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TWO WEEKS OFF 
REV. 0. 8. BAKETEL, D. D. 


HERE is more to the world than our 
own back yard. Having seen little 
else except the front and back yards for some 
time, we thought a look into the domain of 
somebody else for a few days might help us; 
and having been designated as Conference 
visitor to the Woman’s College at Baltimore, 
we not only planned to go there, Nov. 16-18, 
but to take in various other points and make 
a two weeks’ trip. So after having done our 
duty on election day, we started, the first 
objective point being the Missionary Com- 
mittee at Providence. We were present dur- 
ing the debate and vote on the question of 
dividing the apportionments, which resulted 
in giving 57 per cent. to the foreign field and 
43 to the home. There were many familiar 
faces In the Committee, that we had seen at 
the last General Conference. 

The next four days found us in New York 
and Brooklyn. Sunday was spent with our 
old college chum, Dr. John Rhey Thompson, 
at the Summerfield Church, preaching for 
him once. Thirty years ago, when in col- 
lege, we heard him preach his first sermon, 
from the text, “ Stand fast, therefore, in the 
liberty,” etc. We have never heard him 
from that day until this visit, when he gave 
a clean-cut and able sermon on Christian 
consecration from Romans 12:1. He is a re- 
markable preacher. It is a pity that so great 
an engine should be set in so frail a boat. 
His brain power is beyond his physical. 
Methodism knows very few men who are his 
superiors or even equals in pulpit ability. 
He has kept in active service, being sought 
by the best churches, when most men would 
have been on the superannaated list. 

The New York Preachers’ Meeting bad an 
Open day, and the public was invited to hear 
Prot. W. L. Tomlins speak on music, espe- 
olally as related to church psalmody. We 
learned more about the soul of singing than 
we ever knew before. Every preacher and 
choir leader ought to hear him. 

Twenty nine years ago we wanted to go to 
Drew Seminary for a theological course, but 
poverty prevent3d. How to go to school and 
be a pastor at the same time we could not 
then imagine,so we had to take advantage 
of that other theological seminary, the 
Conference course of study, and give up our 
thought of Drew. But fiaoally we have been 
there, though only for a day. Still we 
caught the spirit of the place. A magnifi- 
cent wooded campus of ninety-five acres; 
excellent buildings and more on the way; a 
body of two hundred young prophets pre- 
paring for active work for God, led on bya 
devout, consecrated, scholarly, and thor- 
oughly orthodox faculty. We found one 
young man from our own district, whom 
the faculty report as doing well,and who is 
very happy in his work. This visit renewed 
the old desire to be a student here; but, 
alas! years and cares are too many, and we 
must be content to keep young as long as 
we can,and “‘give attendance to reading ”’ 
and study, while we slip down over the 
western hillside. 

Wednesday found us in the Church Ex- 
tension rooms seeking a change in the con- 
ditions of agrant. Dr. Kynett, though very 
busy, received us kindly, heard our story, 
put it before the Board that had its monthly 
meeting that afternoon, and our request was 
granted. This Society has done much for 
the churcb, and thus for the cause of 
Christianity. 


want. But there are always more applica- 
tions than funds to meet them; hence some 
places must be disappointed. Without doubt 
they do the best they can with the knowledge 
they have of the situation. We ought to 


double the collection for this cause. 
The next point was Baltimore, to be the 


It gets abused frequently be- | 


cause not all the churches obtain what they | 1898 
* 
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guest of the Woman’s College from Wednes- 
day evening until Saturday morning. Twen- 
ty-one visitors came, representing the follow- 
ing Conferences: Nortnwest Indiana, Cin- 
cinnati, Kentucky, West Virginia, Baltimore, 
New York, New Jersey, New York East, 
Newark, Central and Northern New York, 
Philacelphia, New Hampshire. Every atten- 
tion was paid us. We were delighttuily en- 
tertained. Toe time of our visit was not 
when the school was on dress parade, but 
when in the midst of active work. We found 
180 students in the College and 220 in the 
Latin School, and a thoroughly-equipped 
faculty, each one of whom is a specialist in 
his or her department. The most thorough 
work is done. We can judge of its grade 
somewhat when we know that in competitive 
examiaations for foreign fellowships, the 
representatives of this school usually are the 
winners. An inspection of the laboratories 
showed that nothing is wanting to give the 
very best opportunities to students. Here is 
one of the best gymnasiums to be found any- 
where, with teacher and resident physician 
present allthe time. The homes for the stu- 
dents are models in every way, and the prices 
are extremely low. All are treated alike as to 
accommodations. The rich and the poor 
meet together on the same level. Tne rooms 
being alike and the prices the same to all, 
there are no distinctions. The cap and gown 
are worn by every student. Thus the poor is 
as well dressed as the rich, and the rich no 
betier thap the poor. They live amid a good 
religious atmosphere. Of the more than 160 
who have graduated, all have gone out Chris- 
tians. This is a splendid place for our young 
women seeking culture beyond the seminary. 
The president of Harvard College said some 
time since: ‘‘ The best equipped Woman's 
College in the country is at Baltimore.’’ That 
means a great deal coming from such asource. 
Dr. J. ¥. Goucher is the ideal man for presi- 
dent. His wisdom, foresight and pusb have 
made the school what itis. We could hard- 
ly be excessive in our words of commsnda- 
tion. 

If in the olden days ‘all roads led to 
Rome,’ now all roads lead to Washington. 
And why be withiu forty-five minutes of the 
capital city and not go? Such a thing would 
be manifestly improper. So Saturday, after 
paying our repects to Dr. John Lanahan at 
the Book Rooms; looking on the tablet that 
marks the site where stood the Lovely Lane 
Chapel in which was held the famou:; Christ- 
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mas Conference of 1784 in wh'ch the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church was organized; climb- 
ing the Washington monument; visiting 
the Mt. Vernon Piace Methodist Church and 
the Johns Hopkins University, we boarded 
the Royal Blue Line for Washington. Com- 
fortable quarters had been secured for us by 
our old New Hampshire friends, A. P. Tasker 
and wife, who aided to make our stay very 
pleasant. Sunday morning at 93) we were 
in the Sunday school of the Metropolitan 
Church. After this we listened to a stirring 
sermon from Dr. Bristol, the pastor. In the 
afternoon we visited the Chinese Sunday- 
school where there were forty teachers and 
fifty five scholars. It was a very interesting 
occasion. They are sowing here the good 
seed of the kingdom. 

This is President McKinley’s church. 
Nearly every Sabbath he is in his pew, an in- 
terested listener and hearty participant ip 
the services. On communion Sunday he is 
one of the first to start to the altar, and he 
kneels among the people as humble as an or- 
dinary citizen. Asplendid example for the 
head of the nation! 

Sunday evening we listened to an excellent 
sermon by Ur. Lucien Clark at the Foundry 
Church. 

Monday we visited the Northwest section 
of the city, going out to the American Uni- 
versity grounds. The Oollege of History isa 
beautiful structure of white marble, and 
when twenty-six such buildings are on this 
site, it will make sacha combination as is 
not to be found in this country. A line of 
street cars is chartered that will pass by the 
corner of these grounds. It is expected that 
it will be built within two years. While 
looking about on the outlook for Protestant- 
ism, we went also to the Northeast section and 
viewed the grounds and buildings of the 
great Catholic University. It is finely locat- 
ed and has now 165 graduate students pursu- 
ing courses. 

Of course we saw the great Congressional 
Library. It is worth a visit to Washington 


to see only this great structure. It is prob- 
ably the grandest building that stands to- 
day in’ any land.” This is the opinion of 
many who have traveled widely. 

It was a great pleaure to have a brief con- 
versation with President McKinley, whom 
we have known for more than thirty years, 
and to whose older sister we went to school 
fora year in the public schools of Canton, 
Ohio. Many times we have been to the same 
communion tabje with him. 


Manchester, N. H. 
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all stationed preachers in the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church are authorized agents for their 
locality. 


The President at Atlanta 


It has happened that the first celebra- 
tion of peace occurred in a Southerncity. 
Although several Northern cities have 
held what were called peace jubilees, 
they were all held before the signing of 
the treaty of peace. The prompt re- 
sponse of the South to the President’s 
call for troops, and the prominence of 
some of her leading men during the 
short conflict, naturally contributed to 
the warmth with which that section of 
the country entered into the spirit of the 
celebration. The President promptly 
accepted the invitation to be present, and 
in his address before the joint session of 
the Georgia legislature he displayed his 
happy faculty of saying graceful things 
at the right time and place. When he 
said, ‘‘ Every soldier’s grave made dur- 
ing our unfortunate Civil War is a trib- 
ate to American valor,’”’ everybody list- 
ened with something of surprise. When 
he added, ‘“*The time has, now come 
when we should share with you in the 
care of the graves of Confederate sol- 
diers,’” there was such cheering}as per- 
haps never before greeted any ;Northern 
man speaking to a Southern audience. 
Conservative old men, who fought with 
the Confederacy, rose from their; seats 
and shouted till they were hoarse. One 
of the eldest bowed his head, as he leaned 
over the speaker’s desk, and wept like a 
child. It wasascene never to be for- 
gotten, and has stirred the South to its 
very depths. The results of Atlanta’s 
Peace Jubilee will be seen in a fresh re- 
vival of the spirit of conciliation, and the 
spread of ideas in keeping with the the- 
ory of an Indivisible Union of all the 
States. 


The Navy at Havana 

The sudden outburst of the riotous 
element at Havana on Sanday, the 11th 
inst., revealed the necessity of immedi- 
ate and decisive action. Orders were 
immediately issued for the Texas, 
Brooklyn, Castine and Resolute to pro- 
ceed to Havana without delay. Three 
of the ships got away from Hampton 
Roads by Thursday, and the Oastine 
sailed {rom Boston on Sunday. OCommo- 
dore Philip is on board the Texas, and 
Oommodore Cromwell took passage on 
board the Brooklyn. The last-named 
officer will assume command of the 


naval station at Havana. All the ships 
will be under the command of Admiral 
Sampson, who is now in Havana with 
the New York and the Topeka; but as 
his duties with the Evacuation Commis- 
sion are not yet completed, Commodore 
Philip will probably continue to act as 
the commanding officer of the fleet. The 
promptness with which the ships re- 
sponded to the call is another tribute to 
the condition of the Navy. 





Troops Needed in Cuba 


The Ouban Commission has recom- 
mended that 50,000 troops be sent to 
Cuba to be ready to support the Gov- 
ernment when Spain relinquishes the 
island; and the War Department is get- 
ting that number in line. It is regarded 
as a matter of importance that armed 
troops be on hand to take possession of 
the Spanish garrisons the moment they 
are evacuated, to prevent the insurgents 
from making any attempt to occupy 
them. The feuds of years will not die 
with the change of sovereignty, and in 
the unsettled condition of affairs that 
must needs ensue, it is believed that an 
army of 50,000 will be none too large. 
The recommendation is that they be 
distributed among the provinces as fol- 
lows: Havana, 24,000; Matanzas, 10,- 
000; Santa Olara, 10,000; Paerto Prin- 
cipe, 2,000; and Santiago, 1,000. This 
disposition leaves 3,000 for an emergency. 
The President has appointed General 
Brooke Military Governor of Ouba. Each 
of the six provinces will have its 
own military governor, all acting under 
instructions from General Brooke, whose 
powers will be the same as those exer- 
cised by the captain-general under the 
Spanish régime. General Ludlow has 
been designated as governor of the city 
of Havana, while General Fitzhugh Lee 
is the governor of the province of that 
name, both responsible to General 
Brooke. The details necessary for mil- 
itary goveroment of the island will be 
amplified later, but the outlines are as 
given above. 





Civil Power in France 


The Cour de Oassation comes to the 
reecue of the civil power of France at a 
most opportune moment. While en- 
gaged in reviewing the case of Dreyfus, 
it has found authority to exercise super- 
vision over military tribunals, duly vest- 
ed init by the French code. The most 
important witness for Dreyfus is one 
Colonel Picquart, now confined in the 
military prison of Cherche Midi. While 
many believe him innocent of all guilt, 
he was trisd by a court martial and sen- 
tenced to be dismissed from the army. 
He was then arraigned as a civilian on 
the same charge on which he had already 





been adjudged guilty and sentenced, 
Shortly after the Cour de Cassation de- 

cided to revise the proceedings of the. 
Dreyfus case, Picquart was ordered to be 
again tried before a court martial, this 
time as a civilian. It is charged that 
the plot of the military authorities was 
to allow him to give his testimony in 
favor of Dreyfus before the Cour de Oas- 
sation, then to discredit his testimony 
by severely punishing him. Such a con- 
dition of things would seriously embar- 
rass the Court and materially lessen the 
chances in favor of Dreyfus. Acting on 
this newly discovered authority, which 
no one appears to contest, the Court or- 

dered the military governor of Paris to 
postpone the trial of Picquart. By this 
action it will be free to render its ver- 

dict in the case of Dreyfus without ex- 

posing the testimony of Picquart to dis- 

credit, and it will show to France and to 

all the world that in time of peace the 

civil power is supreme. If it can main- 

tain that position, it will perpetuate the 

Republic; if it cannot, it will prepare the 
way for a military dictator. 





Lord Rosebery Again the Leader 


The Liberal party in England is torn 
with dissensions and weakened with in- 
trigae. Its recognized leaders have been 
unfortunate in supporting unpopular 
measures, and in trying to keep to the 
front questions which the people did not 
consider of paramount importance. The 
unparalleled rout of the party in 1895 was 
due very largely to the prominence given 
to local option. Lord Rosebery immedi- 
ately resigned the leadership, and al- 
though Sir William Harcourt had been 
even more insistent that the issue of 
local option should be pressed, the latter 
Was recognized as the Liberal leader in 
the House of Commons, while Lord Kim- 
berley stood its spokesman in the House 
of Lords. Sir William has signally failed 
to forecast the questions in which the 
British public were likely to take most 
interest, and he has been exceptionally 
unfortunate in allowing opportunities to 
be seized by his rivals in the Liberal party 
or his opponents in the other parties. 
Especially bas he permitced Mr. Cham- 
berlain, the colonial secretary, to distance 
him in the program for “ old age pen- 
sions,”’ and in the promotion of a cordial 
understanding between Great’ Britain 
and the United States. In keeping 
silence concerning the Fashoda incident 
he allowed himself to be displaced by 
Lord Rosebery who, although in retire- 
ment, was outspoken in favor of the 
action of the Government. He has now 
resigned, and the Liberals, with some- 
thing like unanimity, have turned to 
Lord Rosebery, who will become the 
party leader. That means the set-back 
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of home rule and probably the indepeud- 
ence of the anti-Parnellites. Mr. Her- 
bert Asquith will probably be selected to 
lead the opposition in the House of 
Commons. 


The Balance of Trade 

It is a very common fallacy that the 
balance of trade in favor of a nation is a 
clear gain. But this is very far from 
true. It is an encouraging and stimu- 
lating fact that during the last four years 
we have sold the producte of our farms 
and manufactories to such an extent 
that more than one billion dollars has 
nominally been placed to our credit on 
the world’s balance sheets. This is not 
altogether a desirable state of things, 
notwithstanding the fact that Americans 
covet a favorable balance of trade. We 
have apparently sold more than we have 
bought, but it does not follow that we 
are so much the richer. If this were 
true, the condition of Great Britain 
would excite alarm, for the apparent 
balance of trade against her amounts to 
more than $600,000,000 annually. That 
is, she buys goods whose value in her 
markets is more by that sum than the 
goods she sells abroad. Instead of grow- 
ing hopelessly insolvent, as she most 
certainly would do if a favorable balance 
of trade were evidence of prosperity, 
she is steadily adding to her wealth. 
Porto Rico furnishes an instance of wan- 
ing fortunes with the balance of trade 
overwhelmingly in her favor. The 
profits of the products of the island sold 
abroad have gone very largely into the 
hands of the owners of the immense 
sugar plantations who live in Spain. 
While the balance of trade as shown by 
the books of the custom house is in her 
favor, the balance of prosperity is hope- 
lessly against her. Of the enormous 
amount credited to us by the balance of 
trade we have paid out a very large 
share to foreign ship owners who have 
carried our products abroad, and anoth- 
er very large share has gone to the ex- 
penditure account of Americans travel- 
ing in Europe. If we knew just what 
part of the billion dollars remained to us 
after deducting even these two items, 
we should be in a better position to es- 
timate what benefit we have derived 
from the balance of trade being in our 
favor. Itis plain that the present con- 
dition of things is an unhealthy one, and 
unless we find some way to increase im- 
ports as well as exports we shall find our 
trade going to nations that want to buy 
as well as to sell. Barter is the oldest 
and the most essential element of suc- 
cessful trade whether with individuals 
or nations. 





Value of Street Railway Franchises 


A street railway company in Baltimore 
has recently leased its lines to another 
corporation. The change in manage- 
ment has brought out the fact that the 
fortunate holders of stock whose par 
value was $25, and which has been pay- 
ing fat dividends for many years, are 
now to be paid at the rate of $90 in cash 
or its equivalent for every share they 
own ; and that instead of a capitalization 
of $3,500,000, the new company will have 
a capital stock of $12,600,000, on which 
dividends must be paid at the expense 
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of the citizens of Baltimore. While there 
are strong objections against municipal 
ownership of street railways, there can 
be no objection to the municipal owner- 
ship and control of the streets them- 
selves. No city has any right to bind its 
citizens to all futurity to pay large 
dividends to people who have nothing 
whatever to do with the development of 
the city or its industries. After the 
scandal about the Broadway franchise in 
New York city some years ago, the 
legislature enacted that such franchises 
should be sold at auction to the highest 
bidder. In less thas ten years a fran- 
chise of that kind was sold under an 
agreement of the purchasers to pay into 
the city treasury annually more than 
forty per cent. of the gross receipts of 
the line. It is time f2r the intelligence 
of all our cities to put away the fright 
which is experiences every time it is 
suggested that the rights and powers of 
the municipality should be administered 
for the benefit of the people. Thecry of 
“socialism” or “‘ paternalism ”’ is suffi- 
cient to kill any plan for enlarged 
powers ; but there is no more socialism 
in managing the transportation of a city 
than there is in controlling its water 
supply. To constantly limit and abridge 
the rights and powers of the municipal- 
ity, and at the same time enlarge and 
increase the rights and powers of cor- 
porations, are two mistakes for which 
we every year pay dearly. 


An Instance Nearer Home 


In accordance with an act of the Mas- 
sachusetts Legislature, the Boston Ele- 
vated Railroad was given permission to 
issue stock to the value of $20,000,000. 
Up to this time it has issued half that 
amount of common stock— the pre- 
ferred stock is yet to be issued. The par 
value is $100, but subscribers were 
charged $104.25, the additional amount 
being added to cover expense of organ- 
ization. This new organization has not 
built a rod of elevated road and shows 
no immediate signs of doing so; and 
yet with an issue of stock whose par 
value is $10,000,000, on which 54‘; per 
cent — or $5,425,000 — has been paid in, 
it finds that this $5,425,000 invested in 
its stock is worth today in the markets 
of Boston $8,450,000 —a net profit of 
$3,025,000. Thatis to say, this corpora- 
tion, solely by virtue of its franchise, 
has paid a dividend of over fifty per 
cent. since the legislature granted its 
charter. It gave nothing whatever in 
return. It has already received more 
than $3,000,000, and that is considered 
only the beginning of the returns that 
will come in the future. The corpora- 
tion which preceded this one in the 
management of the street railways of 
Boston is guaranteed a dividend of 
seven per cent. on its common stock and 
eight per cent. on its preferred stock; 
while savings banks find it difficult to 
pay three and one-half per cent. There 
must be a mistake somewhere, and the 
trail of the mistake leads towards the 
corporations which are given franchises 
worth millions of dollars, because, for- 
sooth, the citizens of a municipality 
cannot be trusted to manage their own 
business. 
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Where the Fifty Millions Went 


It will be remembered that before the 
actual declaration of war Congress placed 
fifty million dollars in the hands of the 
President as an emergency fund to be 
used for the purchase of supplies and 
material in case of need. Of this amount 
the State Department was ailotted $393, - 
000. It disbursed $48 276 for unusual ex- 
penses called for by the war, set aside 
$130,000 to pay the expenses of the 
Peace Commissioners, and presumably 
has the balance to its credit. The War 
Department up to the time of the meet- 
ing of Oongress had expended $13,951,- 
303; the two largest items being charged 
to the Engineer Bureau ($5 369,787) and 
the Ordnance Bureau ($4,797,036). There 
was allotted to the Navy Department 
$29,973,274. This has all been expended 
except $275,000. Nearly $17,700,000 was 
spent in the purchase of vessels; almost 
$8,000,000 went to the purchase of ord- 
nance; and the remainder was distrib- 
uted among the different bureaus. As 
showing the progress of the medical de- 
partment of the Navy, it may be men- 
tioned that only $37,000 of this emer- 
gency fund was needed by the surgeon 
general, for he had foreseen the neces- 
sity of preparation before it was voted. 
To the medical department of the Army 
it was necessary to appropriate $1,233,693, 
and even then there were loud com- 
plaints of the lack of medical supplies. 


An Old Debt 


The State of North Oarolina equipped 
two regiments of white troops and one 
regiment of colored troops for service in 
the war with Spain. In doing this she 
incurred expenses amounting to about 
$30,000. Bills for the amount were duly 
made out and forwarded to Washington, 
and the account was in process of seitle- 
ment when the Comptroller of the Treas- 
ury discovered that in 1856 the Federal 
Government invested $58,000 of Indian 
trust funds in bonds issued by North 
Carolinain aid of arailroad. No inter- 
est has been collected on these bonds 
since the outbreak of the Oivil War, and 
the amount due on them is $138,340. The 
Comptroller holds that the money now 
due the State for war expenses shall be 
credited on account of these bonds. The 
fact that the State was a debtor to the 
Government escaped the vigilance of 
the officials of the Treasury a few years 
ago when $400,000 was refunded the 
State for direct taxes. It is said that an 
attempt will be made to indace Congress 
to order the Treasury Department to 
pay the bill for expenses incurred in or- 
ganizing and equipping the three regi- 
ments, and that no action shall be taken 
to collect the amount due from the State. 


—— 


Bigotry in Porto Rico 


After the somewhat unseemly haste 
with which Porto Rico changed her al- 
legiance, and the professions of love for 
American freedom, it is a surprise to 
learn that the Roman Catholic prissts at 
San Juan have issued a proclamation de- 
nouncing as illegal all marriages not 
solemnized by themselves, forbidding 
Oatholics from entering the houses of 
Protestants, and declaring that they 
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must have no association of any kind 
with non-Oatholics. General Henry, the 
Military Governor, immediately notified 
the alcade to inform the priests that 
such denunciation of religious denom- 
inations is not to be tolerated, and that 
the priests will not be allowed to issue 
proclamations calculated to disturb the 
peace. He also gave them to under- 
stand that if there were any further ef- 
forts in this direction the military au- 
thorities would put a stop to it. 





Demoralization in Sze-Chuen 


Mail advices from China indicate seri- 
ous disturbances in the Western Chinese 
Province of Sze-Chuen. Business is 
paralyzed, and a reign of terror has been 
inaugurated by Yumantze, the leader of 
a band of five thousand rebels. They 
are thoroughly disciplined and deter- 
mined to rid China of all foreigners and 
Obristians. Oatholic refugees to the 
number of six thousand have fied to 
Obung- King, and twenty thousand 
people, mostly native Christians, have 
been rendered homeless. During their 
raids the rebels have destroyed property 
to the value of over seven millioa dollars 
and have killed sixty-two persons, in- 
cluding several English missionaries. 
Two Oatholic missionaries whom the 
city of Yuin-Chuan delivered as hos- 
tages were beheaded by Yumantze. The 
damage done to French property is said 
to amount to more than five million 
dollars. Such reports as these indicate 
the condition of things in China under 
the reactionary spirit which dethroned 
the Emperor and placed the Empress 
Dowager in control. 





Our Merchant Marine 


Just ata time when the commerce of 
the world is turning towards the Pacific 
and every nation is eager for its full 
share, it is disheartening to know that 
American shipping is not even holding 
its own there. In 1880 the entries from, 
and clearances to, Asia and Oceanica, at 
ports in the United States, amounted to 
238,980 tons; last year there were only 
221,438 tons. Daring that interval the 
foreign shipping increased from 431,242 
tons to 924,720 tons. The importance of 
this trade ie recognized by all the lead- 
ing nations of the world except the Unit- 
ed States. In order to insure its full 
share of this growing and profitable 
business, the United States is paying 
only $40,000 annually to American lines 
carrying mails to Asia at the regular 
mail rates. Spain paidin 1896 ten times 
that amount; France paid $1,217,000; and 
Great Britain paid $1,250,000. These 
sume were paid for subsidies to the east 
coast of Asia alone. Last year the Ger- 
mans increased the subsidies paid to 
their Pacific lines by more than a mill- 
ion dollars. There was a time when, rel- 
atively, we had a good carrying trade in 
the Pacific, but we are not only not in- 
creasing that trade at a time when other 
nations are doubling theirs, but we are 
actually losing the little we have. There 
must be something the matter when our 
ships are driven off the ocean by those of 
other nations, the more especially when 
some of the ships driving us off were 
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built in our own country. Our nav- 
igation laws may be the best in the 
world theoretically, but they are work- 
ing greatly to our disadvantage just now. 
It appears that our shipyards are all full, 
so that an American line must have its 
two new steamers built in England, and 
they will come to us flying the Belgian 
flag. Built with American money, en- 
gaged in carrying the products of Amer- 
ican enterprise, they certainly ought to 
fly the American fiag; end if there ia 
anything in our laws that prevents us 
from building, owning and controlling 
what ships we Americans actually have 
to use, it is high time the laws were 
changed. Of the fifty largest steamers 
afloat, thirty-three of them enter the 
port of New York, while only four fiy 
the American flag. 





Appeal to Christianity to Save Mohammedanism 


In 1877 a Moslem college was estab- 
lished at Aligarh, India, by Sir Syed 
Ahmed Khan. He is said to have been 
the ablest man India has produced dur- 
ing the present century, and an earnest 
supporter of British rule in that coun- 
try. He died last February, and it is 
now proposed to develop his college into 
a university, to be affiliated with other 
Moslem: colleges in India, China, the 
Malay Peninsula, and Africa. It seems 
strange that there is not a Mohammedan 
university anywhere in the world, not 
even in Tarkey. The Mohammedans in 
India declare that merely secular educa- 
tion is bringing in an agnostic philosophy 
which induces a disregard for those 
moral rules deemed essential to the true 
Mussulman, and results in social and po- 
litical ostracism. Because of the fact 
that theology is inwovenin all Moham- 
medan learning, the skeptical tendencies 
are destroying all sense of loyalty to re- 
ligion and to the state. The Moham- 
medans now appeal to England as “‘ the 
greatest Moslem power in the world ”’ to 
second the efforts of the British officials 
in India by assisting in raising a fund to 
endow a great university to save Mo- 
hammedanism from a reign of moral and 
intellectual darkness. Uistory presents 
many surprises, but few are more sug- 
gestive than this latest appeal to save 
Mohammedanism from the religious in- 
fidelity which Christian education has 
begotten. 





American Federation of Labor 


Those who have watched the progress 
of the convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at Kansas City have 
been surprised at the persistency of the 
Socialists. They sought in vain to se- 
cure an endorsement of their propa- 
ganda, for after several days of argu- 
ment and discussion the substitute for 
the Socialistic resolutions was adopted 
by a vote of 1,807 to 420. The election 
of a Scialist mayor by the city of 
Haverhill inspired the Social Democrats 
to try for the control of the Federation 
of Labor, and they certainly made the 


. best of their case and the most of their 


opportunity. Meanwhile the adminis- 
tration of Mayor Chase of Haverhill will 
be watched with considerable interest. 
The platform on which he was elected is 
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Socialistic enough to take on all the va- 
rious schools of that order. It demands, 
among otber things, that the full power 
of the municipality be exercised for the 
relief of the unemployed, not by char- 
ity, but by the establishment of public 
works for their employment; the acqui- 
sition by the municipality of the public 
utilities, such as street railroads, gas and 
electric light plants, and all other utili- 
ties requiring a franchise, the same to 
be operated, co-operatively, by the em- 
ployees, electing their own superior 
officers; and the furnishing, at the public 
expense, of food, clothing and shoes to 
all children who are kept at home for 
lack of these things. No party is ever 
held very strictly to its platform, but to 
keep in sight of this one for a single 
year will introduce decidedly novel feat- 
ures in the government of a New Eng- 
land municipality. 





In Support of the Czar’s Invitation to Peace 


A public meeting was held in London 
on Sunday, presided over by Archdeacon 
Sinclair, to formulate plans for an inter- 
national demonstration in favor of the 
Ozar’s proposition for disarmament. It 
was supported by the recognized leaders 
of the various religious denominations, 
and a resolution looking to immediate 
and concerted international action was 
passed unanimously. A telegram ex- 
pressing sympathy with the movement 
was received from Lord Rosebery, and a 
letter was read from Lord Hamilton, 
Secretary of State for India. It is as- 
serted that the Queen is heartily in favor 
of taking advantage of the opportunity, 
and that she is confident of the sincerity 
of the Ozar. Pablic meetings will be 
held within the next thirty days at all 
the chief centres of population in Eng- 
land, and a national committee is being 
selected from men prominent in the 
affairs of church and state. Ic is under- 
stood that the Russian proposals provide 
that atruce of five years shall be de- 
clared asthe preliminary step. This is 
to be followed by an agreement on the 
part of the principal Powers to the effect 
that during that time there shall be no 
increase in the expenditure for arma- 
ments. These two things being accom- 
plished, efforts will be made to bind the 
Powers to an agreement not to declare 
war until arbitration shall have failed. 
The friends of peace in England look to 
America for the heartiest sympathy and 
the readiest response. Here is an oppor- 
tunity such as never was offered to the 
American people before. We are just 
now, for the first time, recognized as a 
factor in the councils of the world. It is 
ours to further this marvelous move- 
ment in the interests of peace. If the 
United States can be aroused to a state 
of enthusiasm, we shall save the most 
glorious opportunity of the century from 
being sacrificed to the skeptical apathy 
of Europe in general and to the senseless 
prejudice of England in particular. If 
we can bring our people up to the mark, 
and seud a delegation of twenty prom- 
inent men and women to start a crusade 
in the interests of peace throughout all 
Europe, we shall have gained a victory 
far greater than any ever won by the 
sword. 





» hearts. 
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SPONTANEOUS GIVING 


NE of the pitiful facts about mod- 
ern life is its invasion by mech- 
anism. The activities of a child, which 
ought to be spontaneous and free, are 
quickly cast into the fetters of conven- 
tionality by parents who are themselves 
in bondage. The intercourse of friends, 
which is only genuine when spontane- 
ous, is checked and narrowed by a thou- 
sand impediments of fossil custom. 
Religion, which ought to be as free in 
expression as it is native to the soul, 
tends with every century to become 
more formal. 

And this sorry tendency to mechanical 
or conventional expression of genuine 
feeling is seen in the matter of our 
gifts. A gift from a friend to a friend is 
an expression of love and gratitude. It 
ought to be as free as are the untram- 
meled actions of childhood. Orystallize 
the desire to give, and you have trans- 
formed a beautiful function of life into 
a dreary conventionality. 

For this reason there is need of an 
urgent protest against a mechanical 
Christmas. The moment you say, “I 
ought to give,’’ rather than “ I want to 
give,’’ you have passed from spontaneity 
into mechanism, from the life to the 
death of a gracious impulse. For this 
reason, also, Ohristmas is often robbed 
of its beauty. The sense of ‘ ought- 
ness *’ makes the weeks of preparation 
simply painful because there must be 
such a nice balance struck to pay the 
debts of former seasons or to anticipate 
acoming bestowment. Asif a gift were 
ever to be brought into the sphere of 
debit and credit! In short, the only rea- 
son why we give presents at Christmas 
time is because the glad season awakens 
such a sense of love and gratitude in our 
souls that we give naturally and gladly, 
out of the instant, innate prompting of 
happy hearts. The moment we prepare 
our gifts out of any other motive, that 
moment we enslave ourselves to mecha- 
nism and conventionality. 

How, then, are we to get into the spirit 
of real giving ? Clearly, by a more per- 
fect realization of the sweetness and 
beauty of friendship. And then our gift, 
if it come, will be the happy result of a 
genuine purpose in our free, grateful 
The test question is, ‘‘ Can I re- 
frain from giving ?”’ rather than ‘‘ Ought 
I to give?’ God’s gifts to us have been 
out of the riches of unselfish love, free 
and gracious; such ought to be our gifts 
to Him and to our fellows. 


THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS 


HAT which is true about our gifts is 
true also about our expressions of 

joy. It has become a transgression of 
certain false canons of .taste for one to 
be interested or demonstrative. Entha- 
siasm is regarded by the conventional 
devotee as bad taste. An honest, earnest 
‘*amen,’’ which was the natural utter- 
ance of an enkindled soul, has become a 
transgression of the proprieties in many 
a congregation. In the first century 
scorners said that the company which 
had met in the Spirit- filled, upper cham- 
ber were mildly intoxicated. Today the 
action and utterance of the enthusiast is 
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said to,be.injbad taste. We do not be- 
lieve in extreme emphasis. On the one 
hand, religious joy and gratitade find 
expression in the music, the hand- 
clapping and the knee-drill of the Sal- 
vation Army. On the other it finds con- 
summate suppression in the formalities 
of an icy prayer- meeting. If a choice be- 
tween the two were imperative, better 
the former ! But no such choice is neces- 
sary. The joy of Christmas can find full 
expression within the range of all the 
canons of good taste. It is the saving 
salt today in much of onr religion. 

What does Christmas mean for us? 
If the angel song heralded a unique 
event, which was indeed beautiful, but 
which has no relation to us, then we may 
contemplate it as we would regard the 
scene in a Greek prison when Socrates 
drank the hemlock, but with no essen- 
tially different emotion. But if the birth 
of Mary’s Child in the khan stable means 
the beginning of that final expression of 
God’s character and purpose for. you, 
which we name the Incarnation, then 
you must do more than to admire, you 
must rejoice and worship. We tend so 
sadly to isclate our Master! Ohristmas 
is for us. This is our Christ whom the 
angels herald. And since this is true, 
joy, that is as deep and genuine as is the 
parents’ rapture over a gift of life, ought 
to stir our souls. Then jet us keep our 
Christmas this year with profoundest 
joy! Let us not fear to be glad that the 
Christ-Child was born for us! This is 
the personal appropriation of Christmas. 


THE SENSITIZED SOUL 


HERE is a certain innate and cult- 
ured condition of soul necessary 
to the one who would appropriate 
Christmas. We doubtless think of the 
shepherds as rough, hard men, who had 
grown callous to the finest receptive 
vapacity of the soul through the harsh- 
ness of their daily and nightly toil. But 
if the shepherd psalms of David teach 
us anything, it is that the shepherd soul 
is strung to finest response when angelic 
music sounds. And so of the shepherds 
who listened to the first Christmas carol. 
They had charge of flocks perhaps which 
were designed for the temple use; they 
cared for the lambs without blemish. 
And the wilderness and the midnight 
had given them wondrous fineness. 
They were, in the words of a most sym- 
pathetic interpreter of the Christ-life, 
‘* strong, not untender men, iron of fist 
to wolves and robbers, silken of touch 
to sheep and lambs.”’ And this is why 
they heard the music which on that one 
wondrous night was too rich and vast 
for heaven to hold, so that it broke for 
rapture through the sky. 

And the deeper meaning of Christmas 
comes ever thus. It breaks upon hearts 
which have been at school in the sweet 
task of caring for helpless, innocent 
things. There is mach of motherhood 
in a shepherd’s work. It comes to strong 
men who are so strong that they know 
how to be gentle. It comes to the souls 


everywhere that keep watch and guard 
for truth and purity. Such souls are 
sensitized. They are made capable of 
indelible impression; they pick out the 
light from the darkness and receive the 
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image into their waiting substance, 
The angel song has never ceased. The 
Christmas day came once, but it came 
forever. Those shepherds saw no vision 
and heard no song that we may not 
hear. The music is perpetual. Only 
our ears are dull. We must grow finer 
this year and the next, until we can dis- 
cern the music that struggles to break 
through the jangle and discord of life’s 
myriad, babel voices. 


A Pathetic Christmas Appeal 


"TIHE following letter was received the 
other day by one of the patrons of 
our Italian Mission here in Boston: — 


DEAR MRs.——: lam only a girl thirteen 
years old, but [I hope you can answer this 
letter just the same, because I write to you 
in my parents’ pame and for God’s sake. 
Would you like to help the children at the 
North End at Christmas? Christmas is for 
us not only a day of enjoyment, but of 
charity, and we try to help all we can with- 
out regard to their creeds. 

If you could come to see one of the homes 
of these poor people, and see one of the chil- 
dren dressed very thinly, in a small, dark 
room, without atoy to play with, and often 
without coal in the stove, you would cer- 
tainly pity them and pardon us the trouble 
we give you with this letter. If you would 
like to send something to make them happy 
at Christmas, address it to Mrs. Uonte, 84 
Cross St., Boston. 

With many regards, 

Yours truly, 
LYDIA CONTE. 


Prof. H. G. Mitchell, so heartily and 
helpfully connected with this mission, 
says: ‘This quaint and pathetic appeal 
reveals the spirit that reigns at the 
Mission. The work done there is as 
broad as the love of our common Father. 
It needs and deserves the support of all 
Obristians.’’ 


Now Practice Fraternity 


N emergency has come,in which the 

two great Methodisms will show how 

mach is really meant by the talk about fra- 
ternity and federation. Of course American 
Methodism will speedily follow the flag into 
Cuba, Porto Rico, and the Philippines, but 
we trust that it will not go doubie-headed. 
Each branch of the church should be so wise 
and Christian that it will not exhibit any 
spirit of ambition or rivairy with the other 
in taking possession of these new lands. An 
entirely natural and judicious arrangement 
may be made,so that only one Methodism 
shall occupy and direct in these new territo- 
ries. The Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, from its contiguity to Cuba, has acted 
rightiy in planting itself in that island. 
Bishop Candler of that church, who has just 
returned from Cuba, which he calis “ our 
nearest, neediest, ripsst mission field,’’ says 
that after all that the newspapers have 
printed, Cuba is not understood at ail by the 
average man in the United States. ‘lf our 
people realized how near it ie,“ he writes in 
the Wesleyan Advocate, ‘‘aud if they had 
any comprehension of its urgeat needs, we 
might make Methodism strong there ina 
very short time, and in a decade evangelize 
the island.“ And he adds that if the church 
will give him forty-five men, ina year he 
will show more Southern Methodists in Cuba 
than the net increase of Georgia Methbod- 
ism for two years past. The Presbyterian 
of Philadelphia thus recognizes this fact: 
“In spite of the Archbishops’ warning that 
Protestant missionaries are not needed and 
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not wanted in our new possessions, mission- 
aries have bezun operations in Havana. The 
first to arrive were those sent by the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, South. They are 
gathering the remnants of their people scat- 
tered about the city, and held their first 
meeting Sunday, Nov. 13, with forty or filty 
Methodists present. This mission is under 
the care of the Florida Conference.’’ 

Now, let the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, prosecute the work of,our common 
Methodism in Cuba. And as the Methodist 
Episcopal Church has already arranged to 
plant a mission in Porto Rico, let ,the direc- 
tion of the work in that island besurrendered 
entirely to our denomination. By this plan 
the friction, waste of money, loss of ef- 
fort, and scandaljwhich always arises from 
denominational rivalry, will be averted. 

It we really intend to be fraternal, let us 
now show it in this practical test. 

Concerning the Philippines, the same ami- 
cable arrangement should be made in divid- 
ing up the islands and locating the missions. 
We are sure that if the two,.Methodisms 
strive to cnerish the mind that was in Christ, 
there will not be any human grabbing or un- 
happy competition in establishing missions 
in these new possessions. 


PERSONALS 





— Dr. Frank Mason North has been elected 
president of the O, en and Institutional 
Church League, having its headquarters in 
New York city. = 

— Mr. Everett O. Fisk is at Clafiin Univer- 
sity, Orangeburg, 8. C., the guest of Presi- 
dent and Mrs. L, M. Dunton, and expects to 
remain for some weeks. 


— Dr. A. B. Leonard has recently visited 
Toronto, Canada, to deliver his famous lect- 
are, ‘‘ The Upas Tree,’”’ under the auspices of 
the Canadian Temperance League. 


— Bishop Newman, in a recent letter to 
Rev. T. Collett, treasurer, inclosed a check 
for $50 for the benefit of the Preachers’ Reliet 
Society of the Cincinnati Conference. 

— The Pittsburg Christian Advocate of last 
week gave notice that *‘ Dr. Daniel Dorches- 
ter, Sr., of Boston, Mass., will read a paper 
before the Pittsburg Preacners’ Meeting next 
Monday morning, on ‘Tne Drift toward 
Colonial and Protectorate Governments.’ ”’ 


— The Christian Guardian otf last week 
states that “‘ Mrs, Lucy Rider Meyer, of Chi- 
cago, addressed large congregations in Sher- 
bourne Street and Trinity Churches, To- 
ronto, io behalf of the Deaconess movement. 
She also participated in the opening of the 
new Deaconess Home and Training School on 
Jarvis Street.”’ 


— The Western in its last issue says: “ Rev. 
E£. E. Hoss, D. D., editor of the Nashville 
Christian Advocate of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South, and Rev. James A. 
Orman, D. D., of Nashville, were introduced 
to the Preachers’ Meeting, Monday morning. 
Both delivered admirable addresses, which 
were responded to by Dr. Boreing, president 
of the meeting, and Dr. J. D. Walsh.” 

— The death of Rev. Francis C. Hill, an 
honored superannuate, is announced, at his 
home jn Huntington, L. L. at the age of 75 
years. He was licensed to preach when he 
was nineteen years old, and was then known 
as the ‘‘ boy preacher.”” He continued his 
work in the pulpit for fifty-three years, and 
preached his semi-centennial sermon before 
the Conference in the spring of 1894. 


— Mrs. Lucy Herron Parker, who was well 
known in Methodist and educational! circles 
in Ohio and Indiana, and who was serving as 
Bible instructor at the Elizabeth Gamble 
Deaconess Home and Christ’s Hospital, Cin- 
cinnati, died in that hospital, Nov. 30. The 
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Western honors her memory by presenting 
her portrait on the first page. 


—A veteran German Methodist itinerant 
pioneer, Rev. August F. Korthage, died 
recently in Kansas Olty, Mo., at the age of 
80. He came from Gsrmany when he was of 
age to this country, and son afterward 
entered upon missionary work among our 
German people in lowa and Minnesota. In 
1870 he removed to Kansas City. 

— Hon. Charles L. D3an, who has just been 
elected mayor of the city of Maiden by a 
handsome majority, is a trustee of the Ventre 
Churco, Malden, and ha; been very liberal in 
his aid to Methodist Episcopal churches 
throughout New England. He is the second 
member of the Usntre Church board of 
trustees who has bsen elected mayor, the 
former one having been the late Hon. J. K.O. 
Sleeper. 

— Kev. Dr.and Mrs. Davis W. Clark have 
received invitations to the marriage of their 
niece, Miss Katharine Clark Mullikin, and 
Mr. Edward Kingsley Lowry, second secre- 
tary of Legation, U.8. A. The wedding took 
place in Ashbury Caurch, Peking, China, Dec. 
13. Miss Mullikin is a granddaughter of the 
late Bishop Clark, and has been teaching in 
our Peking University for over a year, having 
gone out at her own expense. Mr. Lowry isa 
son of Rav. Dr. H. H. Lowry of our China 
Mission. He is also professor-elect in the 
new [mperial University. 


— We learn that a reception is to be given 
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. F.8. Hoyt, of the North 
Onio Conference (but of New England ori- 
gin), at 69 Clinton Street, Cieveland, Ohio, 
on Saturday afternoon, Dec. 24— the 50ih 
anniversary of thelr wedding day. As it is 
impossible, by means of invitations person- 
ally addressed, to reach the greater number 
of Dr.and Mrs. Hoyt’s friends and valued 
acquaintances scattered in diverse sections 
of the country, it is hoped that all euch who 
see this paragraph, and cannot personally at- 
tend the reception, will send to them, at the 
above-named place, as speedily as is conven- 
fent, their words of kindly remembrance 
and congratulation. 


— John D. Barry, of New York, in his last 
regular letter in the Literary World, refers 
thus interestingly and instructively to Gov- 
ernor-elect Roosevelt: ‘‘ Since Colonel Tneo- 
dore Rooseveit was elected to the governor- 
ship of New York I have been looking over 
his literary work, and I have been astonished 
not only by its vigor, but by its extent and 
variety. Here is a man only forty years of 
age, who has already had a political career of 
phenomena! activity, who has been identified 
with many of the greatest public movements 
of his time, and who, nevertheless, has 
written several bulky volumes. Ihe secret 
of Mr. Roosevelt’s achievement, I hear, lies 
in the extent of his inrerests, in his wonder- 
ful power of concentration. He enjoys life 
intenssly because he is interested in so many 
things; and he is able to accomplish many 
kinds of work because when he is doing one 
kind he forgets about everything else.”’ 


— The Central Christian Advocate of St. 
Louis says: *“Yhe Methodist Episcopal 
pastors and their wives, by the courtesy and 
hospitality of Mr.and Mrs. 8. H. Pye, were 
afforded the opportunity of meting and 
welcoming Bishop and Mrs. FitzGerald last 
Friday evening. The occasion was exubser- 
ant with good cheer. The hosts extended a 
bountifal hospitality which the forty or 
more guests greatly enjoyed. As the even- 
ing waned Mr. Pye called upon the editor of 
the Central Christian Advocate to voice the 
greetings of the hour to the Bishop, who 
replied in a tender and appreciative vein, 
after which Dr. Hagerty prayed, and the 
company sang ‘ Blest be the tie,’ and ‘God be 
with you till we meet again.’ The Bishop 
and family are comfortably settled in the 
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episcopal residence, 3029 Washington Ave. 
His ministry and leadership will doubtless 
be a blessing to Methodism in the central 
West.” 


— Rev. S. L. Baidwin, D. D., of the Mis- 
sion Rooms, called at this office on Saturday. 
Sunday he addressed the congregations at 
Dorchester Church and Parkman St., and on 
Monday he spoke to the Alpha Chapter on 
his recent visit to China. Dr. Baldwin is 
greatly beloved in Boston, and is always sure 
of an enthusiastic welcome. 

— Rev. Dr. and Mrs. L. M. Dunton, of 
Claflin University, Orangeburg, S. C., cele- 
brated their silver wedding and the twenty- 
fifth anniversary of their service inthe South, 
on Monday, Dec. 19, by a reception in the 
University drawing-room. The editor re- 
grets that he was unable to be present on 
such an auspicious occasion. 


— Dr. A. H.C. Jewett, formerly of Laconia, 
N. H., late of Washington, D. C., died at his 
home in the latter place from heart disease, 
Dec. 14. Dr. Jewett served with distinction 
throughout the Rebellion in the 4th N. H. 
V. I. To many of his friends he was famil- 
jarly known as Captain Jewett. He was a 
faithful Christian and a devoted Methodist, 
both in his early homy and during the seven 
years in which he was a member of the Met- 
ropolitan Church in Washington. He leaves, 
to mourn their loss, a wifeand two children — 
Mrs. Grace M. Austin, of Wilbraham, and 
Henry, a student in the Columbian Medical 
College. 

— Rev. Charles M. Sheldon, of Topeka, Kan- 
sas, author of “ln His Steps; or, What Would 
Jesus Do?” and other volumes teaching the 
truth that the essence of Christianity is to 
repeat the life of Christ in each individual 
life, has persistently declined to be called out 
from the work which he has so modestly and 
potently done with his pen, to lecture, to hold 
conferences, or to read from his volumes. We 
note with gratification that he is to be in To- 
ronto, Canada, Jan. 23, to hold a public con- 
ference for all Christian workers and to read 
from his unpublished book, “* The Miracle of 
Markham.” We believe that he can in this 
way greatly enlarge his usefulness in enforc- 
ing the truthe which he holds. 


BRIEFLETS 





We note with approval the following fact, 
mentioned in the last week’s Western: ‘‘ Dr. 
Richard H. Rust, presiding elder of the Cin- 
cinnati District, and his preachers, have 
been in conference to plan a revival cam- 
paign. Tnere was the fullest interchange of 
opinion, and the unanimous conclusion was 
reached that the best results will be secured 
by aggressive work in the individual 
churches, under the direction of their re- 
spective pastors.”’ 





The Christian Guardian, the official or- 
gan of the Methodist Church in Canada, 
notes a movement which, we trust, will be 
more generally advanced and magnified 
within our own borders: ‘‘ There are indica- 
tions of a widespread movement throughout 
Methodism for the deepening of spiritual 
life and stimulating Christian z2al. This is 
evidenced by the work of Kev. Hugh Price 
Haghes in England, who has been holding 
spiritual conventions throughout the prov- 
inces of the Old Land, by similar efforts of 
the presiding elders in the United States, 
and by successful district conventions being 
held in our own country.” 





To learn to exercise religious freedom will 
be a hard lesson for the Roman Catholics of 
Cuba, Porto Rico and the Philippines, but it 
will have to be accepted. The New York 
Tribune, in giving the results of the Peace 
Commission, said: ‘* An important provision 
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is the guarantee of religious freedom in the 
ceded territories, in the same terms as the 
Fiorida treaty, the Americans having stead- 
fastly refused to incorporate any guarantee 
of the United States’ determination to favor 
the property of the Catholic Uhurch.” In 
this connection we note that General Henry, 
the military commander of Porto Rico, has 
advised the Roman Catholic priests of Ponce 
that they must desist in their attacks upon 
Protestants, and that religious freedom will 
be guaranteed alike to all religious bodies. 





A report of the meeting of the Boston So- 
cia} Union will be found on page 1637. 





The report of the annual meeting of the 
Wesleyan Association will be found on page 
1631. 





Will the brother who by mistake took an- 
other brother’s silk : at at the Wesleyan As- 
sociation’s dinner, on Wednesday evening, 
Dec. 14, please report to the office of ZIon 8 
HERALD? 





The Boston Herald is paradoxical and yet 
quite conclusive in saying: ‘* The faith cure 
excitement in England appears to have 
cured a good many people of their faith.” ~ 





Tilton Seminary has closed its fall term for 
the holidays. The winter term begins Jan. 3. 
The term has been one of unusual religious 
interest, several students having begun the 
Christian life. Prof. Piimpton has been do- 
ing most faithful work, aided by all his 
faculty. 

Oae of the most practical and successfal 
efforts that we have known has been the ar- 
rangement for a series of evangelistic meet- 
ings by groups of ministers, where all com- 
bined for a week in a single church, and 
thus continued the work until all the 
eburches had shared in the special meetings. 
This can be done especially by the Method- 
ist churches of our cities, and also by a nat- 
ural grouping of our country charges. 


The following note is received from Rev. 
J. 8. Bell, of Chilmark,as we go to press: 
‘Kev. Benjamin K. Bosworth passed to his 
heavenly reward, Dec. 16, aged 74 years, after 
an illness of fifteen minutes —blood clot 
on the heart.” This honored superannuate 
of the New England Southern Conference 
began his work in the ministry by joining 
this Conference in 1856. A fitting memoir 
will soon appear. 





Hon. Alden Speare, representing the Bos- 
ton Merchants’ Association, Mr. Preston the 
Chamber of Commerce,and Clinton White 
the Massachusetts River and Harbor Com- 
mission, appeared before the River and Har- 
bor committee of the House of Representa- 
tives at Washington last week, asking that 
the present Congress make provisions for the 
improvement of the Broad Sound Channel 
along the lines recommended by Colonel 
Mansfield of the Corps of Engineers. The 
amount asked for is a sum not to exceed half 
a million dollars. 





Governor elect Roosevelt shows that he is 
to be true to himself and his fearless stand- 
ards of duty in the great office which he is to 
fill. Here isan extract from the proffer of a 
district-atéorneyship to a citizen who has 
since accepted it: ‘ Part of your duty will 
be that of prosecuting certain indicted Re- 
publican officials. I have appointed you 
partly because I knew I would not have to 
say to you that every effort must be made to 
convict any wrong-doer, wholly without re- 
gard to personal or party considerations.” 
That is the kind of mettle that the people 
appreciate. Let him conduct himself after 
this fashion, and he will doubtless make some 
enemies, but he will also win a multitude of 
confiding and supporting friends. 
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Our attractive Christmas cover, with Hof- 
mann’s head of the boy Christ as a centre, is 
the work of Miss Georgia May Vight, daugh- 
ter of Rev. Alexander Dight, of Webster. 
Miss Dight is a designer, a graduate of the 
Cowles Art School, from whom we expect 
much in the future. 

Information is just received that Mrs. 
Frances A. Harlow, widow ot Rev. Wm. T. 
Harlow, a former member of the New Eng- 
land Southern Conference, died at the resi- 
dence of her son, William T. Harlow, in 
Portland, Oregon, in November. 





It will be seen by the report of the annual 
meeting of the Wesleyan Association, which 
will be found on another page, that Mr. 
Alonzo 8. Weed, so long the honored and be- 
loved publisher of this paper, has resigned. 
It will be remembered that in the Seventy- 
fifth Anniversary Namber ar excellent por- 
trait of the publisher appeared, with an ap- 
preciative sketch. Mr. George E. Whitaker, 
who has acted as assistant publisher since 
June 1, succeeds Mr. Weed, and all commu- 
nications connected with the business de- 
partment of the paper should now be ad- 
dressed to him. 





What is the matter with Presbyterianism 
in New York city? According to a writer 
in the New York Tribune, the Presbyterian 
churches of that city were never in so un- 
settled and unsatisfactory a condition. A 
prominent Presbyterian elder is quoted as 
saying: ‘‘I never knew the church atmos- 
phere of New York to be so filled with Pres- 
byterian rumors as it ia now, with the Fifth 
Avenue, the Fourth Avenue, the New York, 
and the East Harlem pulpits vacant, the 
Madison Avenue barely filled, some members 
of Calvary wanting, and the Thirteenth 
Street being urged to sell. I also hear that 
the Harlem is to become vacant.” But, so 
far as we can learn, the condition of the 
churches of all denominations in our larger 
cities ‘s very discouraging. There seems to 
be a spiritual eclipse everywhere, and it is 
not surprising, therefore, that disintegra- 
tion is taking place. 





Dr. J. H. Mansfield, corresponding secre- 
tary of the Boston Missionary and Church 
Extension Society, has placed upon our ta- 
ble the Annual Report,which is an especially 
interesting pamphlet, showing the excellent 
work which this Society is doing and its 
urgent needs. lt should be read by all 
friends of this important organization. 
Copies can be secured upon application to 
Dr. Mansfield in person or by mail at the 
Historical Room, 36 Bromfield St. 





Oar Methodist women are alert to ques- 
tions of the day, as is evidenced by the re- 
cent action of the New England Conference 
Board of the Woman’s Home Missionary 
Society in regard to Congressman-elect 
Brigham H. Roberts of Utah, a Mormon 
polygamist. Ata recent meeting resolutions 
strongly protesting against his being al- 
lowed to take his seat asa Representative, 
were adopted, which have been sent to Hon. 
Samusl J. Barrows, Representative from 
Massachusetts, with the request that he in- 
augurate a movement against the admission 
of Mr. Roberts. 





One must be a pretty poor observer who 
does not recognize that President McKinley 
is not only a statesman of unusual wisdom 
and breadth, but a most astute politician. 
He keeps his ears, like Abraham Lincoln, so 
close to the ground that he gages accurately 
what the people want, and when he has 
found out, he is an adept in the art of ex- 
pressing the popular wish and will. He 
knows, too, how to win the public to him by 
a felicitous reference or popular sentence, as 
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he did in his visit to the Southland. Has 
some opposition to his policy with the Phil- 
ippines been worked up in certain quarters? 
Then in aspeech to the multitude he refers 
to the American flag which has been raised 
at Manila, and asks, “ Who will haul it 
down?” And that question so emphatically 
challenges and arouses the average American 
citizen in protest, that, reason and argue 
against imperialism as we will, the Presi- 
dent’s question has settled it. It was a mas- 
terly stroke of a statesman and politician. 


Our ministers will remember that the pub- 
lisher’s special offer of four superb sets of the 
Standerd Dictionary are for new subscribers 
secured during the month of December. The 
last days of the month are, therefore, espe- 
clally significant. 





As custodian of Methodist antiqaities Rev. 
C. H. Kelly has come into possession of an 
old Bible which contains within its leaves 
an original document in which Wesley de- 
clared that he himself ordained to the Chris- 
tian ministry the owner of the Bible, to wit, 
Rev. Thomas Owens. The discovery is con- 
sidered to be a particularly useful one, chief- 
ly because many supporters of the Hstab- 
lished Church have persisted in maintaining 
that Wesley never left their charch, and 
never ceased to acknowledge its authority in 
the matter of ordination. Here they hate 
their plain answer, for in this document 
Wesley asserts that on his own authority he 
did appoint Mr. Owens to be “‘a deacon in 
the churcb of God.” 





So far as we are aware of the facts, Ssnator 
Lodge’s resoltuion introduced on Monday, 
which was immediately passed, requesting 
the President to communicate to Congress 
“all the information in his possession con- 
cerning certain alleged outrages committed 
upon the person of Bishop Earl Cranston 
and other American citizens in the city of 
Peking, China, by subjects of the Emperor of 
China,and what steps, if any, have been 
taken by the State Department in the matter 
of demanding suitable redress and indem- 
nity therefor,’’ is likely to mislead the gen- 
eral public. No outrage was perpetrated 
upon Bishop Cranston, bat the attack was 
made upon his wife and daughters and upon 
Dr. Lowry and his daughter. Ws reported 
the facts in a recent issue. None of the par- 
ties received serious injury. 





One ofthe remarkable facts concerning 
the Scriptures is the peculiar lesson which 
certain portions often carry when read for 
edification and devotion. The writer 
chanced to be in a certain home recently at 
the hour of family devotion when tho Apostle 
Paul’s experience coneerning the “ thorn in 
the fiesh ” was read. It so happened that 
the head of the family was passing through 
an unusual trial. Whether the wife, who 
read the Scripture lesson, chose that passage 
with the purpose of making a personal appli- 
cation of the same to her husband in his un- 
usual distress, we do not know; but when 
the words were read, “‘ And lest I should be 
exalted above measure through the abundance 
of the revelations, there was given to me a 
thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to 
buffet me,” the husband broke out with 
much emotion, saying: “ That is it, that is 
it! Like Paul, I needed the humiliation and 
discipline to keep me from undue exaltation. 
It was better for Paul to have the thorn and 
learn the truth of the promise, ‘ My grace is 
sufficient for thee,’ than to have lived with- 
out the thorn and also without the accom- 
panying grace. It was because of the gift of 
grace that Paul was able to say, ‘ Most gladly 
therefore will [ rather glory in my infirmities, 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me.’ ”’ 
Thus it was noticed that the words of Paul 











December 2 


, 1898 


at that family altar brought the needed spir- 
itual vision and the consolation. What lear, 
unilluminated, and unsu-tained lives we 
often live because we do not search the 
Scriptures for the messege that we need! 


OUR ENGLISH LETTER 
“ NOVUS.” 


HE General Committee of the Twentieth 
Century Fuod for the furtherance of 
the interests of British (and Irish) Method- 
ism has held its first meeting. So large was 
the attendance that all thought of the 
Centenary Hall as a rendezvous had to be 
abandoned, and Wesley’s Chapel was made 
use of. Tne committee is, in point of fact, 
as the president said, the most important 
financial committee that has ever sat since 
Methodism began. It is charged with the 
raising and spending of a miliion guineas — 
an amount never before raised, or indeed 
aimed at in oneeffort by the Methodist or 
any other church. This first meeting was 
largely concersoed with apportioning grants 
from the prospective million to the various 
objects that it is proposed to benefit. A 
cynic might suggest that this is very like 
counting chickens before they are hatched. 
lt may be so, but the parallel will not lose in 
irrelevancy with the passage of time if the 
temper of the Methodist people be in any 
wise reflected by that of the committec. 
There appears to be an enthusiastic welcome 
lying in wait for the project as soon as it 
becomes fairly bruited among the circuits. 
The Tnanksgiving Fand —the biggest thing 
of the kind ever undertaken before — realized 
£303,000, and it was cuntributed by 70,000 
persons more or less well-to do. ‘he present 
effort aims at enmeshing at least a million 
persons. Of course they will not ail be able 
to contribute the four pounds ten or 80 
apiece that was the average personal contri- 
bution to the Thanksgiving Fund; but it 
will go hard if a million members and adnher- 
ents of Methodism cannot muster an average 
of a guinea per head. Nobody will be 
forcibly prevented from giving more (it 
would not be tike Methodism to interfere! ), 
and those unable personally to scrape a 
guinea together in two years—for tnat is 
the time allowed — wiil nave ample oppor- 
tunity to beg the balance. Tne maio point 
is, that the movement is essentially a demo- 
cratic one. Ua cine * Historic Roll” the 
name of toe Metnoaist millionaire who has 
flung his tnousauds into the treasury will 
not appear in ing one whit biacker or letters 
one ivta iarger than that of the careful 
widow who nas through great tribuiation 
hoarded and begged her not jess acceptable 
guinea, or less. 

The liveliest discussion centered round the 
proposal to spend £250,000 upon a Methodist 
Central Hail for London. There has been an 
unembodied suspicion abroad that the pro- 
jected hail is intended as a headquarters for 
the West London Mission. This it will be, 
and thereby the immense sums paid in rent 
for St. James’ Hall will be saved. But the 
new building, which is to be situated in the 
neighborhood of Regent Street or Charing 
Cross, right in the heart of the West End, 
the busiest part of London after 6 o’clock in 
the evening, will also be a connexional 
head-centre for British Methodism. The 
Centenary Hall and the Mission House are 
neither commodious nor accessible, situated 
as they are in the city, all but deserted after 
nightfall. Many connexional departments 
will find their home in the new Hall, to the 
enormous convenience of officials and the 
facilitating of business. Moreover, it is a 
standing indignity that Lundon contains no 
Methodist hall for a large mass meeting, 
Queen’s Hall, St. James’ Hall and Exeter 
Hall being made use of on these occasions, 
As these halls have scores of other patrons, 
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there is great diffi ulty in hiring them, and 
the Methodist mcet.ugs can only be sand- 
wiched in, often at some very inconvenient 
date, between the other applicants. The 
new Central Hall will obviate all this by 
providing a hall to accommodate 3,000 and 
another to hold 1,000 —assembly halls worthy 
of a great church. Moreover, the building, 
with various offices, anterooms, class-rooms, 
etc., will be a centre of active evangelistic 
work, stand over some 20,000 square feet, and 
contain a reading-room and other rooms 
where young men and women may find a 
place of quiet resort, a Methodist home. As 
Mr. Perks pointed out, viewed even from the 
low standpoint of commerce, the expenditure 
of £150,000 for a site (the building is es- 
timated to cost the other £100,000) in a West 
End main thoroughfare, is a magnificent 
investment. The Centenary Hall site in the 
city was bought in 1839 for £15,000, and some 
£15,000 was spent in building it. Quite lately 
£200 000 was offared for it. It cannot, how- 
ever, well be sold, the trust requiring the 
property to be used primarily for the pur- 
poses of the Foreign Missionary Society. 
This was the answer given to those who pro- 
posed in the course of the committee meeting 
that the Centenary Hall should be sold tv 
provide the funds for the new connexional 
ball. 

One other point proved a rallying centre of 
discussion. Tae Nottingham and Darby 
Synod deputed a member of the committee 
to suggest that one-third of the amounts 
raised forthe Fund by any given circuit be 
retained for the uses of that circuit. That is 
to strike at the very root principle of the 
Fund. Dr. Pope had no difficulty in show- 
ing that circuits in the aggregate will re- 
ceive £400,000 from the Fund (more than 
one-third), £300,000 to be administered by 
the Chapel committee, and £100,000 by the 
Home Mission committee. Were this idea 
entertained of retention by circuits of one- 
third of the amount raised, the committee 
would have very little to do in the way of 
administration, the chief purpose for which 
it was appointed. The intention is, by mak- 
ing the whole of the Fund connexional, to 
assist the poorer circuits with the contribu- 
tions of the richer, thus helping Methodism 
to exist in places where otherwise it might 
die out. The opposite course, that of reten- 
tion, would leave the rich with their riches 
and the poor to hug their poverty. The ad- 
ministrators of the Fund must be trusted to 
do their work justly. 

* o 

Although Viscount Wolseley, commander- 
in-chief of the British Army, referred with 
pleasure not long since to the fact that 
the name of Rev. Owen S. Watkins, Method- 
ist chaplain to the British troops in Egypt, 
had been mentioned in despatches, some 
think that Wesleyan Methodist chaplains 
are treated with scant courtesy by the War 
Office and by military authorities on the 
field. Among those who so think is Rev. 
Arthur Male, himself aforetime a chaplain. 
Sir George Chubb considers that Methodist 
work in the army suffers because the 
Methodist Church neglects to claim the 
proper position for its chaplains. The 
immediate grievance is that while Pres- 
byterian and other chaplains mess with 
the officers andare in all respects treat- 
ed as officers, Methodist chaplains are re- 
quired to herd with the ‘“‘non-coms.” This 
may or may not bea hindrance to Christian 
work among the soldiers. It may be that 
the chaplain who is regarded as a ** gentle- 
man ranker’”’ may possess more influence 
with the men than one who chums with 
the officers. That is a perfectly tenable argu- 
ment, and many are to be found who 
support it. Perhaps, after all, it would 
be better were all chaplains to fare as ‘‘ non- 
coms.”’ To constitute them officers comes 
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very near to countenancing cfficial estab- 
lisaed religion, which n»ne of us lige. 


* * 


Churchmen have takso a little unkindly to 
the selection of Mr. John, Morley to uriie 
the life of Mr. Gladstome. Mr. Morley, as 
most know, occupies the ,agnostic, postiion, 
albeit a wild rumorjwent, the rounds quite 
lately that he was on the point of joining 
the Roman Catholic Church. Nothing, has 
occurred to justify it, and, it must therefore 
be pigeon-holed along with many another 
canard. Although,,Mr. Morley (whose bis- 
toric off snce is that as editor of the Pall Mall 
Gazette he spelt ** God ” with a little “g”’) is 
not himeelf a religious man, and is incapable 
of doing full justice to the religious side of 
Mr. Gladstone’s character, he will have the 
advantage of the assistance of Mr. George 
Russell, a Liberal member of the Established 
Church and leader of the Liberal ** Forwards,”’ 
Canon MacOoil, intimately assoelated with 
Mr. Gladstone in the Armenian as well as in 
other matters, aud the,rector,of Hawarden. 
There is said to be no ground for fear re- 
specting the wealth of material which Mr. 
Gladstone has bequeathed to his literary ex- 
ecutors. 

* * 

Even the High Charen party, let alone the 
Roman Catholics, are accustomed to resort 
to the practice of auricalar confession. They 
show themselves devoid of sympathy who 
condemn indiscriminately with a holy im- 
patience everything contained in the idea of 
the confessional. For it has its uses and its 
perfectly defensible side. The disentangle- 
ment of thought that results from submit- 
ting to another and in some cases a wide in- 
telligence harassing problems of conduct — 
surely this is no small thing. Is it nota 
comfort, too, to sorrow-stricken folk to pour 
their troubles into a sympathetic ear? How 
many, for want of sach an opportunity, have 
taken their lives with their own hands! And 
without doubt the confessional has ere now 
afforded effectual guidanee in time of temp- 
tation. On the other hand, we know that 
its tendency as practiced is to strengthen 
priestly power, to corrupt the young by sug- 
gesting sins to them, and to demoralize the 
priest; and knowing this, we have decided 
that the price to be paid for the confession- 
al’s benefits is too high. Yet,as Dr. Lunn 
has been pointing out, while John Wesley 
condemned the priestiy assumptions of the 
confessional, nobody realized more strongly 
than he the advantages to be derived by 
Christians from obeying the apostolic com- 
mand to confcss their faults one to another. 
lt was therefore that Wesley instituted 
‘* Bands.”’ These were different from class- 
meetings, inasmuch as they consisted of 
those in the society classes who desired a 
deeper spiritual life und wished to associate 
in smaller companies for mutual self-exam- 
ination and prayer. A‘ Band” was made 
up of four persons, sometimes of two only, 
but always of the same sex. When the 
“* Band ” met, such questions were asked as: 
“ What known sins have you committed 
since we last met?” ‘“‘ What temptations 
have you met with?” “ How were you de- 
livered ?”? ““ What have you thought, said, 
or done, of which you do not know whether 
it was sin or not?” No “ Band ” tickets 
were given to those guilty of the sin of wear - 
ing ruffles, from which it is to be presumed 
that members of ‘‘ Bands ” were regarded as 


a kind of hierarchy expected to comply with 
a higher standard than ordinary members of 
society. Afterwards it seems that difficult 

and some scandal arose in connection wit 

the “ Bands; ” it may have been because the 
grouping, necessarily an enormously delicate 
matter, was not done with sufficient tact. 
At any rate, we have in the * Bands’’ Wes- 
ley’s admission of the usefulness of the con- 
fessional in some aspects of it; and he did 
his best, more especially by prohibit the 
mixing of sexes in the same “ »” to 
avoid the confessional’s worst features. 
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THE CHRISTMAS GUEST 
REV. EDWARD A. RAND. 


Cold, cold the night, white, white the snow 
Sharp fiasbing in the icy moon; 

And who as host will shelter give 
My Lord and King who cometh soon ? 


No room for Him in all these homes 
That are ablaze with festal cheer! 

A palace each, but not one couch 
For Him whose advent draweth near! 


No host, no house? Rise up, my soul, 
Thou hast a chamber in this breast! 

Make clean the room, set wide the door; 
Thy King shall be thy Christmas-guesi ! 


Watertown, Mass. 


THE CRISIS IN CHINA 


BISHOP EARL CRANSTON. 


E are at sea today with a ship- 
master who has carried and dia- 
tinctly remembers’ Bishops Foster, 
Fowler, Ninde, Mallalieu and Joyce — 
the present writer being the sixth Meth- 
odist Bishop to travel with him over the 
same route in the same steamer. He isa 
Maine man, of Methodist parentage, his 
venerable mother being still a _ resi- 
dent of Hallowell, and he believes firm- 
ly that Maine is the brightest, best, most 
healthful stretch of country on the face 
of the earth. I am sure that I was more 
heartily welcomed aboard the “ Hae 
Shin ’’ for having come almost directly 
from Maine to Onina. Our little com- 
pany earnestly hope that Captain Wells, 
who is now nearing the end of his voy- 
aging, being sixty-five years old, may 
be spared to return to the State he loves 
so loyally, to spend his last days with 
those who anxiously await his coming. 
Since my name was first publicly men- 
tioned in connection with this visitation 
to Eastern Asia, { have been congratu- 
lated by both missionary and consular 
correspondents that 1 would be visiting 
China at a most interesting period. Not 
one of these friends, however, attached 
to his words, | am sure, any such mean- 
ing as time has given them. They could 
not have foreseen how rapidly the man 
who ruled this ancient empire, and who 
by unrelenting tradition was confined 
within his palace grounds, would ac- 
quire a mental vision of what was pass- 
ing in the world beyond his Great Wall. 
But little by little he had pushed or had 
been pushed against the night horizon 
which had circumscribed the blinking of 
all the preceding ‘“‘ Sons of Heaven,” 
until the light at last broke through 
from beyond — the light of a new day 
and a brighter sun than China had ever 
seen. It may have found its first access 
through the savage rents made in Chi- 
nese complacency by the victorious guns 
of recently emancipated Japan; but no 
matter how or when it came, it discov- 
ered to the Emperor the perils that 
threatened his domain. It required 
singular discernment and rare courage 
in one born and reared as he had been to 
confront successfully a situation so start- 
ling, but he was already inspiring with a 
great hope the real friends of China by 
the reforms instituted and others prom- 
ised, when that happened which so far 
as I can see need not have happened, 
but having transpired cannot be other 
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than disastrous to the country he was 
bravely seeking to save. It should have 
been plain to the sovereigns of Earope 
that this unfortunate ruler had quite 
enough to do to withstand the antago- 
nisms of native conservatism, and to 
placate his own people while projecting 
and putting into execution such remark- 
able measures of reform, and it is cer- 
tainly to the discredit of some of those 
sovereigns that while he was thus 
worthily engaged his palace doors were 
still being impatiently hammered at by 
their representatives with domands that 
added immensely to the embarrassments 
of his position. Vehement diplomacy 
was never more out of place than at 
that critical juncture in the history of 
such a people, but the insane greed and 
insaner jealousy which scorn the claims 
of equity cannot be expected to observe 
even the plainest proprieties. What if 
every reqaired concession made more 
diffisult tne pathwayof reform and the 
maintenance of order in the empire ? 
Stir up dissension; sow confusion in his 
councils; entangle him in the difficulties 
of his own brave undertakings — else he 
may yet make China strong and save her 
territory intact! If this had been the 
deliberately conceived purpose and pro- 
gram, the method for its accomplish- 
ment could not have bsen more effect- 
ual. 

O sserving the rapidity with which the 
Emperor’s radical edicts followed each 
other during the eventful months im- 
mediately preceding his dethronement, 
some may be disposed tv say that he 
advanced too rapidly. That may be 
true; and yet, had the professions of 
the so-called Christian nations been 
sincere and unselfish, with what shrewder 
diplomacy could he have moved at that 
juncture, for the preservation of his 
territorial domain, than by taking vol- 
untarily the initiative, as he did, in 
liberalizing his government through the 
introdaction of modern ideas and meth- 
ods? It was more than an assurance of 
progress toward better things and freer 
commerce — it was in effect the most 
forceful plea he could make for being 
left alone. Had Russia been content 
with the outlook, all might have been 
well; but her inflaence, whatever her 
motive, was cast against reform. It is 
said and believed by those who at close 
range have observed the course of 
events, that she counseled the Chinese 
leaders against the introduction of 
Western ideas and improvements. To 
make her counsels more effective she 
would hardly have hesitated then to 
give to the Empress Dowager and her 
conservative advisers assurances of help 
in case their coup d’état should arouse 
armed opposition. What the compact 
may have been the fature will presently 
reveal. Ocrtain it is that no friend of 
China or of Christian missions can find 
comfort in the outlook, with Russian 
influence in the ascendant. 

The Empress Dowager is of the ancient 
régime. She is said to be a woman of 
imperious character and with nerve to 
match her will. Nobody, save the im- 
perial household, knows what goes on 
in the ‘*“ Forbidden Oity.“ By adroit 
management a revolution may bs organ- 
ized and consummated before any one 
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outside is aware that such a grave 
matter is in contemplation. It may be 
that the Emperor was very ill. He had 
undergone enough to drive astrong man 
to despair. But that such a conspicuous 
man and ruler, in whose life and admin- 
istration centered so many great public 
interests, involving immense invest- 
ments and far-reaching projects of other 
nations as well as his own, should, at a 
moment so critical, suddenly be thrust 
aside, and neither protest be heard nor 
determined inquiry instituted, from 
within or without his own country, is 
one of the undauplicated marvels of 
history. Kaglish and Ampricans alike, 
here in Oniaa, have been unanimous in 
the sentiment that the Powers should 
instract their representatives to demand 
personal audience with ths late Emperor, 
that the world might be satisfiad that 
the crime committed against His Majesty 
stopped with dethronement. It was 
doubtless to forestall any such demand 
that the Empress R3gent ‘ accepted the 
offer”’ of the Freach ambassador to send 
his physician to the relief of His Majesty 
— for it is a most significant feature of 
that proposition and its outcome that 
although the Empress advertised by 
edict issued immediately after the coup 
d'état for any physicians in the empire 
skillful in treating disease to be sent to 
Peking at onc3 for His Majesty’s benefit, 
it should have taken those concerned 
nearly three w2eks to think of having 
the French doctor called or sant from his 
Legation in Peking to the Palace only a 
mile away! Had Rassian and French 
interests been inimical, rather than the 
opposite, this expedient might have 
been less transparent. S:ill it was adroit 
enough to answer its purpose. 

The Chinese populace did not alto- 
gether misread the meaning of the phe- 
nomenal revolution at the capital when 
they interpreted it as bearing against 
foreigners as wellasreform. The news 
of the change reached us just as we 
landed on Chinese soil. Raport had it 
that the Emperor had been poisoned; 
by whom, was not stated, but, curiously, 
his best friends — the progressives, of 
course — were the suspected parties! A 
week from that time, when the mob at- 
tacked my family and other foreigners as 
they were passing from the railway sta- 
tion to the missionary compound in Pe- 
king, they must have had more light on 
the situation than was reflected from 
that first ingenious invention sent out 
through the closed gates of the capital. 
Other like street attacks followed, and it 
required prompt action by the Legations 
and the most impressive proclamations 
from the Empress, backed by stringent 
police measnres, to suppress the riotous 
disposition of the people. The leading 
ambassadors at once ordered marines 
from their respective war vessels for the 
protection of their officia) quarters, and 
brought them in over the protest of the 
yamen. This had the effect of forcing 
from the Empress an edict of general 
application throughout the Empire, set- 
ting forth that the attitude of the (new) 
government toward foreigners would be 
protective — and it was as strong in 
tone as anything the reform Emperor 
could have said on the subject. But 


that edict cannot practically avail for 
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protection in remote provinces unless 
the viceroys be in accord with its re- 
quirements. The people are acquiescent 
in the change at Peking because of what 
it signifies with reference to the new and 
old order of things. Progressives have 
been beheaded in the capital and de- 
graded in the provinces, and these facts 
count for more than edicts of protection 
compelled by treaty or exacted by force. 
Heads with ideas in them have a pecul- 
iar attraction for the sword of the ready 
executioner in China just now. A more 
recent edict suppresses all newspapers 
printed in the vernacular. Another re- 
stores the antiquated form of examina- 
tion for Chinese scholars. The venera- 
ble Dr. Martin, who has written several 
excellent books on China, and who had 
been chosen by the Emperor to organize 
and conduct the Imperial University on 
modern methods, is still confident that 
the plans will be carried into effect; but 
if the government fears the Chinese 
newspaper, it will hardly risk a modern 
system of instruction under imperial 
sanction and support. I fear that the 
Doctor will find the edict supreme when 
the new curriculum is to be finally fixed. 
The inscrutable Asiatic may yield to co- 
ercion, but he cannot be compelled to 
think through his face or put his inmost 
thought on paper until he is ready. 
There can be no question that the Em- 
peror had a respectable and gréwing fol- 
lowing in his reform movements. Under 
his protection and leadership great things 
would have followed. But left alone, or 
under Manchurian control, the masses 
are well satisfied with the old ways. One 
might think that the Chinese merchants 
and bankers who have become wealthy 
through their business relations with 
foreigners, and who should be able to in- 
telligently value the advantages of 
Western civilization, would be outspoken 
for progress. On the contrary, they are 
among the most conservative. A gen- 
tleman who has traveled for many years 
in eastern and southern Asia, and whose 
business has given him familiar acquaint- 
ance with such men in China, told me a 
few days ago that he had again and again 
sought for some hopeful indications of a 
-change of sentiment with reference to 
the presence and helpfulness of foreign- 
ers. He had questioned leading China- 
men in groups and alone, with the same 
result, even in the confidences of his 
personal friendships with them. A very 
wealthy Chinaman in Shanghai, who 
owes his great fortune to opportunities 
opened by the foreigners, resident there 
in larger numbers than elsewhere in the 
empire, said: ‘I am worth about ten 
millions of dollars. I would willingly 
lay down the last dollar of it if China 
could be as it was before the foreigner 
came amongst us.“ He then proceeded 
to argue in favor of the simple and patri- 
archal order as the best for the masses 
of the people, clinching his statements 
finally with the declaration that the for- 
eigner is never contented; that he would 
not have come to China if happy in his 
own land; that here he is never satisfied 
with his lot, and that even if the man be 
doing well he is not able to make money 
fast enough to meet the ever-increasing 
ambitions of his wife —so the home is 
not happy and cannot be under such 


ZION’S HERALD 


ideas of life. ‘‘If our people take up 
with these notions they will never be 
contented any more.”’ 

My friend did not approve the views he 
had elicited, of course, but he was com- 
pelled to respect the frankness with 
which they were stated. I am afraid he 
was not as ready as he should have been 
with a Christian’s answer to such com- 
plaints of ‘ civilization.”” The lesson of 
the incident is that the antipathy of thia 
people to the foreigner is deep-seated. 
They cannot be bribed, much less forced, 
to love us. Against this inborn antago- 
nism — which only the more intelligent 
will care to justify by argument — Ohris- 
tianity must make headway. The process 
is of necessity slow. Mistreatment of 
China by the nations called Christian has 
immensely added to and grievously com- 
plicated the task of the missionary. Ro- 
manism, which gets on by substituting 
its saints for the native idols, works here 
its usual amount of mischief. The now 
dethroned Emperor was allowing the 
people to think, and was preparing to 
train progressive leaders. That was the 
hope and harbinger of Ohrist’s day of 
victory in China. 

How far that day has been delayed by 
the adverse influences and happenings 
so hastily mentioned in this letter, no 
man may say. God’s way for the recon- 
struction of Ohina may not be ours. 
China is not as Bishop Joyce left it, nor 
as it was but six short weeks ago. Even 
the dispensaries, where missionary phy- 
sicians receive and treat the suffering 
free of charge, have felt the unfriendli- 
ness of the new atmosphere, the timid 
people appearing unwilling to risk being 
identified in any way with the foreigner 
while rumors and threats are abroad. But 
the lines are solid and unbroken so far as 
our native Christians are concerned. The 
congregations are as large as usual, the 
schools full, indicating that those who 
know us will stay with us, and that Christ 
has a people who will in His own good 
time possess the land, let the nations do 
as they will. 


CHRISTMAS, 1898 
REV. W. HARRISON. 


HE Obristmas celebration once more 
signals its approach, and into De- 
cember’s dreary drift of shortening days 
we welcome this fair messenger of 
brighter and happier hours. For nearly 
twice ten hundred years increasing 
throngs have paused amid the walks and 
works of life to mark the memorable 
date and share the common joy which 
somehow or other springs from that 
event which has in royal and heroic form 
flung its impress and influence across 
the world. 

Explain it as we may, it isa fact which 
has compelled an indisputable and uni- 
versal acknowledgment, that something 
transpired in the East about twenty 
centuries ago, and from that time to this 
has fixed with imperious authoritative 
hand the calendar of civilized nations 
and the registers and chronicles of the 
world. Every book from the printing 
press, every morning’s newspaper, every 
letter of affection, every bequest from 
the dying, and every contract of the liv- 
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ing,' bear silent .witness of the truth of 
the Christian story. 

In the year 750, according to the 
way the Roman Empire reckoned the 
years, there came into the world a Man, 
the Lord Jesus, who, by His marvelous 
and matchless life, re-arranged all histo- 
ry and caused people to forget all their 
old dates, so that everything that hap- 
pened before He came should be count- 
ed from the year of His birth, and every- 
thing that has happened since, and ev- 
erything that is likely to happen in the 
heavens or on the earth, should be reck- 
oned from the same date. That the sub- 
lime personality of the Redeemer occu- 
pies a unique and untouched pre-emi- 
nence in the chronology of the world ad- 
mits of no dispute. This is granted even 
by the most arrogant ,doubter. The 
most blatant infidel and the most infiua- 
ential agnostic cannot and will not deny 
this much. ‘‘Why does not the world 
of today reckon its time from the nativ- 
ity of Confucius, or Socrates, or Homer, 
or any other of its distinguished sons or 
memorable events, rather than from 
the once lowly and despised , Nazarene ? 
The reply may be found in the fact that 
there is but one Name that endures and 
fills the world with a lustre that eclipses 
all others. There is but one event that 
can prove the pivot of time upon which 
all others may be safely balanced with- 
out any danger of their tumbling into 
chronological confusion — that is, the 
advent of Jesus. Ina most unexampled 
and sovereign manner Christ sways the 
world’s great pendulum and regulates 
the horologe of history.’”’ ,It may then 
be said that every man who reads or 
heeds December 25, 1898, consciously 
or unconsciously recognizes the great 
fact upon which the whole stupendous 
structure of Ohristianity and Ohristen- 
dom so firmly and surely rests. 

It is not a matter of surprise that men 
are asking, with an ever-deepening in- 
terest and wonder, what mighty, over- 
mastering impulse it is that has traveled 
over the vanished institutions and em- 
pires of two thousand years and atill 
proves itself sufficient to touch and move 
the world’s big heart today and inspire 
it with loftier and sunnier moods than all 
other events combined can do. What 
august transaction is it that has marched 
across the world’s horizon and left its 
imverishable track upon all the subse- 
quent years and wins a wider recogni- 
tion and commemoration as the genera- 
tions come and go? Surely any event 
that can lay its hands of power upon the 
swiftest, busiest of all ages and arrest its 
vast and infinitely varied machinery, 
that can draw out the richest harmonies 
of praise and joy and command the in- 
tellectual and religious homage of the 
most enlightened pvoples of the globe, 
and can do all this on an ever-extend- 
ing scale some eighteen hundred years 
after its occurrence, forever refuses 
to be classed among the things that are 
commonplace or to be pushed aside with- 
out some fair and adequate explanation. 

It is the veriest nonsense to assert that 
this great Christmas anniversary is the 
creation of some ancient outburst of 
empty sentimentalism, some brilliant 
hallucination, or some lawless and im- 
mortal dream. Such solutions are met 
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by a fierce intellectual protest and re- 
bellion, and cannot for a moment sustain 
the pressure which the situation and 
facts have placed upon them. No be- 
witching wizardry of remote ecclesias- 
tics, and no charm of the sorcerer’s art, 
can hush the poorer elements in the 
race’s tumultuous life, and ring to their 
merriest peal the joy bells of this most 
tropical age that time has ever seen. It 
is only when we cast the lead of our in- 
quiry into deeper waters that we reach 
the answer which satisfies the severest 
demands. 

In the Christian teaching of the In- 
earnation we find the fact which chal- 
lenges our highest attention and which 
crowns and glorifies the sacred page from 
first to last. In this fact we discover 
the dynamo which has sent its light 
through the long coil of past centuries, 
and which still is shining at our end to- 
day. In God manifest in the flesh the 
far-off promises are realized, the un- 
conscious wailings of the heathen ages 
are met with the divinest response, and 
in the Christ of the New Testament, 
humanity in all its sorrows, mysteries, 
aspirations and needs finds a broad, 
strong, central column of relief against 
which to lean amid all the convulsions 
and almost tragic experiences of a 
changing and unhappy world. The long 
years did wait the coming of the 
Redeemer, and when He came the “ one 
great hour of time”’ was fixed forever. 

The Ohristmas rejoicings, in their 
truest and happiest interpretation, com- 
memorate the occasion when the Infi- 
nite and Unconditional projected Him- 
self into His own creation and thus 
became known as never before to finite 
intelligence. From that day of glorious 
revelation of the unseen, time’s deeply 
furrowed brow began to brighten with 
the dawn of calmer and sunnier days. 
A new epoch was ushered in. Silences, 
as old as creation, were broken, and vis- 
ions transcendent of God and of God’s 
boundless love flashed forth to gladden 
the pilgrimage of millions through all 
the succeeding years. The advent of 
Jesus aroused a slambering world, start- 
ed revelations rather than reformations 
of existing conditions, turned the 
stream of history into new channels, 
made a new period from which to regu- 
late the affairs and lifetime of the world, 
and lifted signals of blessing for a strug- 
gling and famishing race. The late Gail 
Hamilton, speaking of the present hold 
of Gospel truth upon men, said: “It 
requires no learning to see that if the 
the stamp of Christ and Ohristianity 
and everything which has come from it 
into the life of the world could suddenly 
and completely be burned out of the 
memory and consciousness and record of 
man, society would be a chaos.”’ 

As we greet again the great Christian 
festival, with the nations and tribes 
speaking the ‘‘sweet story of old” in 
some four hundred tongues and lan- 
guages of earth, we can with an ever- 
deepening joy unite in singing, — 

‘* Hail, Prince of life, forever hail! 
Redeemer, Brother, Friend! 
Though earth and time and ,life should 
fail, 
Thy praise shall never end.” 


Bathurst, N. B. 


ZION’S HERALD 


A CHRISTMAS THOUGHT 
GEORGE WHITEFIELD D’VYS. 


(The note which accompanied this poem was so 
interestiag, that we hope the writer will not demur 
if we share a portion of it with our readers: “ itis 
probably twenty years since I wrote to the HERALD. 
I was then bus a lad, and it was at the death of my 
Sunday-school teacher, Mr James Piatt, a leader in 
what was then Mr. Bates’ charge. Since that time 
God has laid heavily upon me His afflicting Hand, 
and for nineteen years no word has come to me 
from the pulpit because of deafness, while the only 
print [ dare read, with the aid of a magnifying glass, 
is Zion’s HERALD, which indeed is a comfort to me. 
I thank you for the portrait of Rev. Wm. R. Olark, 
published last summer. Uade- his pastorate, at the 
Meridian St. Church, when I was in the primary 
department of the school, ‘the way of life’ was 
shown to me at one of Dr. Olark’s children’s meet- 
ings; and along all these years of trial and affliction 
—even of total blindness for months, when it was 
said I coald never see or hear aught again — there 
always was the Way. I also thank you for the 
pvem,‘ The Road Home.’ It has long been a com- 
fort to my heart, and gave rise to the verses I send 
herewith.’’) 


Many the giad and happy thoughts this 
Christmastide doth bring; 

The love of God, the peace of Christ, my 
happy heart can sing; 

Yet the thought that warms and thrills me 
as the pilgrim way i roam, 

Is the gladsome, blest assurance —the road 
is leading home! 


Home that the Christ-Child yielded for the 
millions of this earth, 

For whom He brought salvation through 
His poor and lowly birth: 

Through His sinlessness, His sufferings 
and death on Ualvary, 

His resurrection, bringing life and im- 
mortality. 


Home, where with this Saviour eternity is 
spent, 

A safe and glorious shelter where all is 
glad content; 

With companionship of loved ones, more 
precious than before, 

Oh, who would mind the journey withsuch 
happiness in store ?”’ 


- 


The road is leading homeward, no matter 
what befall; 

Temptations, burdens, trials — He gives me 
strength for all. 

And I have but once to travel o’er the 
rough and thorny way,”’ 

Nor shall I fear or tremble at the closing of 
the day. 


- 
- 


The road is leading homeward. Through 
God’s most precious gift, 

There’s not a cloud above me but has this 
glorious rift; 

And when the journey’s ended, the gates 
of death shall be 

The open gates of glory, through the 
Christ-Cnhild born for me. 


Somerville, Mass. ad 


MINDING ONE’S Ps 
REV. JOHN R. CUSHING. 


HE orator and the writer on ‘“ Fore- 

fathers’ Day”? must mind their Ps. 

Otherwise the Qs (questions ?) will challenge 
at once. 

Pilgrim and Puritan Fathers are too oftea 
confounded with Church Fathers and Con- 
script Fathers. Every ‘ Literary and Scien- 
tific Circle ” in the land ought to unite their 
efforts to remedy this want of discrimi- 
nation, 

The distinction between the Pilgrim and 
Puritan is sharp and clear. The Pilgrim 
Fathers, who landed at Plymouth Rock in 
1620, were not Puritans,,but were, inj Eng- 
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land, persecuted by the Puritans. The Pil- 
grims never persesuted anybody, Churchman 
or Dissenter, Baptist or Quaker. The Pil- 
grims founded Plymouth Colony and were 
Dissenters. The Puritan came to Salem and 
Boston in 1630, and he belonged to the 
Established Church. The Puritan believed 
that the state had power to enforce religious 
obedience and to secure uniformity in relig- 
fous doctrine and practice. The Pilgrim 
believed in perfect religious liberty and the 
right of private judgment. The Pilgrim had 
none of the Puritan’s harshness, intolerance 
and bigotry. He was like him in that he 
believed in the absolute submission of his 
will to God, in a personal immortality and 
a future life; but utterly unlike him when 
be declared he would not use force nor yield 
to force in matters of religion. The Pilgrims 
were true followers of Luther, who said: ‘‘I 
will preach it, { will talk it, but I will force 
it upon no man; for faith must be willing, 
without compulsion or restraint.” 

The Puritan of Salem and Boston must be 
a member of the church in order to vote. 
Not so the Pilgrim of the Plymouth Colony. 
The Pilgrim had seen in Holland the oldest 
and best system of common schools; he had 
seen the constant reading of the Bible in all 
households; he had seen the security to 
individual freedom of a written ballot; he 
had learned, in Holland, the importance of a 
public registration of deeds; he had seen 
people living ander a written constitution, 
and he knew the power of a free press. He 
appreciated an equal distribution of in- 
heritance. 

The American Republic has inherited the 
spirit and followed the example of the Pil- 
grims—not the Puritans. Puritanism in 
America is waxing old and passing away. 
‘“‘Graad, stern, solemn men were those 
Puritans; men of granite, men ofiron. But 
Bradford and Brewster and Robinson were 
men of grander moid than they. Ihey were 
wheat winnowed from wheat; gold refined 
from gold; in storms and in fires, before 
which, stuff that, in other ages, would have 
been called heroic, vanished away.”’ 


Malden, Mass. 


The Power that Moved Him 


HERE was one who told me this story of 
his father, long years ago: His father 
and another able scholar were two of the 
most brilliant men of the year at Cambridge, 
I suppose now something like seveaty years 
ago. Taey finished their college course to- 
gether, coming out two senior scholars of 
Trinity Uollege. ‘The father’s associate said 
to him: “‘I donot believe now tnat there is 
any power in the world which can convince 
me that there is a God, orthat it can be 
known.” That was a fine height for walls to 
be raised against God. In such a spirit as 
that he finished that portion of his life’s 
training, thinking himself to be an impreg- 
nabie fortress, which no power of God could 
break down. 

A littie while after taking his degree he 
was spending some time in a country house. 
Among the guests came a lady who witnina 
few weeks had lost her husband and three 
children —the only three she had—at a 
single blow. She was there in the house, in 
the presence and company of this atheist 
just after the blow had fallen upon her. All 
knew the story and pitied her for it; but 
about that woman there was such an un- 
eartaly peace,such an unanswerable calm 
and presence of God, that the proud man was 
bowed to the dust, and said to himself: 
* There is a God whom I do not know.” For 
weeks he fought against the conviction, and 
duriog weeks the Spirit of God strove with 
him, breaking down one by one the turrets, 
fortresses and wall which he had built. — Ez 
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THE FAMILY 


‘FOR THOU ART CHRIST”’ 
LOUISE DUNHAM GOLDSBERRY. 


So still, almost you hear the little frosts 
Spinning their crystal silence on the 
brook; 
Almost it eeems the lonely shadows hearken, 
And the cold hills lean in the dark to look 
Down the wady! 


The rimy grasses babble to the mallow — 
One cometh through their shaken silver 
sea; 
The nestless birdie in the sullen bramble 
Fall weeting makes her lonely litany, 
Where Mary goes! 


Fall softly speed the winds that tell the 
tidings, 
And etars like sentries of the night dis- 
perse ; 
Listen, dear King, there’s footstep on the 
mountain, 
And ceaseless trees as if they held converse 
Warder the way! 


A little voice cries in the lanterned cavern, 
Angels encamp the road to Bethlehem; 
Here’s spice and gold, dear King, and myrrh 
for balming, 
Forgive the world’s poor tears that sprinkle 
them, 
For Thou art Christ ! 


Washington, D. C. 


Thoughts for the Thoughtful 
Christmastide 





O happy time of all the year, 

Though nature’s face be chill and drear, 
The birth-time of the dear Christ- Child 
Makes warm and bright the dreary wild! 
And pain of earthly woe shall cease, 

As on the heart the chrism of ce 


Shall fall, as gleams from out the Star 
Make bright the place where shadows are. 


— Emily Bugbee Johnson. 


The sound of the Ohristmas message 
brings hope to the world. The centuries, 
as they come and go, do not destroy its 


‘ beauty, wear oat its meaning, or ex- 


* 


haust its power. — Christian Guardian. 


Christmas is the time not only for love 
and good deeds, but for worship also. 
None can take part in a Coristmas which 
is happy as well as merry, until they 
have joined in the angelic song, ‘‘ Glory 
to God in the highest! Peace on earth, 
good-will toward men! ’’ — Churchman. 


norte 


The finest one can give is always him- 
self. ‘‘The gift without the giver is 
bare.”” You may have not one dollar to 
spend, but you can carry sunshine if 
your face is bright and your manner is 
sympathetic and your heart is genuinely 
loving. Not in purple or fine-twined 
linen, not in silver or gold, not in any 
perishable earthly commodity inheres 
the elixir of the Ohristmas joy; it is 
finer, subtler, sweeter, than aught money 
can bay; it in distilled from a heart “ at 
leisure from itself,’’ and over it angels 
have chanted “Glory to God in the 
highest, peace on earth, good-will to 
men.’’—Margaret E. Sangster. 


a *% 


We seem to hear, as we listen, all over 
the world voices of need, calling for 
help, sympathy, forbearance, forgive- 
ness, justice, for all manner of service in 
homes, schools, stores, factories, the 
attics of t{ towns, the huts and 
swamps of savage peoples. The cry of 
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God is in the voices of His children. 
Who will serve? Who will help? Do 
not say we will give so much —a per- 
centage out of our profits. Men have 
tried that for thousands of years, and 
have failed. Give yourselves. “ Here 
am I: send me.” That is the joyful 
Christmas cry that will make the weary 
world merry. — Rev. Charles F. Dole. 

It was in closing December He was 
born, to show that this is a Obrist for 
people in sharp blast, for people under a 
clouded sky, for ple th frosted 
hopes, for psople with thermometer be- 
low zero, for people snowed under. 
That is the reason He is so often found 
among the destitute. You can find 
Him apy night coming off the moors; 
you can see Him any night coming 
through the dark lanes of the * you 
can see Him putting His hand under the 
fainting headin the pauper’s cabin. He 
remembers how the wind whistled 
around the caravansary that December 
night, in Bethlehem, and He is in sym- 
pathy with all those who in their pov- 
erty hear the shutters clatter on a cold 
right.— T. DeWitt Talmage, D. D. 


The signs are not few that, in spite of 
wars and tumalts and the bitterness of 
strife between men, the world does move 
toward the reign of peace and good-will; 
and the signs are many, to those who 


-choose to see them, that the Obrist who 


was in Bethlehem, in the lowliest of sur- 
roundings and the most unpretentious 
conditions, isin the world today, clad in 
humility and clothed in the garb of ob- 
scurity. . . . The world was never so full 
of humble, unostentatious, Ohristian 
service as today. Beneath the uproar of 
contending principles and the clash of 
opposing forces, which seem sometimes 
to fill the whole world with the tumult 
of their antagonisms, there is another 
world, fall of pain and sorrow and heavy 
with care, but full also of the sweetness 
of sacrifice, the joy of surrender, and the 

eace of unselfishness. In this silent world 

ve and move men and women of all so- 
cial grades and conditions, with little in 
common save a beautiful spirit of self- 
surrender, and that modesty of nature 
which shrinks from praise because praise 
seems undeserved. He who looks for 
the Christ in thie world will find Him in 
numberless homes and in countless lives. 
— Outlook. 


o 
* . 
Lo! we have traveled from a country far, 
ee of failure, deserts sad and 
w 
And, even as of old came Eastern kings, 
With costly treasures, led here by Thy Star, 
We, ~~ would bring Thee our poor offer- 
ngs, 
O Word Incarnate! Bethlehem’s Holy Child, 
Accept our gifts and us of Thy great grace — 
Myrrb for our Sorrows, Frankincense for 


aith 
And Gold tor Love that is more strong than 
Death! 


— Christian Burke. 


O God, who hast so loved the world as 
to give Thine only Son for its redemp- 
tion, grant us joyful hearts as we ap- 
prouch the Adventtime! With angels 
and spirits of Thy saints in glory, we 
bow before Thy Throne, O Christ, re- 
membering with thanksgiving that Thou 
wast once a child in Bethlehem. Thou, 
too, hast entered by the gates of birth 
into the mystery of our humanity. By 
an infant’s weakness and the obedience 
of a son Thou hast laid hold upon our 
mortal life. Thou hast shared its pains 
and sorrows, its labor and repose. Thou 
hast known the rest of friendship and 
the bitterness of misunderstanding. By 
the fellowship of mvuther’s love in Beth- 
lehem and father’s care in Egypt, Thy 
boyhood in the fields of Nazareth, Thy 
handling of the workman’s tools and 
wages, Thou hast made Thyself our 
brother. As we bring gifts to others 
whom Thou hast given us for love and 
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care, we offer Thee our heart’s thanks- 
giving and the service of our lives. Our 
richest gifts are Thine. Help us to min- 
ister in loving-kindness to Thy brothers 
on the earth, to walk with Thee in daily 


cheerfulness, to wait Thy purpose with 


assurance of a childlike faith. Let Thy 

—— be multiplied upon the earth and 
hy will accomplished in the affairs of 

men. Amen! — Congregationalist. 


Dear God, so far in the lifted heavens, — 
So low in the dust they lie, 

To whom no glimpse of the day is given, 
No star in their midnight sky; 


The burdened and weary, the sick and faint, 
Who moan out their despair 

Till the still air pulses with their complaint, 
And the pang of unheeded prayer. 


Sweet choir of God, this Christmastide 
Sing out your song again. 
Is the Christ-child born? Has He come to 
abide ? 
Does it mean “‘ good-will to men ? ”’ 


Shine out, O star, on their darkened way 
W hose eyes with tears are dim, 

The Christ-child lives somewhere today — 
Make clear the road to Him! 


— Mary Lowe Dickinson. 


KATHERINE’S CHRISTMAS 


IDA KENNISTON. 


66 UNICE!”’ 
* Well?” 

‘*T have been thinking about COhrist- 
mas — and it seems to me we shall find 
it a lonesome day. It is all very well for 
two ‘ bachelor maids’ to keep house in a 
cozy little flat, with a nice old Cousin 
Myra for housekeeper and chaperone, 
but when it comes to Thanksgiving and 
Ohristmas days, it’s a wee bit lone- 
some.”’ 

‘*T know it,’’? replied Eunice, soberly. 
To keep Ohristmas properly we need 
a Christmas tree, a Santa Olaus, two or 
three children, and a grandmother or 
two.”’ 

Katherine laughed, and then frowned 
thoughtfully for a few moments. 

* Eanice, why can’t we — borrow some 
children and grandmothers ? ”’ 

Eunice looked her astonishment at 
this somewhat novel proposition, but 
made no reply, and waited for further 
explanation. 

“*T believe we might do it,’”’ Katherine 
went on with sudden animation and 
growing interest. ‘*There must be a 
good many children, and grown people 
too, in this big city, who won’t have 
much Ohristmas cheer. We might invite 
a few forlorn little waifs here, give them 
a tree and a few presents and a good 
dinner, and try to make it a real Ohrist- 
mas for them. Let’s do it, Eanie."’ 

“It would be a lot of work,” said 
Eunice, “* but — well, I believe we should 
enjoy it. And it seems as if we ought to 
do something to brighten other people’s 
lives a little on His birthday. I agree if 
Myra approves.”’ 

Cousin Myra was consulted and did 
“approve,” and the two girls became 
quite eager over their plan. 

Katherine and Eunice Hollister were 
young ‘“‘ business women.” Katherine 
was a stenographer in the office of a 
weekly magazine, and Eunice had a 
good position as a bookkeeper. They 
led busy, happy lives, working steadily 
and earnestly during business hours, and 
spending their evenings oftenest at 
home engaged in study, or Eanice with 
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her beloved music while Katherine read man, dryly. “But you might classify 


or wrote, 

A few days later the invitations to 
their little festival had been given and 
accepted. Eunice and a few of the 
young ladies in her Sunday-school class 
sometimes went to an Old Ladies’ Home 
on Sunday afternoons, to sing hymns in 
their sweet young voices, or to have a 
friendly chat with the old ladies, who 
looked forward with pleasure to the 
visits from the bright young people. 
From this Home Eunice now invited 
two ‘‘ grandmas” with whom she had 
become acquainted. 

Then there were two little sisters of 
seven and nine who had been left or- 
phans a few weeks before. Mr. Goodale, 
the minister at the church which Kath- 
erine and Eunice attended, had tried to 
interest some of his parishioners in find- 
ing a permanent home for the little girls, 
but they had been placed, temporarily, 
in one of the Orphans’ Homes of the 
city. There was also another child, a 
little tot of three years,in the Home, 
whom Eunice and Katherine chanced 
to see when they went to invite the little 
girls. This little one, Hazel by name, 
Eunice declared to be “the sweetest 
little dear,’’ and she had begged to be 
allowed to *‘ borrow’”’ her also. 

One evening, a few days before Christ- 
mas, Katherine and Eunice were putting 
the finishing touches to the wardrobe of 
the dolls that were to delight their small 
guests, when the bell rang, and Myra 
admitted Mr. Anderson. Mr. Anderson 
was one of the assistant editors of the 
magazine in whose office Katherine 
worked. Katherine had found his 
friendly advice and criticism of great 
help when she had first ventured into 
the field of story-writing. By hard 
work and patient study she had already 
won an encouraging amount of success, 
and was grateful for the helpful hints 
she had received. 

Mr. Anderson smiled when he saw the 
work on which the young ladies were 
engaged. ‘‘ You seem to have enlisted 
in the service of Santa Olaus,’’ he re- 
marked. ‘* What small children are 
these intended for, Miss Hollister? ”’ 

** The dollies are for some small visit- 
ors whom we expect on Christmas Day,”’ 
Katherine replied. ‘‘I am afraid you 
will laugh at our amateur philanthropy 
if I tell you of our Christmas plans.”’ 

Mr. Anderson did not laugh, however, 
when the girls told him of their plans, 
but seemed quite interested. 

“Tt is a kind thought,” he said. ‘I 
have sometimes wondered why people 
who have pleasant homes so seldom 
offer to share them with others less 
fortunate, on such occasions. But it 
seems to me,’’ he went on, ‘‘that the 
male element is not very well repre- 
sented at your family gathering. You 
say you are to have two ‘borrowed 
grandmothers,’ but you evidently con- 
sider grandfathers a superfluous bless- 
ing.”’ 

‘*We would ask themif we knew of 
any who would care for an invita- 
tion,’’ said Katherine. Then, in a spirit 
of mischief, she added: ‘' Perhaps you 
would kindly offer to fill the réle, Mr. 
Anderson ?”’ 

‘‘ No, [thank you,” replied that gentle- 


me as a lonely orphan, and so bestow on 


me the honor of an invitation. Just 
think,” he went on in a would-be 
pathetic tone, ‘“‘a poor little orphan 
boy, only six feet two, age twenty- 
eight, thrown on the tender mercies of 
a boarding-house keeper for his Christ- 
mas dinner! It is your bounden duty, 
Miss Hollister, to include me among 
your beneficiaries.” 

However, Katherine refused to con- 
sider him in the light of a worthy ap- 
plicant for Christmas charity, and he 
was obliged to go away without his invi- 
tation. 

A few days later he came again, bring- 
ing with him a bundle of toys and dec- 
orations for the Christmas tree. ‘‘ Miss 
Hollister, if you have room for a grand- 
pa at your holiday feast, I can tell you 
of a worthy candidate,’ he said. 
“There is an old gentleman of my ac- 
quaintance who keeps a small news- 
stand on the sidewalk. He has no rel- 
atives, lives alone, and even gets his 
own meals. I suspect he sometimes has 
a hard time to get along, though he 
always seems as cheerful and jolly as 
possible. He was inthe Civil War, andI 
found out a few months ago that he 
served in the same regiment with my 
father, so I feel a sort of interest in him, 
and always stop for a minute’s chat when 
I pass that way.”’ 

‘*We should be very glad to invite 
him, if you think he would care to 
come,” said Katherine promptly; and 
Eunice also gave a ready assent. 

A day or two before Ohristmas the 
little party was increased by two addi- 
tional invitations. Charlie Burr, a small 
boy of twelve, was invited, and, at Mr. 
Goodale’s request, Cousin Myra asked 
Andrew Holt, a young theological stu- 
dent. Mr. Holt was very young, and it 
was his first year away from home. Mr. 
Goodale had been sorry for the boy in 
his evident loneliness and homesickness, 
and had asked him to dine at the parson- 
age on Christmas Day, but owing to the 
sudden illness of Mrs. Goodale had been 
obliged to rescind the invitation. 

At last Christmas Day came. The 
guests had been urged to come early, 
that they might have a good long day 
together. Eunice went to bring the lit- 
tle girls, and the two grandmas appeared 
at the appointed time, their faces bright 
with the anticipations of a pleasant day. 
Then Mr. Anderson came with Grandpa 
Sears, and before long all the Christmas 
party was gathered in the pleasant 
rooms, which had been made bright with 
holly wreaths and evergreens. The lit- 
tle tree, gay with its decorations and 
pretty gifts, stood in one corner of the 
parlor. It had been decided to distribute 
the gifts from the tree soon after the 
guests had all arrived, and Mr. Ander- 
son begged to remain and see the dis- 
tribution. 

Every one was pleased, for every one 
had been remembsred. The little girls 
were blissfully happy with the dolls and 
other gifts they received. Each child had 
apair of bright woolen mittens marked, 
“From Grandma;’’ Charlie’s eyes 
brightened at the sight of the books 
which Mr. Anderson had selected for 
him; the old ladies were quietly but 
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sincerely pleased at the dainty caps and 
pretty aprons which the young ladies bad 
made for them; while Katherine and 
Eanice were touched and gratified on 
finding that Mrs. Bascom and Mrs. Willis 
had knit them each a pair of pretty silk 
mittens. 

The morning passed off quickly. 
Every one seemed to be having a good 
time. Mr. Holt and Mr. Anderson aided 
their young hostesses in their attempts 
to make the guests feel at home and at 
ease. The young men romped with the 
children, and laughed and joked as if 
they were school-boys. Every one 
laughed to see the dignified young ed- 
itor down on his knees on the floor, in- 
tent on winding up the hopping rabbit 
that had been one of Baby Hazel’s pres- 
ents, and gravely trying to make a toy 
monkey sit erect upon the rabbit’s back 
while Bunny pursued a somewaat erratic 
course around the room. 

The morning passed so pleasantly that 
it was a surprise to all when Oousin 
Myra announced that dinner was 
ready. Mr. Anderson had teased to be 
allowed to stay, and was quietly happy 
at having won his point and secured the 
coveted invitation. 

They sat down toa table loaded with 
good things. At Katherine’s request 
Mr. Soars said grace, and every head 
was bowed as the old man, in a few sim- 
ple, earnest words, thanked the Heaven- 
ly Father for His bounty, and invoked 
the Divine blessing on the little com- 
pany gathered together on this OChrist- 
mas Day. 

Then they enjoyed the Christmas 
feast, and talked and laughed and made 
merry as if they were all old friends. 
They sat at the table so long that at last 
Eanice, seeing that Baby Hazal’s eyes 
were beginning to droop, excused her- 
self and took the little one away to have 
a comfortable nap. 

Then when the table had been cleared, 
they all settled down for a quiet, 
“homey ”’ time. 

About four o’clock the bell rang, and 
Katherine, going to the door, was sur- 
prised to see Mrs. Raynolds, a wealthy 
lady of their church. 

‘* Miss Hollister, I know that one hard- 
ly expects callers on Christmas Day, but 
I have been thinking of you so often to- 
day, and at last I could not resist the im- 
pulse to come and ask if I might join 
your Ohristmas party. Mr. Goodale has 
told me of your kindness in sharing your 
home with strangers on thisday. It is 
so lonely in my big house, with only the 
servants. MayI share your Christmas 
cheer for an hour or two ? ”’ 

‘“* Yes, indeed,” responded Katherine, 
cordially, trying to conceal the surprise 
she felt at such an appeal from Mrs. 
Reynolds. ‘‘ We are glad to welcome 
any one who cares for such simple pleas- 
ures as we can Offer.”’ 

Katherine showed her guest into one 
of the sleeping-rooms to remove her 
wraps, and then at a sudden call of 
* Katherine, where are you?” ‘“0O 
Aunt Kathie, do come and see,’”’ she ex- 
cused herself for a moment. 

The room into which Mrs. Reynolds 
had been shown happened to be the one 
in which little Hazel was enjoying the 
rosy slumber of childhood. Mrs. Rey- 
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nolds removed her wraps, and stood a 
moment looking at the little sleeper. 
One arm had thrown back the covering, 
and lay outside, showing the dimpled 
baby hand and wrist. As Mrs. Reynolds 
looked at the child, Hazel stirred slight- 
ly and opened her eyes. After gazing in 
silence a moment,'she stretched out her 
arms and said, simply, ‘‘ Tate me up.”’ 

Mrs. Reynolds did so, and sat down in 
the rocking-chair with the little one on 
her lap. ‘* Yock me,’ said the tiny au- 
tocrat. Hazel gave a sigh of content as 
she snuggled down comfortably. ‘‘ Oo 
tan sing to me if oo wants to,’’ she said, 
graciously; and Mrs. Reynolds, with a 
smile at the calm assurance of the baby, 
complied, singing in a low, sweet voice. 

Presently Hazel, wide-awake now, sat 
ap, ready for conversation. 

‘“* Have oo dot a ’ittle dirl?’’ she 
asked. 

** No, dear,” answered Mrs. Reynolds, 
sadly. ‘* My little girl went away to live 
with the angels.’”’ 

** My mamma is an angel,’’ said Hazel. 
‘* Will she tate tare of your ’ittle dirl for 
oo, and yock her same as oo do me ? ”’ 

‘* Perhaps so,” said Mrs. Reynolds, as 
for the first time the thought came to 
her — Did the mother angels in heaven 
care for the little ones whose mothers 
were left with empty, sorrowing arms 
onearth? And could they look down 
and see their own little ones lacking the 
tender care that only a mother’s heart 
could give? But Hazel did not allow 
one much time for solitary musing. 

“Tell me ’tory about piggy-wiggy,” 
she demanded, ** yike Aunt Taffie did.”’ 

Jast then Katherine came in, with 
apologies for having left her guest so 
long. 

At Katherine’s request Mrs. Reynolds 
came out to meet the others, leading 
little Hazel by the band. If Mrs. Rey- 
nolds had Enown nothing beforehand 
about Katherine’s guests, she might 
have supposed the little group in the 
parlor to be just such a happy family 
gathering as may be seen in many a 
home in our broad land on such festival 
days. On each side of the fireplace sat 
a ‘* grandma,” with soft gray curls, 
Grandpa Sears was in a comfortable, big 
easy chair in one corner, while Charlie 
sat snuggled up at his feet, listening with 
absorbed interest to the stories of the 
war-time Christmases of the soldiers. 
The two little girls, each with a doll in 
her arms, were enjoying a quiet game of 
‘* authors,” and the others were talking 
among themselves or listening with al- 
most as much interest as Oharlie to 
Grandpa’s stories. After Mrs. Reynolds 
had been introduced, they all went on as 
before, talking, playing games, or en- 
tertaining the children and each other. 

Then after tea, to which Mrs. Reynolds 
had been urged to stay, they all enjoyed 
a musical treat. Eunice played for them, 
Mrs. Keynolds sang in her sweet, we)l- 
trained voice, Mr. Anderson played on 
his mandolin and sang darky songs, and 
the concert ended with some sweet old 
hymns in which they all joined. 

During the last half bour of the sing- 
ing, Hazel was fast asleep in Mrs. Rey- 
nolds’ arms. She had clung to her new 
friend all the evening, and Mrs. Rey- 
nolds seemed to like to have the little 
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one with her. When at last the pleasant 
party broke up, and Mr. Holt offered his 
services as escort fer the children, Mrs. 
Reynolds, looking down at the small 
sleeper in her arms, said decidedly: 
‘*Miss Hollister, I am going to take 
Hazel home with me tonight. She can 
stay with me for a day or two at least — 
and — perhaps she will not have to go 
back to the Home. Mr. Holt, will you 
kindly explain to the matron? My 
name is on their books for an annual 
contribution, and if you tell them the 
child will be with Mrs. George Reynolds, 
I am sure it will be all right.” 

So the guests departed, with many ex- 
pressions of gratitude for the pleasant 
day they had enjoyed. 

Mrs. Reynolds sent for a carriage for 
herself and Hazel, and for a second one 
for Mrs. Willis and Mrs. Bascom, but de- 
clined all offer of an escort. 

Mr. Anderson found an opportunity to 
exchange a few words with Katherine, 
unheard by the others: ‘‘ Miss Hollister, 
may I come back again after I have seen 
the ‘ grandmas’ home? It is only a little 
after nine - please eay that I may. I 
want to ask you for another Christmas 
gift.” 

Something in his voice made Kath- 
erine’s heart flutter a little, but she did 
not refuse the permission he asked. 

When he returned Myra and Eanice 
were both busy clearing away the rem- 
nants of the feast — for they had not 
cleared the table after tea — and Kath- 
erine received him alone. 

‘*Miss Hollister, am I to have my 
Christmas gift? — the sweetest, dearest 
gifta man may have? Wiil you give 
me the blessing of — yourself, Kath- 
erine?”’ 

The answer must have been satisfac- 
tory, for when Mr. Anderson left it was 
much later, and Katherine found Eanice 
fast asleep on the old couch. 

Eunice struggled into wakefulness at 
the first touch of Katherine’s hand. 
One look at her sister’s happy face told 
the whole story. 

** Oh, Kathie, is it — did he ” — 

‘Yes, dear. This has been the hap- 
piest Christmas of my life; and, O 
Eunie, he says we will always share the 
blessings of our home with others on 
Christmas Day! ”’ 

Roxbury, Mass. 


CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 


LANTA WILSON SMITH. 


66 OU may pity me tomorrow,” said 


my friend, putting on a serio- 
comic face. “I am to do my Christmas 
shopping! It ought to bea most enjoyable 
occasion, but it never isto me. The crowds 
confuse me till I scarcely know what I am 
about. I often come home disgusted with 
my purchases, and filled with regret for 
what I did not buy! ”’ 

We hear many such expressions, but there 
isa new way of buying Christmas presents 
which may bea boon to suffering humanity. 
Let me tell you about it. 

Devote two days‘to your Ubristmas shop- 
ping. The first day leave your money at 
home lest you be tempted to make a pur- 
chase. With a pencil and note-book walk 
leisurely through the stores, writing down 
every article that would make a suitable 
gift for a friend, and the price thereof. 
Divide the note-book into sections, each 


1623 


one marked with the name of a favored one. 
Make the lists very full, that there may be 
more articles to select from. When one 
store has been canvassed, add the firm name, 
draw a line,and continue the list in other 
stores if you wish. When finishea, you 
can proceed homeward with the air of a 
conqueror. 

Some hours later, rested and refreshed, you 
persuade the paterfamilias to help you look 
over the mysterious book. You tear out the 
leat devoted to your own desires, and gently 
suggest that he study that at some future 
time. The page with his name at the top 
must be kept a profound secret, though by a 
little skiliful management you can discover 
his preferences. It isa real pleasure to go over 
the list, measure the depth of your pocket- 
book, and decide just what shall be pur- 
chased. 

The next morning before the crowd gath- 
ere, you astonish every clerk you meet by 
knowing exactly what you wish, and buying 
it promptly. Your Christmas shopping is 
done. Not an undesirable article is pur- 
chased, no friend is forgotten or has more 
than his share. 

In some families this custom prevails: 
Some time before Christmas each member of 
the family makes a list of twenty articles, 
any one of which would make hiv happy 
at the festive season. It is understood that 
only a few will be chosen, so the gift is al- 
ways a surprise. Awong the younger mem- 
bers of the family these memoranda usually 
begin with discouraging extravagance, but 
generally end with something practical. Like 
the list a little boy wrote: “1. A baby 
brother; 2. A baby sister; 3. A piano; 4. A 
watch; 5. A bicycle; 6. A pair of skates; 7. 
A jack-knilte; 8. A jew’s-harp.”’ 

Pheniz, R. I, 

IGNORANCE 
JENNY BURR. 
I little knew when long ago 
Toey filled my stocking to the brim, 


And Christmas came with joy aglow, 
W hat grief and pain that joy can dim. 


Nor did I dream when Christmas greens 
My childish pleasure could complete, 

That what the Christmas inly means, 
Can make the saddest Christmas sweet. 


Sheffield, Mass. 
AT CHRISTMAS TIME 
N. A. M. ROE. 


66 |] F you could bave just what you want- 


ed, what would you have?” I asked 
my class of seven in the mission school. 

Surprise was on every face. They dreamed 
of many things, but never expected to have 
their dreams realized. 

‘What would you have, Mary Roshan?” 

“I'd havea piece of red ribbon, so long,” 
measuring with her hands outstretched. ‘I 
see some in Finney’s winder, all hangin’ 
down, an’ it had tulips the whole piece of 
it.” 

‘* What would you do with it?” 

The poor child’s dress was thin and old. 
Her hood was too large, and her coat never 
was made by a tailor or fitted to her childish 
figure. 

“T would keep it rolled up in paper, an’ 
when | was that cold I shook, I’d take it out 
and jes’ drop it an’ see it roll ovt like a blaze 
of fire. [seen the man what was fixin’ the 
winder do it.” 

‘The price of even a small piece of that 
ribbon would buy bread for several days,’’ I 
said, wonderingly. I thought poor children 
only cared for food. Were they hungry for 
something besides bread? It would seem so. 

Id eat the bread, but I'd have the ribbon, 
for always,’’ was the concise remark. 

Grace Dunn sat next in order, and with a 
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look at her sister, a deformed, crooked- 
backed girl, she said: ‘I wish I could have 
one of them cushions what ye blow upto 
put under Ferry’s back when she aches so.” 

“Oh,sbut up! I hain’t ached much for 
two whole days, an’I don’t need no cush- 
ion,’ was the sharp rejoinder from Ferry. 

‘* Well, Ferry, what do you want more than 
an air cushion?” 

A wave of rapture swept over her face as 
she answered: *‘ Some blue kid slippers! Jim 
Townsend took me to the Musee, an’! seea 
girl jes’ stan’ on tiptoe an’ whirl roun’ an’ 
roun’ in ’em.”’ 

**How could you wear them?’’ and I 
glanced at her shriveled foot, and then at 
the crutch always standing near her. 

* Wal, [ could think, spos’n I could.” 

The youngest in the class was asked if she 
wanted a dull, but she indignantly said she 
didn’t. [should have provided each one of 
them with a doll had I followed my own in- 
clination. How fortunate that I thought to 
ask what they wanted! 

“I'd nuff sight drather hav’ Sally’s baby. 
He’ll jes’ laugh and cuddle down so cute 
like. Wedon’t need no doll so long’s we’ve 
got him. Sally she divides with me, she 
doos, an’ when | touches him so, on his 
cheek, he shires all over his face. Doll! I’d 
never git no doll that ud do that!”’ 

I did not blame her, for what doll could 
silence the craving in my own heart for the 
little ones gone? Who that has felt a baby’s 
touch can ever again be content with mere 
beauty, be it clothed in silk and imported 
from Paris? 

‘Then what would you like?’’ I asked. 

She and Sally both agreed that a silver 
mug for baby Danny would fill them with 
happiness untold. 

Rubi Vallini had gone away, and we won- 
dered what she would ask for were she here, 
and one child said: *‘She wanted books, an’ 
she could remember everything, an’ she was 
goin’ to tell it to somebody elee every day. 
She said 60, an’ she’s told lots of foiks what 
you said.”’ 

The other child wanted some pink tissue 
paper, and a white puffy thing to wear round 
her neck. By questioning her closely I made 
out that she meant an ostrich feather boa 
such as I had seen Ruth King wear, and for 
which she told me her mother paid fifteen 
dollars. Poor little one! she wanted it 
because it looked so warm, and she had all 
her life been shivering. 

Sunday { provided a substitute for my 
mission class, and went into the Sunday- 
school of the wealthy church which had 
care of the mission. I told my story. Nota 
smile was on the faces of those who listened. 
It was too pitiful. Tears glistened on some 
taces,and many of the older members seemed 
to have bad colds. 

Ot course it was intended to have a fine 
tree and presents for every pupil, but now it 
was moved that these extra gifts should be 
provided. And so it happened that blue kid 
shoes were bought for feet that could never 
wear them; a silver mug and pitcher for 
Sally and the friend who shared her care of 
Danny; a long strip of the very ribbon that 
Mary had admired in Finney’s window; a 
roll of tissue paper, and a fur collar, mede 
a merry time for the one who was always 
cold. It had once been worn by some more 
fortunate child, but it mattered little so long 
as it was warm and soft. 

I have seen the pink paper draped round 
the poor room in honor of my coming. I 
have seen Danny drink from his silver mug, 
while Sally stood by to pour the thin blue 
milk from the silver pitcher. I have told 
many stories of the journeys of the blue kid 
slippers while Ferry iay with eyes shut and 
imagined that she was wearing them away 
to those wonderful places. I have seen the 
little one sitting on a stone step shivering 
while she loaned her fur collar to one whose 
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chilled shoulders had brought tears to her 
eyes. It did seem a foolish thing at first to 
try to gratify these strange tastes, but I am 
glad I did, for every one is the better for the 
gift. 
Worcester, Mass. 
‘* Our Christmas cheer will seem the sweeter 
still 
When we an empty cup with kindness fill; 
Bring needed aid 
To light a shade, 


Or warm a breast that feels the wintry 
ehiil.”’ 


A RESOLUTION FOR CHRISTMAS 


OTHING is harder to receive than the 
perfunctory gift. It comes to one 
stripped of ali that might have made it a 
priceless treasure, and to those who love 
Christmas there is little that seems a greater 
defamation of ite spirit than the barter and 
exchange which so often distinguish that 
day. In the perfunctory gift, indeed, is 
found that letter which killeth the spirit of 
all true giving. 

A gift should spring from some integral 
part of one — from the deepest and fullest in 
one’s nature, from that part, in fact, which 
seems to belong less to the man himself than 
to the divine working through him. There- 
fore it follows that that which another needs 
most is that which we should be most ready 
to bestow. 

No real need is ever satisfied by the per- 
functory offering, and they who recognizs 
the power and ability to give as one of the 
greatest gifts an individual may receive in 
this life, must endeavor, out of sheer grat- 
itude, to keep this gift to them pure. It 
matters little in what form this gift of giv- 
ing may express itself, whether in sympa- 
thy, time, understanding, or the more mate- 
rial things of every day. 

To keep from the Christmas gift, then, all 
touch of the perfunctory, some women of 
wealth have determined this year to ex- 
change no gift among themselves. The 
money which would have been used in that 
way they will consecrate to the purchasing 
of gifts for others in distress —distress of 
poverty or distress of mind. And these 
gifts they will bestow in memory of the 
friends who have agreed with them to re- 
nounce whatever of gratification to vanity 
there might have been in these tokens re- 
ceived from each other, in order that some 
who have nothing may be relieved. 

Everything of the beauty and the truth of 
the real Christmas spirit is fulfilled in this 
resolution. Good-will is expressed, happi- 
ness is disseminated, gifts are bestowed, and 
love of others stands triumphant over love 
of self.— Harper's. 


BOYS AND GIRLS 


CHRISTMAS CHIMES 
N. N. 8. 


DEAR GIRLS AND Boys: We live way 
up near the sky, in an old tower. Per- 
haps that is why we can see things more 
clearly than you who dwell down in the 
smoky city, orin among the snow-cov- 
ered hills and dales. We have very few 
companions in our lofty home and plenty 
of time to think of what we shall say to 
you when we make our voices heard at 
that season which the coming of the 
Christ-Child has made so blessed. I 
dare say you think that you hear all 
when you listen to our “* Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, good- 
will to men;”’ but, just as people in writ- 
ing to their friends say, ‘‘ Read between 
the lines’? — by which they mean that 
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their words signify more than they seem 
to at first sight — so would we have you 
carefully hearken to our song, until its 
faintest echo dies upon the air; and let 
the sweet music find a place in your 
hearts, dear children, that for the glory 
of God you may show good-will to men. 
To you that means children who, instead 
of happy homes like yours, have cold 
hearthstones where hang no well- filled 
stockings; bare rooms, where no odor 
of spruce tree sweetens the air, its 
branches groaning beneath a weight of 
glistening gifts. Oor music reaches 
those little ones, too, bat it fallson dull 
ears; they know little, perhaps naught, 
of the shepherds watching their flocks, 
of the Babe in the manger. 

These thoughts make us very sad; and 
as all our notes should be joyous, we 
send you this letter now, asking that 
each of you will try to make one child 
happy when Obristmas Day comes. If 
you do try, even though you may not 
see the good you have done, I am quite 
sure you will hear us thanking you by 
our glad pealing, and that having done 
for one of His little ones, Christ will so 
fill your hearts with love that they, too, 
will be ** making melody.”’ 

Your very true friends, 
THE CHRISTMAS OHIMES. 


The Belfry, 1898. 


A REAL SANTA CLAUS 


Santa Claus, I hang for you, 
By the mantel, stockings two: 
One for me and one to go 

To another boy | know. 


There’s & chimney in the town 
You bave never traveled down; 
Should you chance to enter there 
You will find a rcom all bare; 
Not a stocking could you epy, 
Matters not how you may try; ~ 
And the shoes, you’d find, are such 
As no boy would care for much. 
In a broken bed you’d see 

Some one just about like me, 
Dreaming of the pretty toys 
Which you bring to other boys; 
And to him a Christmas seems 
Merry only in his dreams. 

All he dreams, then, Sante Claus, 
Stuff the stocking with, because, 
When it’s filled up to the brim, 
I’ll be Santa Claus for him. 


— FRANK DEMPSTER SHERMAN, in “ Little 
Foiks Lyrics.”’ 





‘THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE ” 
MINNA STANWOOD. 


66 ER father forged an old lady’s 

name for a lot of money and 
he’s in jail, and her mother takes factory 
people to board, and makes button- 
holes, and mercy knows what not,” 
whispered Ethel Briggs, to a group of 
girls lingering outside the school-yard 
oneday. They all looked furtively at a 
small girl who hurried past without 
seeming to notice. 

‘Oh, dear!’ exclaimed Mary Noble. 
** I’m sure she heard you! ” 

‘*T don’t care if she did! ” declared 
Ethel, looking rather ashamed, neverthe- 
less. 

**] don’t see why we should hurt her 
feelings even if we don’t like her,’’ ob- 
served Frances Lane. “I heard Miss 
Frost tell Miss Stearns that Edna Mat- 
thews has a very sensitive, artistic tem- 
perament.”’ 

** Artistic fiddlestick! ” snapped Ethel. 
‘* Miss Frost is forever talking about. 
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temperament. I suppose she thinks it 
shows bow Emersonian she is! ” 

‘* Why, Ethel! ” protested the girls in 
a chorus; ‘“‘ you always said you idolized 
Miss Frost! What is the matter ?”’ 

Ethel flung away with an exclamation 
of impatience and went sulking along 
the street alone. 

The girls stared at one another in 
amazsment. ‘*What under the sun! ”’ 
they said, and looked at Ethel’s chum, 
Dora Greenwood. 

‘*T don’t know,” sighed Dura. ‘“ She’s 
been so for days and days. I suppose 
she’s worked up about that Christmas 
music. The girls act awfully at rehears- 
als, and Ethel’s afraid it will be a fizzle. 
It will kill her if it is after the way she’s 
bragged about what she could, do with 
those Juniors.” 

‘* Echel doesn't know how to manage 
them. She’s too cross and domineer- 
ing,’’ volunteered one girl. 

** You'd better not let her hear you say 
that,’ said Dora. ‘‘She’s only trying to 
be firm, and she has puta lot of work 
into it. She sung Annie Brown’s solo 
over ten times the other night to show 
her how it went, and then Annie just sat 
and giggled when Ethel asked her to try 
it. Itis terribly discouraging.” 

“It would serve Ethel right if the 
whole thing were a failure. It would 
take her down a peg, perhaps,” said 


Mary Noble. ' 
‘Oh, aren’t you mean!” exclaimed 
the girls. ‘' Think how disappointed 


Mrs. Carter would be. She depends on 
Ethel for her Juniors. It will ruin the 
Christmas program if they drop out or 
fail.” 

‘*Ethel Briggs is clever enough to do 
anything,” said one girl, thoughtfully; 
‘““ but I must say she has treated Edna 
Matthews contemptibly.”’ 

‘* Yes, she has,”’ agreed Mary Noble. 
‘¢ Edna isn’t to blame for what her father 
did, and I’m sure her mother deserves 
credit for working as she does. She’s 
determined to give Edna a good educa- 
tion, at least. Ethel snubs her every 
chance she gets, and when she doesn’t 
geta chance she makes one. But Edna 
beats Ethel in Latin, and I’m glad of it.” 

‘“* Why don’t you chum with Edna Mat- 
thews yourself, if you admire her so 
much ? ”’ asked Dora Greenwood. 

“JT haven’t asxed any one to chum 
with her, but I do think we ought to 
treat her decently, anyhow! ”’ returned 
Mary, hotly. 

““Going to have a rehearsal after 
school tonight, Ethel ? ’ inquired Frances 
Lane, afew days later, when the girls 
gathered around Ethel’s desk at recess. 

“You're a courageous individual, 
Frances,” laughed Dora, with a scared 
look at Ethel’s darkening face. 

“Tt might as well be told first as last,’’ 
answered Ethel, coolly, ‘that ‘ The 
Christmas Message’ will not be given. 
The Janiors are a fizzle.” 

“© Ethel!” they eaid. 
sorry for you!” 

Ethel laughed bitterly. ‘‘ Many thanks, 
I’m sure.”’ 

The girls looked at one another. It 
was exceedingly unpleasant to have 
Bthelin this mood, and they could not 
be comfortable. 

‘Of course, it is very humiliating for 


‘* We’re so 
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Ethel Briggs, who thought she could do 
anything, to be balked by a small demon 
in the shape of Annie Brown.’’ Ethel’s 
voice was hard and cold, and there was 
a desperate look in her eyes. *‘ It is un- 
fortunate that she is the only girl in the 
whole League who has voice enough to 
sing solo parts.’’ 

‘‘What is the trouble with her?” 
asked Mary Noble. ‘Surely she isn’t 
acting from sheer perversity! If she is, 
I prescribe a good stiff dose of oil of 
birch.” 

‘Oh, no, it isn’t that. She just sits 
and giggles. When she tries to sing she 
giggles so the book drops out of her 
hands,’ said Ethel, calmly. 

** Nerves,” announced Frances. 

“Oh, she’s just silly,” said Dora. 
‘* Perhaps she’ll do finely when the time 
comes. Ohildren often act like Sancho 
at rehearsals, and then do all right.”’ 

** There’ll be no chance this time,’’ re- 
marked Ethel, with bitter cheerfulness. 
“ve given it up and am going to 
dismiss the whole thing from my mind. 
I’ve had trouble enough with it, the land 
knows. The Juniors are hopping. They 
want to give the ‘ Message ’ without the 
solo parts. They say it isn’t fair after 
they’ve practiced for two months; but I 
don’t care. Iwon’t have it unless I can 
have it all.” 

Ethel set her mouth decidedly, but 
gave her lips a contemptuous curl as she 
caught Edna Matthews’ eye. 

Just then the gong in the hall sounded 
and the girls went to their desks. 





** What has come over Ethel ?”’ won- 
dered the girls,a week before Christ- 
mas. ‘ The announcement of the ‘ Mes- 
sage’ isin the Chronicle, and the circu- 
lars are round everywhere. What does 
it mean? Ethel said she wouldn’t have 
it without the solu parts. Do you sup- 
pose she’s going to risk Annie Brown, 
after all? She said she never would.”’ 

*“*T don’t know a thing about it,” re- 
turned Dora, in an aggrieved tone; ‘‘ she 
won’t tell me. She says it is going to be 
a ‘howling success,’ and she’s nearly 
frantic with delight. She has the Jun- 
iors up at her house after school every 
night. Sometimes they stay to supper 
and practice all the evening. I don’t 
know what it is all about. She won’t 
say a thing.”’ 

Christmas Eve saw the church at Dan- 
ton packed to the doors. The school- 
girls were all together, watching every- 
thing with eager interest. 

‘*There goes Annie Brown dressed in 


white. I guess she’s going to sing, after | 


all,” whispered Dora. 
I should think Ethel would be on 


pins and needles, but she looks over- | 


whelmingly sweet. 
See her,’’ said Mary Noble. 

Then they all looked at Ethel,who was 
moving about, directing the Juniors 
what to do and where to go, with the 


It must be all right. 


calm grace peculiar to her when at ease | 


and satisfied. ‘ Look! look, girls! ’’ 
whispered Frances Lane, clutching Dora 
in her excitement. 


*“*Tgn’t that Mrs. | 


Matthews coming down the aisle with | 


Ethel? Itis. I sawher at school once.” 

* Yes, it is; and Ethel’s taking her to 
the second seat from the front. She 
must feel tremendously gracious. Rather 


| 
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overdoing it, should say, after the way 
she’s treated Edna.”’” And Dora Green- 
wood thrust out her under lip and tossed 
her head, 

The Juniors sang well, in perfect time 
and tune, and showed their admirable 
drilling. Suddenly, above the chorus, a 
single voice rose clear and sweet, as 
with slow and stately step a young girl 
in soft white draperies walked out upon 
the platform. It was the angel who 
came to deliver the ‘‘ Ohristmas Mes- 
sage.’ 

‘* Peace on earth, good-will to men,’’ 
sang the beautiful voice, and the excite- 
ment caused by the stranger’s unex- 
pected appearance gradually subsided 
into an attentive hush. When she had 
finished, and the people began to ap- 
plaud, the school girls rose to their feet 
and waved their handkerchiefs. 

** She’s a little tramp to do it after the 
way Ethel’s treated her,” said Mary 
Noble, dropping back into her seat and 
wiping her eyes. 

‘**T never knew before that Edna Mat- 
thews could sing,’’ observed Dora Green- 
wood, refiectively. 

“You know it now,” remarked one 
girl, with a hysterical little laugh. 

After it was over, Ethel Briggs walked 
rapidly down the aisle to where the girls 
were sitting. She interrupted their 
congratulations. ‘I can’t stop a sec- 
ond,’’ she said, ‘‘ but I want every blessed 
one of you to speak to Edna and her 
mother, and don’t be afraid to tell them 
what youthink. I’ve been a detestable 
snob, but she’s acted like an angel. She 
heard us talking that day I turned up my 
nose at her and came and offered to sing 
for me. She’s just fall of music, and 
she knew how the thing ought to go. 
It wouldn’t have been anything without 
her. I want you to tell her just how 


splendid you think she is, and I want 
you to promise to help me make up to 
her for all my horrid meanness.”’ 

The girls promised eagerly, and 
pressed forward to greet Edna when she 
came out to join her mother. She met 
them as kindly as if they had always 
been on the best of terms. 

‘“] think you were the very one to 
bring the ‘ Christmas Message,’ ”’ whis- 
pered Frances Lane, admiringly, “ be- 
cause you have the spirit of it.” 


Jamaica Plain, Mass. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


First Quarter Lesson I! 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 1899. 
Joun 1: 1-14. 


REV. W. O. HOLWAY, D. D., U. S.N. 
CHRIST THE TRUE LIGHT 
{ Preliminary 


1. GOLDEN TEXT : /n him was life; and the life was 
the light of men, — John 1: 4, 


2. THE FOURTH GOSPEL was written at Ephe- 
sus probably, end towards the close of the first 
century (about A D. 90). To the most casual reader 
it presents many striking marks of difference from 
the other three — due, in part, to the circumstances 
under which it was written. When the earlier 
Evangelists wrote, Jerusalem was in all ite glory. 
Under the shadow of its temple the Christian 
Church was holding its first councils and strug- 
gling hard to maintain afootholdin Judea, Paul 
was carrying the Gospel into strange lands, and 
supplementing it with his immortal Episties. But 
when Joho wrote great changes had taken place. 
The Holy Oity had fallen. The fabric of Judaism 
had been shattered and overthrown. Ephesus, the 
splendid capital of Asia Minor, had become the 
centre of the Church of Christ. Paul had finished 
his course, and sealed his testimony with his blood. 
The name of Peter, too, had been enrolled among 
“the noble army of the martyrs,” and Joho alone 
had reached “the evening of the apostolic age,” 
the last survivor of the heroic band. Christianity 
had steadily advanced, despite the enmity of the 
civil power and the assaults of persecuting hatred, 
and was rapidly leavening the morals and opinions 
of mankind. 

But a new and more dangerous foe threatened its 
further progress. Heresies had arisen, controver- 
sies had sprung up, threatening schisms and parties 
in the church. The Alexandrian philosopby, with 
its subtle distinctions and mystical abstractions, 
was spreading over the world and corrupting the 
purity of doctrine. The works of Philo, who de- 
scribed a very different Logos from that which 8t. 
John afterwards taught, were in cisculation. Ce- 
rinthus had opened a school at Ephesus, and was 
teaching, among other errors, that Jesus was the 
real son of Josephand Mary. The times demanded 
a new exposition of the Christian system of belief, 
a work that should be bcth a Gospel and a treatise 
— a Gospel suited tothe matured cundition of the 
church, emphasizing rather the spiritual than the 
human and popular aspects of the Saviour’s life;a 
treatise, too, which, while refuting the errors of 
the prevailing philosophy, should also establish 
forever in the church the doctrine of the essential 
deity of her Lord. 

Under these circumstances, and, according to 
tradition, at the request of the Ephesian Church, 
the Fourth Gospel was written. It contaias select- 
ed incidents rather than a complete biography of 
the life of Christ, and thus forms a historical sup- 
plement to the first three. The heresies of Cerin- 
thus, of the Ebionites, and the Docet# are deci- 
sively answered in the first fourteen verses of the 
first chapter. Its dogmatic purpose is evident 
throughout, and is summed up in the closing words: 
“ These are written that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Ohrist, the Son of God, and that, believing, 
ye might have life through his name.”’ 


8. HOM®& READINGS: Monday— John 1: 
Tuesday — John 1: 15-24. 
Thursday —1 John 1. 
wrday — John 8: 12-19. 


1-14, 

Wednesday — John 1: 25-34. 

Friday—1John 56:%-13. Sat- 
Sunday — John 12: 36-46. 


il Introductory 


Not from Abraham, nor from Adam, 
does John derive the origin of his Lord. 
He traces Him back to the remote “ be- 
ginning,” and to “ths bosom of the 
Father.”’ Ha is the Eiernal Word, dwell- 
ing with God, Himself God; the Maker 
of all things; the Source of alllife. For 
man He is the Light, shining ina dark 
place, it is true, and not accepted by 
thosa sitting in darknass, yet still the 
trae Light, ‘‘ which lighteth every man 
coming into tha world.”” John the Bap- 
tist was sent from God, bat heis not to 
b3 confouaiad with ths tras Light; he 
was only a witness to the Light. The 


Light was ia t13 world, bat the world 
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had no eyes wherewith to see Him. 
Even ‘‘ His own,’’ who had been pre- 
pared by centuries of promise to look 
for Him, ‘‘ received Him not.” Here 
and there a few welcomed Him; and 
were, by the Spirit’s power, enrolled 
among the sons of God, being born 
again from on high. There could be no 
doubt of the actual manifestation of the 
Logos: ‘*The Word was made flesh.” 
He lived and moved in our midst, the 
apostle declares. We weré eye- witnesses 
of His glory — not a glory conferred by 
earth, but the glory which belongs to 
“the only- begotten of the Father, full 
of grace and truth.” 


Il! Expository 


1,2. Im the beginning — before the acts 
of creation (verse 3); ‘‘ before the world 
was ”’ (17: 5,24). These words assert by in- 
ference, if not directly, the pre-existence of 
the Word. Was — existed. When nothing 
had been made, the Word ‘“ was.”’ Inthe 
opening of Genesis the allusion is to the ini- 
tial point of time: “ Inthe beginning God 
created,’’ etc. —a cosmic “ beginning.” In 
John we are introduced to a state of exist- 
ence which strictly had no beginning —a 
theological ** beginning;”’ for, going back to 
the very first, to the earliest conceivable be- 
ginning, still the Word was. The Word — 
the Logos, identified in verse 14 with the 
world’s Redeemer. It is difficult to explain 
the meaning of this term, but Hs essential 
idea is maniiestation. Asthe human mind 
reveals itself by words or speech, so the Eter- 
nal Mind reveals Himself by the Logos. 
God, the absolute, the seif-existent, the in- 
visible Jehovah, is far above the comprehen- 
sion of finite minds; but, from ail eternity, 
there has bsen immadeat, or inhering in, the 
Divine Essence an image or similitude — 
**the brightness of His glory, the express 
image of His person.’’ This image, or Eter- 
nal Word, is the perfect counterpart of ths 
Infinite Mind, the Divine Essence in mani- 
festation. By whatever ways, therefore, 
God has revealed Himself, whether in crea- 
tion or in revelation, the Logos, or Word, 
has been the acting reality in every case. 
The Word was with God — therefore a dis- 
tinct personajity. Tue word *“ with ” im- 
plies both co-existence and communion. 
Our Lord speaks of Himself as dwelling in 
‘the bosom of the Father.”’ Over this rela- 
tion of Father and Son hangs a sacred veil 
which no human theory can pierce. The 
Word was God — not God’s, not merely 
the organ of revelation, but God revealing 
Himeelf; not merely the agent in creation, 
but God creating. There is no hint here of 
subordinate, or derived, deity. The Word 
is absolutely God, and therefore ‘‘ separated 
from all created existence by an impassable 
chasm ”’ (Liddon). The same was in the 
beginning — a summary, or climax, of the 
previous statements. In these simple but 
stately sentences are compressed truths of 
the greatest weight and moment — the eter- 
nal existence, distinct personality, aud essen- 
tial deity of the Logos. Next we pass from 
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His eternal to His temporal relations — to 
what Dr. Van Dyke calls * the human life of 
God.” 


The Old Testament Scriptures are fall of the 
Logos. We read that ail things were created by 
“the word’ of His power. Our first parents heard 
“ the voice ” of the Lord God walking in the garden. 
The “ Word of the Lord” which came to patriarchs 
and prophets, the “ Angel of the Oovenant,” the 
“ Wisdom " in Job and the Proverbs — in a word, all 
the manifestations were of the Logos. The later 
Jewish commentators were accustomed to person- 
ify the Word. But before John’s day the Jewish 
philosophers at Alexandria hai seized upon the 
term. They made the Logos the cenire of their 
theophanies, but they so biended the Hebrew con- 
ception with Greek ideas and Oriental fancies, and 
so deeply shrouded it in the mist of speculation, that 
its truth and practical value were lost. The Logos 
of Philo is, to say the least, of doubifail person- 
ality, and bis incarnation an impossibility. St. John 
rescues the term from philosophical misuse. re- 
stores its connection with the Old Testsment teach- 
ings, asserts the eternity and essential deity of the 
Logos, and crowns all with the glad tidings that 
“the Word was made flesh (W. O. H.). 


3. All things were made by him. — Mat- 
ter, thea, is not eternal, as the Gaostics 
taught, nor is it an emanation from the Di- 
vine Being. It came into being out of notn- 
ing at the mandate of the Logos. See (ien. 
1: 3, etc., “and God said,’’ etc. See, also, Heb. 
1: 2, ** By whom also He made the worids; ”’ 
aiso, Col. 1:16. Without him. — Notice tne 
Johannean characteristic (+o frequent in his 
Epistles) of both a positive and negative 
statement. Not anything made — literaily, 
** not even one thing.’”’ Ali created exizteuce 
in all its multiplicity, animate and inaai- 
mate, is the handiwork of the Logos. See 
Psalm 33: 6. 


Olshausen observes that we never :ead in Script- 
ure that * Ohrist made the world; ” but * the Father 
made the world ‘ArougA the Son,” or “ the world was 
made by the Father, and throu,A the Sou; ” because 
the Son never works of Himself, but always as ihe reve- 
lation of the Father; His work is the Father’s wili, and 
the Father has no wiil, except the Son, whu is ai His 
will (Alford). 


4. In him was life - the fountain and the 
fullness of life. He not oaly creates, He also 
Vivities. Ali sife streams forca trom Him as 
its primai soucce. Hs is tne vital force of 
the worid, maaifested tarouga all the de- 
partments of peing. No biologist today 
maintains spontaneous generation. Mure- 
over He is the Life, the true Life, the Broad 
of Life, the Water of Life, tne Word of Life, 
étc. Without His vital energy neither puys- 
ical nor spiritual life could continue for a mo- 
ment (1 John 5:20). And the life was the . 
light of men — another and a higher step; 
first, creating all things, next, the life of all 
living beings, then, the light of men. Re- 
veal2d to the world at large, the Logos is life 
—the source of all motion, action, sense. Re- 
vealed to man He is this,and more. The Life 
becomes the Light. He not only enlivens, 
He also enlightens, illamining the conscious- 
ness with the rays of knowledge and truth. 
** Life ” becomes “ light ” to man because he 
has the capacity or receptivity for making it 
80, which the lower natures have not. 


5. The light shineth in darkness (R. V., 
“the darkness ’’).— By reason of sin the 
original light given to man concerning truth 
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and duty had become universaliy obscured. 
‘+ Darkness covered the earth and gross dark- 
ness the people.“ This darkness the light 
which emanates from the Word has constant- 
ly striven to penetrate. ‘'he Hebrew Reve- 
lation was “a light shining in a dark place; ”’ 
and the stray traths which found their way 
into the false systems of the heathen were 
rays from this effalgent Source. The dark- 
ness comprehended ( R. V., ‘‘ apprehended ”’) 
it not — would not lay hold upon it, would 
not receive it, refused to be illuminated. 
** Men loved darkness rather than light, be- 
cause their deeds were evil ”’ (3: 19-21). 


6,7. There was (R. V. came ’’) a man 
sent from God... John — John the Bap- 
tist, the morning star, is here distinguished 
from the Logos, the Sun of Righteousness. 
John was “a burning and a shining light,” 
but his light was derived. His mission was 
to herald and point out the true Enlightener, 
and he must not be confounded with the 
primal Light, ‘‘of the eternal, co-eternal 
beam.’’ He was to so concentrate the atten- 
tion and faith of the Jewish people on the 
coming Redeemer that all should trust in 
Him. Same came for a witness. — R. V. 
omits ‘‘a.” St. John uses the word “ wit- 
ness” nearly ninety times in his Gospel, 
Epistles, and the Apocalypse. Thai all men 
through him might believe — through the 
Baptist’s testimony. His preaching of re- 
peatance, and testimony concerning the 
Light, were designed to inspire faith in the 
Coming One. 


8,9. He was not that (8. V.,‘*the’’) light. 
— * Great as the Baptist was, he was not the 
Light.” That was (R. V.,“ there was’’) the 
true light. — The Evangelist is approaching 
the great truth of the Incarnation. The 
word “true” is another favorite word with 
him. He uses it twenty-one times. Its 
meaning (in thirteen of these cases) is 
“real,” “essential,” ‘“ veritable.” Which 
lighteth every man — the Baptist included. 
That cometh into the world — R. V., *‘com- 
ing into the world.’’ Tnese words may refer 
either to ‘“‘every man,” or to “the trae 
Liꝑgut,“ probably to the latter. ‘‘ 1am come 
a light into the world,” our Lord said. 


10,11. He was in the world — before as 
well as during His incarnation; aad yet the 
world’s Maker trod its soi] unrecognized. 
The world’s god had blinded its eyes (2 Cor. 
4:4). It lacked the spiritual perception to 
see the glory which His humanity veiled. 
The disciples saw it (verse 14). In this verse 
“ the tigure of ‘ Light ’ passes imperceptibly 
away, giving place to the thought of the 
Person.” He came unto his own — what 
was His peculiarly; His own possessions or 
estates; the vineyard of which He was the 
rightful Lord. His own — R. V., “* they that 
were his own; ”’ His peculiar people; His by 
election, by covenant, by special training 
and privileges; His by natural birth. Surely 
they ought to have “ received Him.” And 
yet they would not receive Him as the Mes- 
siah, would not follow orobey Him. Even 
His own brethren believed not in Him (7: 5). 
This verse recalls the touching plaint over 
Jerusalem (Matt. 23: 37), and especiaily the 
words, “ but ye would not.” 


12,13. As many as received him — the 
individuals here and there, both Jews and 
Gentiles, who welcomed His advent and 
teachings, and showed their faith in His 
name by bearing the cross of discipleship 
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and obediently following in His steps; to 
these He gave the lofty privilege and gracious 
ability, through the Spirit’s agency, of be- 
coming “ partakers of the divine nature ”’ 
(2 Peter 1:4), children of the Most High. 
The title of admission to this high aristocracy 
is His gift alone. Power to become the 
sons of God — R. V., “ the rigbt to become 
children of God.”’ Believe on — “ a charac- 
teristic phrase of John, occurring thirty-five 
times in the Gospel, and three times ip the 
First Epistle. It expresses the very strong- 
est belief; motion to and repose on the ob- 
ject of belief” (Cambridge Bible). His 
name — expression of the sum total of what 
He is. Which were born, etc.—A new 
birth is requisite to become a child of God; 
and this is brought about not by physical 
generation, or descent from some great an- 
cestor like}jAbraham, nor by carnal desire, 
nor by jself-determination. Doubtless the 
will of man is a factor in the work of regen- 
eration, but the sons of God are begotten 
only byj(literally ‘‘ out of ”) Him, through 
His Spirit. . See chapter 3. 


14. And the|Word was made (R. V., 
* became ”’)} flesh — the truth of truths, the 
mystery {of mysteries! In itself, and in its 
redemptive purpose, the most august event in 
the history alike of earth and heaven! The 
Logos,' who is very God, the;Author of the 
visible and moral creations, the Life and 


Light ot the world, unites Himself with map; | 


condescends to robe Himself, not with a hu- 
man body merely, but;with our human nat- 
ure so entirely that He enters life as a babe, 
and grows in wisdom as well as stature; 
tekes uponjjHimeself the nature of man with 
all its weakness and limitations, sin alone ex- 
cepted; and this union to be, not for time 
only, but perpetual—the God-Man. ‘ Great 
isthe mystery of godliness,” wrote St. Paul 
to Timothy (1 Tim. 3: 16), alluding to this 
transcendent truth of “ God manifest in the 
flesh.” Dwelt among us — tabernacled in our 
midst, the true Shekinah, as the original word 
indicates. We beheld his glory. — To the 
receptive eye of faith, the Eternal Essence of 
light and lite and love poured its rays 
through the veil of its human tabernacle. 
There is a possible allusion here to the Trans- 
figuration. The glory as of the only be- 
gotten, etc.— Tholuck defines “‘ only be- 
gotten ” as “that which exists once only, 
singly of its kind.” God bas only one Son, 
who by nature and necessity is His Son. Fall 
of grace and truth. — This is the “ glory.’ 
Love, rather than might and power, had be- 
come incarnate. 

By this union the Word and the flesh became one 
persen, but the two natures were not confounded, 
nor was the Word changed into flesh. As the human 
soul is united to the body, but is not changed into 
the body, so the eternal Word took on flesh, and was 
united to it,and made Himself manifest in it, but 


was not changed into it, or confused with it (Words- 
worth). 


How the Choir Can Help the 
Minister 


GOOD choir is a great blessing and is | 


a source of comfort, inspiration, and 
real help to every true preacher. I thor- 
oughly endorse Beecher’s saying that 
‘* Music is the minister’s prime minister.” 

Unless a man loves his work he cannot put 
his best effort into it. People generally do 
well what they greatly love. This certainly 
holds good with regard tosinging. If sing- 
ers are thoroughly interested in their work 
they will make every effort to be both punct- 
ual and regular in their attendance not only 
at the church services, but also at choir re- 
hearsals as well. A conductor or organist 
who is talentei and kindly should be im- 
plicitly obeyed. Such persons render a 
noble service in the training of voices for 
the service of Christianity. It is a good 
thingjiwhen |they know they can depend 


t 
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upon their choir; first of all, that every 
member will not fail to be present. At- 
tendance signifies personal interest in the 
welfare of the church, and this is a real help 
to every pastor of a charch. Every choir 
should realize that much is expected of 
them. They have a most importeut place in 
the service. On them ina large measure de- 
pends whether the service shall be flat and 
tame, or full of inspiration and blessing. 
Members of the choir are co-workers with 
the minister in edifying and comforting 
souls. Yea, they may be factors in the mat- 
ter of a soul’s salvation. 

They are largely responsible for the tone of 
every service. It is theirs to uplift the souls 
of the worshipers, to minister to the church, 
and to advance the kingdom of heaven. 
Their singing is not merely to please them- 
selves, but supremely to help the minister, 
and to bless every soul that may be present. 
Their singing is not only to be correct, to 
please the ear, but it is to move the heart. 
Choirs should realize that musical service is 
pre-eminentiy religious service, that it has a 
great spiritaal purpose, that it has not only 
a human, but also a divine aspect. If every 
one realized the need of individual duty and 
consecration, what reforms would take place! 
— N. Y. Evangelist. 
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OUR BOOK TABLE 


Seve League Reading Course — 1898- 

The Founding of a New Werid,” by Geo. 

H. Dryer, D D. “* Makers of Methodism,” by 

W.H. Withrow. “ The Star in the West ” by Pole- 

mus Hamiiton Swift, D. D., Ph. D. very Day 

Science,” compiled by Arthur E. Chapman. Eaton 
& Mains: New York. Price, $2 net. 


These books are all creditable to their au- 
thors and to the League — something which 
one has hardly been able to say in every case 
in some other years. Some of the titles do 
not clearly indicate the nature of the con- 
tents. That which is called ‘‘ The Star in 
the West ’ undertakes to show the super- 
natural element in American history. It 
follows partly in the path of Bishop Peck’s 
** Great Republic’’and Dr. Josiah Strong’s 
“„Our Country,’’ but has other chapters 
which endeavor to show the great indebted- 
ness of the United States to Methodism. 
‘“‘The Founding of a New World”’ is the 
first volume of Dr.’Dryer’s ‘‘ History of the 
Christian Church,’”’ the second volume of 
which, under the heading, *‘ The Preparation 
for Modern Times,’ has already appeared. 
** The Makers of Methodism ” tells again the 
oft-told story of the Wesleys and their chief 
he] pers in England, and of Asbury and Coke, 
with afewof their assistants,in America. 
Prof. Chapman, principal of the Berwyn (Iil.) 
High School, provides the smallest volume of 
the four, but the one which to many will be 
most interesting and useful. It contains 
fourteen chapters on such topics as “‘ A Piece 
of Coal,’”’ “Common Water,’”’ ‘' Pebbies,’’ 
** Corals,” ‘“* Useful Bacteria,’’ “‘ The Inside 
of the Earth,” ‘‘ The Moon,” “ The Canyons 
of the Colorado,” “X Rays.’’? The authors 
are Prof. Huxley, Prof. Tyndall, Prof. Roent- 
gen, Charles Darwip, Mejor Powell, and 
others, whose volumes and contributions to 
different periodicals have been drawn upon 
by the editor. The young people will get 
from it much valuable information presented 
in a pleasing way,and it will tend to induce 
habits of observation and inquiry concern- 
ing common things. 

The course tbis year is thus seen to consist 
of three volumes of history and one of sci- 
ence, which strikes us as a little one-sided. 
The two previous years the volumes have re- 
lated to biography, art, missions, sociology, 
history, and practical life — a somewhat 
more varied selection. But we miss in all 
these courses a single volume on experi- 
mental religion, and none, we notice, is 
planned for next year. But this regrettable 
lack ‘s to be supplied, we presume, by the 
projected ‘‘ Quiet Hour Series,’ ander the 
able direction of the first vice-president, 
Rey. W. 1. Haven, the first volume of which 
is expected to appear at Easter. It is agrand 
thing to get our young people familiar with 
the works of God in the public affairs of the 
race, as the course this year will certainly do 
—and we hope it will have a great sale — but 
there is quite as much call, it seems to us, 
that they become acquainted with His work 
in the human heart,and be led into closer 
union with Christ. 


Typical Christian Leadeis. 
Horace Marshall & son: London. 


By John Clifford. 


Dr. Clifford gives to his hosts of admirers 
aftewof the sermons which have thrilled | 


great audiences in London. In politics Glad- 
stone and Garfield are treated; inthe church, 
Spurgeon, Liddon, Dale and Stanley; in lit- 
erature, Carlyle and Browning; in science, 
Darwin and Drummond; in art, Edward 
Burne-Jones. These are men that it does us 
good to look at through the eyes of the dis- 
tinguished preacher. Here are well-bal- 
anced estimates, clear-cut portraitures, dis- 
criminating judgments, inspiring delinea- 
tions. He regards Browning as “ the typical 
Christian poet of the age.” Of Carlyle he 
says, ** He was a Christian of the New Testa- 
ment pattern; i. e., he had a real faith in the 
Son of Man, in His revelation of God and 
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life, a deep and full reverence, and a sincere 
worship for Him.” Drummond is styled 
“the typical evangelist.’”’ We are glad to 
see by the preface that other volumes — on 
names here omitted, such as Bismarck, 
Bright, Newman, Lowell, Whittier, Frances 
Willard, Mrs. Stowe — are likely to follow 
after alittle. They will be welcomed by a 
great multitude who will thus bave an op- 
portunity to share in some of the benefit 
which those receive who sit under the au- 
thor’s pulpit ministrations. 

Dwellers in Gotham. A Romance of New York. 


a Daie. Eaton & Mains: New York. Price, 
1.50. 


Very familiar with most phases of life in 
the great metropolis is the unannounced 
author — rumor has it that he is a promi- 
nent Methodist minister — who makes here 
his first venture in the realms of fiction. 
The characters are evidently drawn from lite. 
The fashionable physician, the shrewd, suc- 
cessful manipulator of stocks, the empty- 
headed society beau, the haugbty, cold- 
blooded belle who selis herself for money, 
the managing mamma, the dissipated son, 
the toilers in the slums, the schemers in 
Wall St., the polished courtly rector, the 
self-sacrificing mission- worker, the reporter 
on a daily paper, the honest artisan, the vio- 
lent trades- unionist — these and many oth- 
ers all pass somewhat hurriedly before us. 
We have glimpses of a down-town boarding- 
house, an up-town abode of wealth,a hum- 
ble home on the Hast Side, a department 
store,a factory, and a Social Science con- 
gress. There are love scenes, courtships, 
marriages, and a street fight. A good deal 
of bright wit and clever repartee adorns the 
pages, and the plot, by no means compli- 
cated or concealed, lays firm hold upon the 
attention of the reader and commands his 
interest. Villainy, successful for a season, 
gets punished in the end. Virtue, struggling 
with difficulties, is handsomely rewarded at 
last. Everything comes out as it should and 
as was to be expected — which is not, per- 
haps, exactly like New York. Martha’s 
Vineyard is the only piace to which we are 
introduced outside the big city. Methodism, 
however, in no way enters into the story, 
not being once mentioned. The ecclesias- 
tical tone is wholly Episcopalian, even to the 
scornful fling at the ‘‘ Puritanic notions,” 
“silly, belonging to a past age,’’of those 
who object to a certain class of dangerous 
but popular worldly amusements. It can 
hardly be called a novel with a purpose; the 
moral is not sufficiently pronounced for that. 
Yet the relations of labor and capital are in- 
cidentally treated in several of the chapters, 
with the thoroughly wholesome, although 
scarcely new, conclusion that nothing but 
the application of the Golden Rule will set 
matters right between t hese two contestants. 
But as to how this desirable state of things 
is to be brought about, no special light is 
afforded. 
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Phases of an Inferior Planet. By Ellen Glas- 
gow, Author of “The Descendant.” Harper & 
Brothers: New York. Price, $1.25. 


Perbaps there could be no better or truer 
characterization of Miss Glasgow’s new novel 
than that given by the New York Times — 
“strength gone astray.’ Her first book, 
“ The Descendant,” appeared anonymously 
about a yearand a half ago, and made quite 
a stir in the literary world, no one dreaming 
the author was a young Southern girl. The 
power and virility of “The Descendant ” 
could not be denied, but you might search 
far and wide for a more dreary and depress- 
ing story. One takes up this second book, 
therefore, with the hope of finding a more 
cheerful atmosphere; but no, in spite of its 
undoubted power, its virile touch, its brill- 
iant dialogues, its effective situations, we 
confess we have seldom read a more hopeless, 
dismal story than ‘“‘ Phases of an Inferior 
Planet.“ Bitterness, gloom, sordidness, dis- 
honor, fait hlessness, despair, death, permeate 
these pages like a blighting mildew which 
no dezzling gleams of genius can relieve. 
The scene is laid in New York Bohemia. The 
hero, Anthony Algarcife, is a free-thinker 
who earns his living by teaching, and is en- 
gaged in his leisure hours writing a scien- 
tific work. The heroine,a Southern girl of 
artistic temperament, is studying music in 
New York. Both are poor, and are living in 
a shabby apartment house, the ‘‘ Gotham.’’ 
Their acquaintance deepens into love, and 
they imprudently marry. The birth of a 
child, its death Jater, Mariana’s broken 
health and grief,and their abject poverty, 
combine to bring about a separation and a 
divorce. Eight years later — the second 
** phase ’”’ — Mariana, who during those years 
had appeared as a concert hall singer in Eng- 
land and had remarried, and Anthony, 
who had become a ritualistic priest, meet 
again, the old attraction revives, and they 
are about to elope when the finale comes in 
the death of Mariana from pneumonia. One 
closes the book with a sigh and with deep 
regret that an author possessing so much 
genuine literary talent should so prostitute 
her great gift. 


Peeps at People. By John Kendrick Bangs. Har- 


per & Brothers: New York. Price, $1.25. 

A decidedly novel departure Mr. Bangs 
makes in ‘‘ Peeps at People’”’—a sort of 
double satire — first at the expense of Miss 
Witherup, a typical woman “ interviewer,”’ 
and secondly at that of the celebrities who 
falla prey to her prying persistency. Miss 
Anne Warrington Witherup starts forth to 
visit illustrious people and write them up 
for an Ameri paper. She goes first to 
Nansen, whom she finds on an ice floe; then 
to Gloomster Abbey, Isle of Man, the resi- 
dence ot Hall Caine; from there to Berlin, 
where she calls upon Emperor William; in 
England she sees Alfred Austin, Miss Phipps- 
Phipps, a representative of Andrew Lang, 
and Sir Henry Irving; in Poland she inter- 
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views the De Reezkes ard Henryk Sienkie- 
wicz; Zola she finds in Paris, General Wey- 
ler in Spain, lan Maclaren in Scotland, and 
Rudyard Kipling on a P & Osteamer. In 
each cass the situations are original and in- 
tensely amusing, and the interviews are full 
of wit and humor. it is a thoroughly enter- 
taining book for a leisure hour. 


The Copper Princess. By Kirk Manroe. 
& Browuecrs: New xorg. Price, $1.25. 


This is a stirring story of the Lake Superior 
mining country. Richard Peveril,a young 
American, suddenly loses all his money. A 
paper showing that he is part owner of the 
Copper Princess Mine is all he has left. So 
he goes out to learn the mining business. 
How he is attacked by Polish miners who 
throw him intoa hole which leads him to 
the lost workings of the old mine; his dis- 
covery that the owner of the other half of 
the Copper Princess is a smuggler; how he 
finally becomes a millionaire and marries 
the smuggler’s daughter — is all told with 
the vivacity and fascination which Mr. Mun- 
roe is wont to impart to his stories. 


The Newcomes. By William Makepeace Thack- 
eray. uarpec & Brothers: New York. 


**Toe Newcomes,” one of the favorite nov- 
els of Taackeray, is the latest volume issned 
in tae superb edition of the great novelist’s 
works now coming from the press of the 
Harpers. The Introduction, by Mrs. Ritchie, 
is not the least interesting part of the book. 
No private library of any pretensions should 
fail to secure this invaluable Biographical 
Edition of Thackeray. 

A Little New England Maid. A Book for Both 


Boys and Girls. by Kate Tannatt Woods Lothrop 
Publishing Uo.: Boston, Price, $l, 


This new story for young people from the 
attractive pen of Kate Tannatt Woods, will 
receive a warm welcome from countless 
readers in and out of New England. Her 
stories are always sunny sermons in living 
and doing, and “A Little New England 
Maid” is another contribution, as Mrs. 
Woods herself puts it,to the heroism of 
‘*those New England maids and mothers who 
believe in the sacredness of the home, and 
are unselfishly striving to make the world 
better.”” The book is illustrated by Mise 


Harper 


Bruce. 
The Golfer’s Alphabet. Illustrations by A. B. 
F.ost. Khymes by W.G. Van T. Sutphen. Harper 


& Brothers: New York. 
This is a most amusing volume for those 


who understand and enjoy the eame of golf. 





American Missionary 


in Iindia—How She Keeps Well 
Through the Long Summer. 


The following is from Mrs. P. H. 
Moore, the wife of a Baptist minister 
in Nowgong, Assam, India: 

“TJ have been in Assam since January, 
1880, with the exception of one year in 
America. After being here for several 
years I found the climate was weakening 
me and my blood was altogether too thin. 
I began taking Hood’s Sarsaparilla every 
summer. This I found so beneficial that 
since my return to Assam in 1891 I have 
taken one dose of Hood’s Sarsaparilla 
every <iay, the first thing in the morning, 
for 9 months in the year, that is, through 
the hot weather. My weight does not 
vary more than one pound throughout 
the year. My general health has been 
excellent and my blood is in good condi- 
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The illustrations are all full-page, and each 
verse, beginaing with a big red letter, occu- 
pies a page also. One who knows the game 
could readily read the story from the pict- 
ures, but to the uninitiated it is all Greek. 
Printed on heavy paper, with a cover in 
colors representing a golfer in a gorgeous 
golf suit, the book will fill its own niche. 


Old Chester Tales. By Mrs. Margaret Deland. 
Harpe. & Brothers: New York. Price, $1.50. 


One takes up a book bearing Mrs. Margaret 
Deland’s name on the title-page with pleas- 
ure, sure of enjoying a happy hour, and “ Old 
Chester Tales’’ is no exception to the rale. 
Old Chester is a quiet Pennsylvania village, 
full of quaint charaeters that we love as we 
learn to know them. The “ sick Miss Ferris,’’ 
who lived in “‘ the big gaunt house with the 
shadow of the poplarswaying back and forth 
like some gray finger laid upon dead lips;’’ 
Willy King, the rosy, fat, generous doctor, 
and his practical wife, Martha; Peter Vay, 
dear Miss Maria Welwood, and all the list of 
them leading to the kind old minister, Dr. 
Lavender, who marries them, comforts them 
in their sorrows, and buries them at last, 
having ali through their lives given them 
the best of good advice to live by. It is 
always an experiment when a novelist essays 
a volume of short stories, but in this delight- 
ful book Mrs. Deland has caught the fast- 
fading characteristics of an old-fashioned 
village as well as any of our most successful 
depicters of New Enyland life. lt isa book 
to be placed on the library table and reread 
when one’s faith in human nature gets a 
little shaken. 


Harper’s Round Table. 1898. Harper & Brothers. 
New York. Price, $2.50. 


Harper's Round Table has completed its 
nineteenth year,and the bound volume for 
1898 —the first in its new monthly form — 
contains three very fine serial stories, stir- 
ringly told and graphically illustrated: 
“Tne Adventurers,” by H. B. Marriott 
Watson; “ Four for a Fortune,” by Albert 
Lee; and ** The Copper Princess,” by Kirk 
Munroe. Short stories, articles on travel 
end explicration, on hunting, fishing and 
various sports, render this bound volumea 
perfect treasure-house for the boys. Over 
five hundred illustrations embellish its 
pages. 


The Book of the Ocean. 


By Ernest Ingersoll. 
The Oeutury Oo. : 


New York. Price, $1.50. 

In this attractive square octavy Mr. Inger- 
soll writes at length about naval battles and 
warships, but also includes a far wider field. 
He tells in language readily understood by 
young people, about the ocean and its origin, 
and about the phenomena of waves, tides, 
and currents. There are chapters devoted to 
“The Building and Rigging of Snips,” 
“The Merchants of the Sea,” *‘ Robbers of 
the Seas,” *‘ Yachting and Pleasure Boats,” 
“The Plants of the Sea and their Uses,” 
etc. There are several hundred fine illustra- 
tions. 

Child Stories and Rhymes. For the Little 
People of Nursery ana Kiodergarten. By Emiiie 
Poulsson. Lilustrated by L. J. yo? Lothrop 
Publishing Co.: Buston. Price, $1.26. 

A new book by the author of “ Nursery 
Finger Plays” and “ Through the Farmyard 
Gate” will be welcomed with delight by 
mothers, kindergartners, and the little 
folks themselves. In “Child Stories and 
Rbymes” Miss Poulsson offars the small 
people just the sort of songs and stories 
dear to tbe childish heart, and the pictures 
are “‘ too cute for anything.”’ 

The Shakespeare “ Seasonable’’ Kalendar. 
Uompiled by Audrea Joussoa and Louiia VU. Puv.e. 


L. C. Poole & Uo; 457 Shawmut Ave., Boston. 
Price, 85 cents. 


This is the third annual issue of this valu- 
able Kalendar, which, tc quote Dr. Furness, 
has been “ loudly, nay, vociferously, received 
by the Shakespeare scholars and critics 
abroad and in this country.” It is designed 
for general use as well as for the students 
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and lovers of Shakespeare. Every dayin he 
year has its special quotation from the great 
poet, and appropriate selections for the 
months. The compilers are to be congratu- 
lated on the rare skill they show in the 
selection and arrangement of the quotations. 
There are twelve new and original drawings 
by Fannie 8S. Montague, with embellish- 
ments, initial letters, etc., and a beautiful 
cover design of the Elizabethan period. 
Eminent Missionary Women. By Mrs. J. T 
Gracey. lLatroductory Notes oy Mrs. Joseph Oook 


and Mrs.8.L Keen. Eatvua & Maias: New York. 
Price, 85 cents. 


We give this instructive and inspirational 
volume hearty welcome; it meets an urgent 
need. It will answer questions that arise in 
the minds of active missionary workers ev- 
erywhere; and those who read the book will 
find in their hearts a renewed devotion to 
the redemption of degraded and suffering 
womanhood in heathen lands. Mrs. Gracey 
has done her work with characteristic ability 
and good judgment. 

The Story of the Railro d. By Cy Warman, 


a D. Appleton & Oo,: New Yors, 
1,60. 


This fourth volume of the Story of the 
West Series tells the story of the engineer 
who made possible the building of the trans- 
continental lines of railroads across the West. 
Some of these men sacrificed their lives to 
duty; all of them were soldiers of civilize- 
tion. Two maps show respectively the early 
transcontinental lines and those in operation 
the present year. Mr. Warman made a spe- 
cial journey through the West to gather ma- 
terial for thie, perhaps the most complete 
bistory of its kind that has yet appeared. 


Il- 
Price, 


Baby’s Record. With Twelve Illustrations in 
Couor and Thirty Lilustrations in Back and White. 
By Maud Humphrey. Frederick A. Stokes Co.: 
New York. Vrrice, $2.50. 


As the title ind‘cates, this beautiful vol- 
ume, bound in baby blue, with silver orna- 
mentation on the cover,and enclosed in a 
box, is designed for keeping a record of the 
baby’s little life from the beginninz. Here- 
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in on heavy paper, with appropriate designs, 
are pages devoted to the Name, First Outing, 
First Tooth, First Laugb, First Birthday, 
the photographs at different stages, and the 
bright sayings, etc. The twelve full-page 
illustrations, in color, add much to the ex- 
quisite beauty of the book. For a young 
mother no lovelier gift could be imagined. 


Sunshine "Mid Shadews. By Mabelle P. Clapp. 
George H. Ellis: Boston. Price, 75 cents. 
Tenderly and reverently we open this little 

blue linen-bound book, almost wishing that 

she whose brain- children the verses are, could 
leave * the great choir of happy saints ” and 
return but a brief moment to earthly ways 
for a glimpse of this dainty memorial vol- 
ume. Herein are gathered over eighty 
poems, covering a wide range of thought — 
poems of consolation, of uplift of heart, of 
nature, of happy childhood, of quaint con- 
ceit — with cheer and comfort and bright- 
ness running like a golden thread through 
all. Mabelle P. Clapp, as so many of our 
readers know, for nearly five years before 
she went away to the Unseen Country, lay 
helpless upon her bed, unable to even raise 
her head from the pillow. But amid the 
deep shadows of thesick-room, often in 
acute physical suffering, these verses were 
dictated to mother or sister, and appeared 
from time to time in the columns of the Bos- 
ton Transcript, Christian Register, Youth's 
Companion, Universalist Leader, West Roz- 
bury News, and ZIONS HERALD. Those 
which were published in the HERALD were 
widely quoted by our exchanges. Her hope- 
ful, courageous, sunny spirit breathes 
through every page of the little book, which 
will prove a source of sweetness and light to 
many a troubled, sorrowing heart. ‘ Sun- 
shine ’Mid Shadows ’”’ may be obtained at 

Magee’s, or will be sent by mail un applica- 

tion to Mrs. Curtis Clapp, Kenneth St., West 

Roxbury. 

Infant Baptism Normal to the Gospel. By 
Kev. Hiram Kiog. Reformed Oburch Publication 
Boara: Philadelphia. 

In the amount of efficacy which the author 
of this brief treatise attaches to baptism, he 
does not seem to us to view New Testament 
teaching in true perspective. He adopts, 
however, a sound position in maintaining 
that the argument for infant baptism is best 
conducted on the basis of principles, as op- 
posed to an appeal to supposed facts of apos- 
tolic usage. Some of his thrusts at the logic 
of opponents are well aimed, and serve to 
show that it is by no means invulnerable. 
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Marjory and Her Neighbors. By Louise E. Cat- 
lin. Liiustrated by Ev.neired 8. sarry. Lothrop 
Publishing Co: Boston. Price, $1.50. 

This substantial book of nearly four hun- 
dred pages tells the story of * three girls and 
a boy,and the good times they bad at both 
houses.“ These children lived in a delight- 
ful country town, and had a great deal of fun 
together, with just cnough disappointments 


to make things interesting. itis just the | 


book for bedtime reading by mamma. The 


children are bright, human and natural, and | 
The cover design is | 


Marjory is charming. 
very effective. 


Master Sunshine, By Mrs. ©. F. Fraser. Thomas 
Y. Crowell & Uo. Price, 50 cents. 


Readers of ZIONS HERALD are familiar 


with the literary work of Mrs. Fraser, sev- | 


eral of whose sturies have appeared in the 
family department. ‘‘ Master Sunshine” 
is a charming story of an eight-year-old boy | 
whose real name was Frederick Alexander 
Norton, bert whose sweet, sunshiny spirit 
won for him the soubriquet woich gives title 
to the book. He is a brave, plucky little | 
fellow, not a fauitiess boy by any means, but 
very lovabie. it is a good book for the small 
boy’s Christmas stocking. 
The Prince of Peace; or, The Beautiful Life of 
Jesus. sy isabdelia M. Alden (Pausy). Lilustrated 


by Hofmann. Lothrop Publishing vompany: Bos- 
ton. Price, $1.50. 


This is a graphic and thoughtful narrative 
of the perfect life of our Saviour, told con- 
cisely, reverently and powerfully. Mrs. 
Alden says in the preface: “ It isnot because 
there are not already many books written 
about ‘The Prince’ that [ have ventured to 
send fortn another. it is not because they 
are not in many respects superior to mine 
that I venture tosend it forth; but because 
from a child I have felt myself trammeled by 
being unable to realiz: the situations which 
surrounded those people of olden time, 
among whom the Son of Man spent His sor- 
rowful earthly years. Their manner of life, 
their dress, their speech, their views of 
things, were so utterly different from ours, 
that it has been almost impossible for me to 
realize that I was reading of One who has to 
do with me, individually and today.” Be- 
cause of this, Mrs. Alden resolved to write 
the story in a new form, to modernize it — 
**to put the dress of today on the facts of 
long ago.“ This new and attractive edition 
has been carefully revised, and in some places 
rewritten. 


Buz-Buz: His Twelve Adventures. By Charles 
Stuart Pratt. Fifty illustrations by L. J. Bridgman. 
Lothrop Publishing Company : Boston. Price, 75 
cepts. 

The hero of this tale is a housefly, who tells 
his own story,and the Baby, the Boy, the 
Lady, the Man, the Grandma, are all seen 
from the Fly’s point of view. Mr. Pratt has 
certainly given us something new in nursery 
fiction, and the story of Buz-Buz, with its 
humor and quaint fancies, will help thesmall 
people to enter into the life of one familiar 


insect and see how such little creatures live a | 


varied life of their own. Mr. Bridgman’s 
pictures are a delightful feature of the book, 
his cover design being a very happy conceit. 
Mother-Song and Ciiild-Song. Edited by Char- 


lotte Brewster Jordan. Frederick A. Stokes Co.: 
New York. 


Selections from one hundred and ten 
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Notable New Books 


Historic Pilgeimages in New England 


| Among landmarks of Pilgrim and Puritan 
days, and of the Colonial and Pre- Revolu- 
tionary periods. By EDWIN M. BACON. 
12mo, 486 pp. 120 illustrations. Choice 
cloth, $1 50. 


A thoroughly delightfal narrative of visits to 
| historic places, with graphic accounts of people 
| and events. Filled with valuable information, 
historically accurate, abounding in incident and 
anecdote. 


First Steps in the History of our Coun- 
try 

| By W.A. Mowry, Ph. D., and A. M. Mow- 
RY, 4. M. 316 pp. Fally illustrated. 75 cts. 
The story of our country as told in the lives and 

deeds of 39 great Americans, from Columbus to 

Edison. It centres everyjepoch upon representa- 

tive personages, veritable history-makers. 


| Stepping Stones to Literature 


By SARAH LOUISE ARNOLD, Boston Super- 
visor, aud Superintendent CHARLES B. 
GILBERT. Superbly illustrated. Prices , 
40 to 75 cents. 

This new series of eight graded Readers gives a 
better idea of the world’s great literature, and 


more of it than can be found anywhere else in the 
same space. 


Australia and the Islands of the Sea: 


Book VII{. of ‘‘The World and Its People.” 
By Eva M.C. KELLOGG. Edited by Lar- 
KIN DuNTON, LL. D. 448 pp. 150 illustra- 
tions; 4 colored maps. 85 cents. 

Our new island possessions are graphically 
described with hundreds of others; their geogra- 
phy, history, and characteristic features. 


Syria from the Saddle 


By ALBERT PAYSON TERHUNE. Delightful 
pen-pictures of the Holy Land of today. 
12mo, 318 pp. 80 beautiful illustrations. $1 50. 


“A model book of trave); animated, graphic 
and illuminative.” — Zion’s Herald. 


Poetry of the Seasons 
Compiled by MARy I. LovEJoy. Three bun- 
dred of the choicest nature poems by Amer- 


ican and English poets. 336 pp. Exquisite- 
ly illustrated. 75 cents. 


The Praise Hymnary 


By T. J. MORGAN, D. D., LL. D., W. A. May, 
and PHBE M. HAYNES, 8vo. 192 pp. 60 cts. 


This beautiful new book of worship is espe- 
cially adapted to schools, colleges, the Y. M. O. A. 
and gatherings of young people, as well as to 
churches that wish a book of wide range, genuine 
worth, and moderate cost. 





A Harmony of the Gospels for Historjcal 
Study 

By WM. ARNOLD STEVENS, D.D., and 
Prot. ERNEST DE WITT BURTON. 4to, 249 pp. 
$1.50. 
Invaluable to all students of the Bible. 


An Introduction to the Life of Jesus 
By Prof. ALFRED W. ANTHONY. 206 pp. #1 00. 


A clear, compact, convincing presentation of 
the evidence for an historic Christ.” — G. OC. 
| Close, D. D., LL. D., President Bates College. 


known authors, with twenty-three anony- | 


mous writers, are included in this delightful 
collection of songs for and about children. 


| Hunt Jackson, James Whitcomb Riley, Paul | 


Laurence Dunbar, Mrs. M. E. Paull, Ella 


| Wheeler Wilcox — are a few among many 


familiar names whose poems are here quoted. 
The very full and complete indexes, giving 
authors, poems, and first lines in alphabst- | 
ical order, will be apprecisted by those who | 


| may be so fortunate as to become possessors | 


of this beautiful book. 


_ Doctrine and Life 

| By G. B. STEVENS, Ph. D., D. D., Yale Uni- 
versity. 247 pp. $125 

A study of some of the principal truths of the 


| Christian religion in their relation to Christian 
| experience. 


| For sale at leading bookstores, or sent, postpaid, 
on receipt of price, by the publishers, 


‘Silver, Burdett & Company, 
| BOSTON NEW YORK 
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December 2), 1898 


ANNUAL MEETING OF WEsS- 
LEYAN ASSOCIATION 


HE anoual meeting of the Wesleyan 
Association was held Dec. 14. The 
following members were present: Pliny 
Nickerson, Edward F. Porter, Kdward H. 
Dunn, Francis A. Perry. James F. Almy, 
Joshua Merrill, Oliver H. Durrell, Warren O. 
Kyle, Robert F. Raymond, Charlies R. Magee, 
Matthew Robson, William W. Potter, and 
Avery L. Rand. Letters of regret be:auise 
not able to be present were received from 
William Claflin, James A. Woolson, Chester 
C. Corbin, and Charles C. Bragdon. The 
official visitors from the Uonterences were all 
present: New England Conference, Rev. 
B. P. Herrick and Jonn L. Bates; New Eng- 
land Southern, Rev. A. J. Coultas and H. A. 
Fitield; New Hampshire, Rev. William 
Ramsden and O. D. Knox; Vermont, Rev. 
A. J. Hough and Judge ©. Temple; Maine, 
Rev. C. F. Parsons and Ira A. Locke, Esq.; 
East Maine, Rev. J. F. Haley and B. T. 
Soule. The invited guests present were 
Bishop Mallalieu, President W. F. Warren, 
Prot. Borden P. Bowne, Dean W. E. Hunt- 
ington, Dean M. D. Buell, Revs. G. F. 
Eatop, E. R. Thorndike, J. H. Mansfield, 
J. O. Knowles, D. H. Ela, James Mudge, 
Cuaplain D. H. Tribou, U.S. N.,J. D. Pickles, 
R. F. Hoiway, O. W. Hatchioson, E. M. 
Taylor, F. H. Knight, W. {. Haven, John 
Gaibraith, W. T. Perrin, Dillon Bronson, 
W. T. Worth, George Skene, L. B. Bates, 
G. H. Spencer, E. H. Hughes, W. J. Heath, 
George S. Butters, and George Whitaker; 
also the editor, Charles Parkhérst; the 
publisher, A. 8. Weed; the assistant pub- 
lisner, George E. Whitaker; tne foreman, 
P. H. Hadley; and Mr. Alonzo R. Weed. 

President Merrili opened the meeting by 
calling ana starting the hymn, “ Biest be the 
tie that binds,’’and prayer was offered by 
Dr. Ele. The records of the Aesociation and 
airectors’ meetings for the year were read by 
the secretary, C. R. Magee, and were ap- 
proved. lt appeared, in reading these records, 
tnet A. 8. Weed, the publisher, had resigned 
his position, to take effect Dec. 1, and that 
his resigration was accepted with a fitting 
expression of appreciation and regret by the 
board of directors. 

Piiny Nickerson, the trea-ucer, reai his 
report, which showed that the income of 
the Dulldiog had been sligntly decreased for 
the year; tnat $5,000 nad aircady been paid 
toward the iodeptedness, and that an addi- 
tional payment would soon be made. 

A. 8. Weed tnen made his report as pub- 
lisner. As it wasto be his last official act, 
he reviewed comprehensively the history of 
the paper during the twenty-eight years that 
he had been publisner. He showed that 
when he took the paper it was in debt, that 
for many years it was not self-sustaining, 
that both the subscription list and the re- 
ceipts for advertising were particularly sen- 
sitive to “‘ good ” or“ bad ”’ times. Comparing 
the last eleven years, which cover the pres- 
ent editorial management, with the previous 
eleven years, he showed that, notwithstand- 
ing the unusual business depression prevail- 
ing for a considerable portion of that time, 
the receipts from subscriptions in the last 
period were $12,146 more than during the 
former period, aad that the recsipts from ad- 
vertising were $18 884 more. He closed his re- 
port in the following forceful, expressive and 
fitting terms: ‘Gentlemen of the Wes- 
leyan Association, the report I have jus: read 
closes my last official duty as publisher and 
business manager of ZION S HERALD —a# po- 
sition to which I was called nearly twenty- 
eigot years ago. The placssought me. The 
offzr of the position was onc3 deciined, but 
subsequently recalled at the urgent request of 
James P. Magee, Franklin Rand, Bishop 
Haven (then editor), Isaac Ricn, Jacob 
Sleeper, and otaers. [ was at that tims 
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pleasantly situated in every @way ino the 
Queen City of the Hast— Bangor, Me. I 
want to say, in justice to myself, that | was 
not moved by any mercenary considerations 
in accepting the position, for I did not ex- 
pect to make any money out of ZION’s HER- 
ALD, and in this I have pot been disappoint- 
ed. The character of the work attracted 
me. The companionship of ministers was 
always a grateful privilege,and my asso- 
ciation with them has been a very enjoyable 
experience. A large number who .were 
among my special triends have passed to the 
life beyond. Ii am giad to be cheered, how- 
ever, by many who are living, with the most 
cordial and touching assurances of (riend- 
ship which have come to me through ,the 
mails. They will brighten the memories of 
the past. 1am sorry a larger degree of pros- 
perity has not come to the paper. A number 
of reasons might be given exp'aining way it 
has been so difficult to extend its circula- 
tion. The managers have not r-posed on 
flowery bods of ease, but,so far as { know, 
all who are connected with it h.ve worked 
diligently and faithfully to advance its in- 
terests. I take toe iidarty to express the 
hop; that ZIONS HERALD will not bscon- 
sidered in tne light, simply, of a money- 
Making machiuve, and its vaiue aod impor- 
tance be estimated by the annual balances of 
money on cand. Years will come when it will 
need more than its current income to pay ex- 
penses. Under such circum stances, it seems 
to me, itsnould have generous aid from the 
Wesleyan Building, waich is an offspring of 
the paper, and owes its existence to it. 
While | most sincerely believe ZIONs HER- 
ALD should be run with great carefulness in 
its expenditures, yet in order to make a pa- 
per that will stand the competition to be 
encountered in New England, and meet the 
demands of New England Methodism, a most 
generous support will be necessary in the 
future. To accomplish this will require not 
only first-class ability, but a liberal amount 
of money.” 

Mr. Weed was visibly affected as he closed 
the reading of his report,as were all who 
had listened to it. J.F.Almy in fitting 
terms then presented the following resolu- 
tion, which was unanimously adopted bya 
rising vote: — 


‘Tne resignation of Alonzo 8S. Weed 
as pub.isher of ZION'’s HERALD, after twen- 
ty eignt years of honorable service, has been 
received. It is not easy to express or to fully 
realiz3 what our brother has accomplished in 
all these years. At the summons of the Wes- 
leyan Association, in the early prime otf his 
manhood, he relinquished a prosperous busi- 
ness, left his home and associations in a dis 
tant city, and came among strangers to doa 
work demanding the utmost of his strength, 
ability and sacrifice. [he stranger of a gen- 
eration ago is today a familiar friend to New 
England Methodism. He has made friends 
by showing himeelf friendly. in the inti- 
mate relations sustained by the members of 
this Association with Brother Weed, his 
ability, manliness and fine Christian charac- 
ter have always commanded the sincere es- 
teem of its members; and as our brother now 
elects to retire from the activities of the 
office of publisher of ZION 8s HERALD, our 
mutual interest is an assurance of continued 
fraternal! intercourse.”’ 


It was voted that a copy of this resolu- 
tion be presented to Mr. Weed, that a copy 
be spread upon the records,and that it be 
published in ZIoN’s HERALD. It was also 
voted that the excellent report which the 
retiring publisher had made bs preserved in 
the archives of the Association. 

The editor then read his report, which had 
todo mainly with the difficulties connected 
with his effort to make the kind of paper re- 
quired, with so small an editorial force and 
80 meagre an allowance for contributions, 
saying, in part: ‘‘ What the editor of this 
paper tries to do,and what he has todo with, 
some of you know. The amount allowed for 
the year for editorial assistance and for con- 
tributions must necessarily be meagre — not 
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as much for the whole year as several leading 
religious journals of the country expend for 
the same purposes in asingle month. There 
is no assistant editor in the strict sense of 
that term. The supreme work of an editor is 
the ability to forecast — to know not only 
what is to appear next week, but in the 
weeks to come. An editor-in-chief, stand- 
ing upon the tiptoe of observation, assigns 
this and that live topic to his assistants and 
associates for treatment. The editor of 
ZION 8 HERALD, while doing as much of 
this as he can, must do everything else; he 
must do the clerical work of his department; 
answer with his own band his voluminous 
correspondence ; examine critically his ex- 
changes; review books and magazines; write 
his editorials on the run; always overworked 
and much of the time overwroaght, as any 
man must be underneath so great a burdena:d 
determined to do his best with it. This year 
has been especially absorbing and exacting. 
To make up by alertness and promptness 
what for lack of means could not be done on 
other lines, the editor has not felt justified 
in being absent at all from the office, and has 
gladly relinquished his customary vacation. 
Miss Adelaide 8. Seaveras, so indispsnsable 
as an assistant, has besn equally absorbed 
in, and devoted to,the paper. The editor is 
uoder special obligatioas to his other helpers 
— Coaplains Holway and Tribou, Dr. James 
Mudge, Rav. F. N. Upham and Miss Mary E. 
Lunn. Skilled correspondents in every part 
of this country and in Europe advise us im- 
mediately of any current event needing at- 
tention. The abiest writers in our own and 
other denominations gladly contribute to 
our columns, even at less remuneration than 
they receive from other papers. The work 
of editing the paper, with the limited funds 
at our disposal, is at the very highest point 
of efficiency.” 

Rev. J. D. Pickles, Ph. D., asked the court- 
esy of expressing his grateful appreciation 
for the high grade of work done by the ed- 
itor and his associates,and that the visitors 
present be allowed the privilege of express- 
ing their commendation by rising, and the 
privilege was granted. 

On motion of E. H. Dunn, it was voted 





More light from your lamp, 
whatever lamp you use; and 
almost no chimney expense, 
no breaking. Use the chim- 
ney we make for it. Index. 


Write Macbeth Pittsburgh Pa 
cnurcu LIGHT 


FRINK’S Patent Reflectors for 
Gas or Oil, give the most werful, 
ch & Best light known 

for Churches, Stores, Show indows, 
Banks, Theatres, Depots, etc. New and 
elegant designs. Send siz* of room. 
Get circular and estimate. A Liberal 
discount to churches and tbe ‘trade. 
Don't be deceived by cheap imitations. 
I. P. FRINK, 5s: Peas) St., N. & 













Established 1857, 





Artificial Homan Eyes 


7 Andrew LLOYD Co, 


"323 Washington Street, 
Opp. Old South Church, Bostor 


AARON R. GAY & CO, 
Stationers and Bank Book 


Manufacturers. 
ACCOUNT BOOK 


Of any desired pattern made to order. 
122 State St. BOSTON, 








1682 


that the profits of the paper for the year — 
$1,214 35 — and enough more to be taken from 
the funds of the Association to make $1,400, 
be distributed as # dividend among the put- 
ronizing Conferences. 

On motion of R. F. Kaymond, a resolution 
was passed instructing the secretary to ex- 
tend the sympathy and greeting of the As- 
sociation to the absent members. Messrs. 
Dunn, Robson and Potter,as a nominating 
committee, reported the following names of 
officers for the coming year,and they were 
elected : — 


President, JosHUA MERRILL. 

Vice President, J. F. ALMY. 

Treasurer, PLINY NICKERSON. 

Secretary, CHARLES K. MAGEE. 

Auditor, AVERY L. RAND. 

Directors, WILLIAM (LAFLIN, E. H. DUNN, 
O. H. DURRELL, C, C, BRAGDON, 


President Merrill then introduced Mr. 
George E. Whitaker as Mr. Weed’s successor, 

The members of the Association, visitors 
and guests then repaired to Young’s Hotel 
for the annual dinner. Bishop Mallalieu in- 
voked the divine blessing. At the close of 
the dinner those of the official visitors pres- 
ent were requested by President Merrill to 
speak upon ZION S HERALD, giving utter- 
ance to all that was in their minds with en- 
tire freedom, whether in criticism or com- 
mendation. The addresses as a whole were 
unusually interesting and profitable. The 
pressure upon our columns for our Christ- 
mas issue compel considerable abrid ,ment 
of the remarks of the vieitors. Several of 
them were obliged to retire before their 
names were reached in the regular order. 

Rev. E. P. Herrick, of the New England 
Conference, said, adopting the language of 
the report which appears in the Minutes of 
the Conference, that he ‘‘ could find little to 
criticise and much to commend.” He did 
not always agree with the editor, but ap- 
proved of his independence and believed 
with him that there should be healthy and 
honest criticism of the affairs of the church. 
He liked the outlook, the editorials, the fam- 
ily pages, and the unsurpassed Sunday- school 
notes. 

Hon. John L. Bates isa favorite in Meth- 
odist circles, as was shown by the hearty ap- 
plause which he received when he rose to 
speak. He adopted the language of his min- 
isterial colleague, magnified the work of 
the church in its present growing influence 
upon society and politics,and the work of 
the Methodist press. Referring to the royal 
paim tree of Cuba, which has such a minis- 
try of usefulness, comfort and healing that 
it is called the ‘* blessed tree,’’ he would liken 
ZION Ss HERALD to that palm and call it the 
* blessed "’ paper. 

Rev. A. J. Coultas, of the New England 
Southern Conference, commended the paper 
for the conscience, independence and virility 
which it displayed. We may differ with the 
editor in bis opinions, but we love him none 
the less. He would not have the price re- 
duced. The circulation of the paper can 
never be large, but it must be of the very 
highest quality. Referring to Mr. Weed, he 
told of the genialand kindly welcome that 
he received from him seventeen years ago 
when he came to New England, and the joy 
that it had been to meet him at the Confer- 
ence each year since that time. 

H. A. Fifield said that he began house- 
keeping by subscribing to ZION'’s HERALD. 
He was quite in accord with ZIon’s HERALD 
on the temperance question and the discus- 
sion upon the influence of the Epworth 
League on the church. He hoped that we 
had heard the last concerning the ages of 
ZION’s HERALD and the Advocate in both 
papers. He wished that a larger namber of 
the laymen could attend this annual meeting 
and obtain an inside view of the work of the 
Association and of editing the paper. He 
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had always advocated that the people should 
subscribe for ZION s HERALD, and he would 
make arule, if he had the power, that no 
man should be made an official member who 
did not take some one of our church papsrs 
and own a Methodist Discipline. He was 
p rtial to the paper, and wouid not have the 
price reduced. 

Rev. William Ramaden said that the New 
Hampshire Conference did not forget that it 
furnished ZION s HERALD with its present 
editor. Weare proud of the paper, and our 
suprrannuates are very clossly linked to it 
because of the assistance which is yearly re- 
ceived from the Wesleyan Asssciation. 
ZION 8 HERALD gives us the best things — 
the outlook, vigorous editorials, the Loague 
editor’s splendid work, Dr. Kaufman's edi- 
fying and inspiring prayer-meeting helps, 
‘* Thoughts for the Thoughtful,” “ Through 
Aunt S:rena’s Spectacles’ (especially the 
sanshine which she bears to the shut-ins), 
and the book revisws waich never lead the 
purchaser astray. 

Chaplain D. H. Tribou spoke trenchantly 
for East Maine. Maine Methodists are loyal 
to the paper because they read it. He be- 
lieved that they would be better satisfied if 
more money were spsnt on the paper. Give 
the editor — who is an editor, and if any 
have failed to learn it, they would better 
ask the daily press for its opinion of him — 
$5,000 to spand on its colamas, and the in- 
creased merit of the paper will constrain 
many more to subscribe. 

Rev. A. J. Hough, when called upon, said 
that he could respond with a hearty Meth- 
odist ‘amen ” toall that had been said of 
the paper; but as no Methodist gathering 
was complete without a singer,and up to 
this time none had been heard, he would 
volunteer to supply the lost chord. He then 
read the following unique and characteristic 
poem, which was frequently punctuated 
with heartiest applause, and when he had 
finished, the hand-clapping was long contin- 
ued. At the request of many, we hereby 
publish the entire poem: — 


The House with Eight Windows 


The house called Zion’s HERALD stands 

On solid rock, not shifting sands, 

With eight broad windows, clean and bright, 
For getting and for giving light. 


The window of the Outlook man 

Is in the tower, that he may scan 

A world in action, watch the rise 

Of storm-clouds on the changing skies, 
And be in his high place a kind 

Of weather bureau for the mind. 

That man (we marvel at the feat) 

In fifteen minutes will repeat 

In language terse and statement new 
What takes the world a week to do. 
Whatever else the preacher lacks, 
That Outlook window gives him facts, 
The focused rays of light intense, 

The boiled-down sugar of events, 

The cream of all the big world-pan — 
A marvel is that Outlook man. 


Out of the Family window drifts 
From authors, with the rarest gifts, 
The story, borne on Fancy’s wing, 
The best of songs the singers sing. 


Up in that Epworth window, clear, 
The topics for each week appear. 
What beaten gold their lines contain, 
What precious gems, what sifted grain, 
In thought, suggestion, anecdote — 
The truest words pen ever wrote. 


The rarest blooms of sacred thought 

Are to that open window brought, 
Where, underneath the teacher’s eye, 
The great church Sunday-school goes by. 
That window sheds light on the page 

Of Holy Writ for youth and age. 


** Aunt Serena,”’ through her glasses, 
Sees much more than ever passes 
By her window, which o’erlooks 
The happy valleys, filled with brooks 
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That sing their way past meadows, trees. 
A world in bloom, to summer seas. 

Out from her window, open thrown, 
Floats far and wide the deep heart-tone 
Of sympathy for all who mourn, 

Of pity for the overborne, 

And thrilling eloquence to plead 

For every case of human need. 

With messages hearts understand, 
Long, late, may Aunt Serena stand 
There at the window, tender, wise, 

And seeing more than others’ eyes! 


Contributors from every land 

At their own spacious window stand 

A moment, speak their deepest word, 
Then pass, that others may be heard. 
And so, through all the rich round year 
The sage, the poet, and the seer 

Bring glory to the house, and fame 

To the old Heravp’s honored name. 


In a big room, glassed all around, 

The editorial chair is found, 

That he who fills it may not bring 

A partial view of anything 

Before his readers, but may write 

The truth in shadow and in light. 

There Wesley’s statue stands, life-sized, 
But in apparel modernized, 

A little broader at the girth, 

A little nearer to the earth, 

Just as he would be in these climes — 
John Wesley brought up to the times. 
Some scalps are lying on the floor 

That public wrongs defiant wore, 

And lances, used to pierce the ranks 

And notions of religious cranks; 

A sword or two, Damascus wrought, 
With which the editor has fought 

To make this house, eight-windowed, bright, 
A pulpit, fountain, source of light; 
While near, to aid his strife with sin, 
The Bible stands and Discipline. 

Now he may hunt the tithing boar, 

The idle Epworth Leaguer score, 

Or, more in playful wood than hate, 

Stir up some neighboring Advocate; 

But when his bugle notes ring out 

That Faith may pierce the heart of Doubt, 
They are the same, clear, strong and true, 
That Wesley and the fathers biew. 

His readers may not think they find 

The food just suited to their mind, 

But if they saw behind his chair 

All the rejected, broken fare, 

The matter moldy, crusty,,crude, 

That other people thought was food, 

The sound of least complaint would end, 
And all then hail him as their friend. 

If sharp his blows, we understand 

That he was born in Dewey’s land, 
Amidst Green Hills, where men are made 
Who wield with might the trenchant blade. 


Another window in the west 

Opens upon a place of rest ’ 
Where sleep the saints, the church's dead. 
No tears are at that window shed, 

For Christian faith with sunlit eye 

Looks through the low arch of the sky 

And sees beneath heaven’s cloudless dome, 
The dead in Christ brought safely home. 


The advertising garden plot 

Is Weeded well, a wholesome spot, 
Where only flowers for first-class firms 
Are tendea, at the lowest terms. 


Though Doctor Buckley oft has told 

That just because tie house was sold, 
The door-plate changed, all men must see 
The house itself had ceased to be, 

To those by Reason’s methods trained, 
The logic seems a trifle strained. 
Whoever heard that houses, lands, 

Were changed themselves by changing hands! 
Or a Bostonian, by the airs 

Of New York city, unawares 

Loses identity, and learns 

He's some one else when he returns! 


But still the house, eight-windowed, stands, 
Built up in faith by skillful hands, 

To spread, as Wesley taught, the broad 
Sweet gospel of the Son of God. 


Rev. C. F. Parsons said: We are believers 
in ZIONS HERALD in Maine. We are never 
ashamed of it, and are entirely willing to 
compare it with the best religious weeklies, 
He wished that the commissions were taken 
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@way, and that old as weil as vew suodscrib- 
ers could have the benefit thereof. He was 
not certain that the reduction in price would 
bring many new subscribers. He was satis- 
fied that many people talked about the price 
as the easiest excuse at hand for not sub- 
scribing. If the price were reduced to 2, 
the same people would object to that, and 
want a still further reduction. While he re- 
gretted the controversy over the age of the 
paper, yet he would have ZION’s HERALD 
maintain ite rightful position. 

lra A. Locke said tbat he learned to read 
from the columns of ZION’s HERALD, which 
was in his father’s home. The paper was a 
jJeader 'n New England Methodism. The 
greatest need in our borders is a profound 
and pervasive revival of religion, and he de- 
sired to see ZION’s HERALD lead the church 
in such a glorious movement. He would pot 
have the price reduced nor the minister 
abandon his commission. He wanted a 
handsome paper, so attractive that families 
would desire to preserve every copy. He 
believed in ZION’s HERALD because it is free 
from the dictation and control of the Gen- 
eral Conference and can speak its mind with- 
out trammel or constraint. It was a most 
delightful privilege to him to meet and min- 
gie with the honored members of the Wes- 
leyan Association. 

fhe doxology was then sung, and thus 
closed a very interesting and profitable an- 
nual meeting. 


A NOTABLE CONVENTION 
REV. T. CORWIN WATKINS, D. D. 


HE fourth annual convention of the 
Anti-Saloon League of America was 
held in Oleveland, Ohio, Dec. 6-8. This 
organization is now one of the most potent 
influences at work for the suppression of the 
saloon in this country. It is an honest 
attempt to federate the tempsrance forces of 
the country without division on partisan or 
sectarian lines. It is an attempt to get all 
the organized forces of righteousness to- 
gether, and to have them move forward 
under one banner, on which is inscribed, 
** Tae Saloon Must Go.” 

in its annual conventions each national 
body is entitled to ten dalegates, State bodies 
to five delegates, and each affiliated body to 
two delegates. About two hundred dele- 
gates were present, representing neurly every 
section of the country. 

The meetiags were held in the * Uld Stone 
Church” on the public square. Back of the 
platform and reaching nearly across the 
church was the motto, “ Pie- Saloon Must 
Go,” while on the right and left walls were 
the well-known quotations from John 
Wesley and Bishop Simpson which express 
the basal principles of our Epworth League. 

The first session on Tuesday evening was 
presided over by Luther B. Wilson, M. D., 
D. D., of Washington, D. C., well known in 
Methodist circles. The address of welcome 
was by our own Dr. Louis Albert Banks, who 
spoke with his usual forcefulness. Speaking 
of the need of this organization to look after 
the enforcement of law, he stated that if the 
delegates were to remain in Cleveland over 
Sunday they would find one thousand 
saloons wide open upon the streets of that 
city. The response to Dr. Banks’ welcome 
was made by Rev. E. 8S. Chapman, D. D., of 
California, who proved to be one of the most 
useful members of the convention. He 
quoted the preamble of the Constitution of 
the United States, and showed conclusively 
that the liquor traffic is high treason against 
every feature of that document. 

The address by Dr. W. F. Crafte was a 
stirring appeal to the League to take active 
measures to prevent the repeal of the law 
forbidding the importation of intoxicating 
liquors into Alaeks#, and to recure legislation 
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forbidding the importation and traffic in 
liquor in our newly acquired possessions. 
This proved to be one of the important and 
up to date questions for discussion through- 
out the convention. 

The report of the national superintendent, 
Rev. Howard H. Russell, D. D., LL. D., on 
Wednesday morning, was of thrilling inter- 
est. He has succeeded in organizing thirty- 
two States into Anti-Saloon Leagues, with 
superintencents over each. Dr. Russell has 
recently been offered the presidency of one 
of the jargest and oldest colleges in the 
country, but will allow nothing to tempt 
him away from this work, even though it is 
fullof hardship. He is a modern hero ina 
greater battle than that of Santiago or 
Manila. After the exhausting work of the 
convention he came all the way from Cleve- 
land to help the forces of righteousness in 
their great battle at Holyoke, Mass. 

The other event of Wednesday morning 
was the address of the president, the vener- 
able Hiram Price, of Washington, D. C., 
who is now eighty-five years old. He read 
his address, and although it was very long, 
it held the closest attention of the entire 
convention. It was non-partisan, non-secta- 
rian, yet devout and fullof fire. The spirit 
of the man as well as his words seemed to 
charm his hearers. His diction was elegant, 
his allusions swept over almost the entire 
tield of history and literature, and his enun- 
ciation was something remarkable for a man 
of his age. The entire address is to be pub- 
lished asatract by the Anti-Saloon League 
of the State of Lilinols. 

The theme for Wednesday evening was 
“The Young People and the Temperance 
Cause.”’ The notable address of this session 
was given by Rev. David H. Moore, D. D., of 
Cincinnati. lt was eloquent, fervid and 
powerful. Dr. Moore is wonderfully pop- 
ular in his own State, and was given a warm 
reception by this convention. The other 
speakers were Rev. A. ©. Miller, president of 
the Coristian Endeavor Society of the State 
of Ohio, and Rev. F. D. Power, D. D., of 
Washington. 

There were several interesting subjects on 
the program for Thursday, but they were all 
thrust aside for the discussion of the same 
question that had to be settled early in the 
War of the Rebellion — whether the head- 
quarters shoald be in Washington and 
the officers in the field trammeled with 
red tape, or whether thove in the field 
should be free to act as emergencies 
might demand. There is an article in the 
constitution requiring the headquarters to be 
at Washington. To change this required a 
three-fourths vote which the advocates of 
the change failed to secure, although two- 
thirds of the convention favored it. But tne 
change was practically made by giving the 
superintendent a board of advisers whom he 
should select with reference to convenience, 
and by electing a secretary from Indianapo- 
lis instead of from Washington. The cham- 
pion of the Washington control was our own 
Dr. A. J. Kynett, who had a conviction and a 
word on almost every question discussed. 
The leader of the opposition was the vener- 
able and eloquent brother from California, 
strongly supported by Dr. J. W. Bashford 
and Dr. Barker, of Delaware. The delegate 
from the New Rugland Uonference said that 
his section still claimed the right to initiate 
great movements, as it had this one, but 
their execution it would willingly commit to 
dauntless Western leadership. 

The last meeting of the convention was 
presided over by Rev. A. J. Kynett, of Phil- 
adelphia, and the speaker of the evening was 
President J. W. Bashford of Ohio Wesleyan 
University. He spoke with marked enthu- 
siasm and power. He is a little more stooped 
than when he left us ten years ago, but his 
smiling, beardless face appears as young as 
ever. 
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in Delaware. Young men and women from 
nearly all the Western States are in attend- 
ance, and princely gifts are coming into the 
treasury to help on the work. 

Notwithstanding sharp contention as to 
the location of the headquarters, there is but 
one spirit in the great body of reformers, and 
that is a spirit of unity and hopefulness. 
Every speaker seemed to realize the size and 
the power of the evil to be overcome, and yet 
there was not a despairing cry by any speaker. 
Neither was there a word of vituperation or 
abuse for any church or any political party. 
There were many addresses on “‘ City Organ- 
ization,” “‘Law Enforcement,’”’ and kindred 
subjects, which were of more interest to the 
leaders of this great cause than to the gen- 
eral public. 


Lynn, Mass. 


It is reported that the Board of Education 
in Chicago has fully surrendered to Superin- 
tendent Andrews, and hastened to assure 
him that they will not oppose him further in 
the management of the schools of that city. 

Lady Strathcona and her daughter, the 
Hon. Mrs. Howard, have each given McGill 
University at Montreal $50,000. Lord Strath- 
cona himself has given the University, in all, 
$1,485,712. 


At the Christian Citizenship Convention 
held in Washington last week, in discussing 
Mormonism, General John Haton declared 
Mormon doctrines to be a menace, and 
charged OCongressman-elect Roberts, of 
Utah, with being an avowed polygamist. 
He asserted that Mr. Roberts had never been 
restored to citizenship, and therefore was 
not eligible to Congress. 


Prot. Charles W. shields, D. D., LL. D., of 
Princeton University, and until last spring 
prominent in the Presbyterian denomina- 
tion, entered the Protestant Episcopal min- 
istry last week, having been previously con- 
firmed. Dr. Shields was prompted to take 
this action because of the criticism visited 
upon him, in his own denomination and in 
religious circles generally, by the support 
which he gave a successiul effort to secure a 
license to sell liquor by a hotel in Princeton. 
The Protestant Episcopal Uhurch is becom- 
ing a favorite asylum for ministers who find 
themselves in an uncomfortable theological 
and social environment. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE CONFERENCE 


N. H. League Convention.— The Epworthians 
of New Hampshire Conference, under the leader- 
ship of the cabinet of the Conference League, 
held their second annual convention at Suncook, 


Dec. 7-8. The program covered two evenings 
and the day intervening. A good number of 
chapters were represented. Those present 


showed their love for religious exercise by turn- 
ing out in good numbers to the sunrise prayer- 
meeting and making it lively and interesting 
with prayer and testimony and song. The ses- 
sions of the convention were full of enthusiasm 
and profit. The addresses on Wednesday even- 
ing were by Rev. H. D. Deetz, of Newport, and 
Rev. F. NW. Upham, of Boston; on Thursday even- 
ing by Rev. Luther Freeman, of Portland. The 
sessions of Thursday were occupied with the 
presentation of the work of the several depart- 
ments, by papers and addresses, interspersed 
with addresses upon themes of general interest. 
Miss Harriette J. Cooke, of Boston, stirred all 
hearts by her,account of the Epworth Settlement 
and its work. The convention was inspiring and 
practically helpful. A. E. Draper, Sec. 


Manchester District 

Salem, First Church, has held special meetings 
for two weeks, with encouraging results. Mr. 
Marshall of the quintet has been singing the 
Gospel during these weeks, much to the pleasure 
and profit of the people. Pastor Blake is strong 
in the assurance that the work of grace will be 
persistent and yet other souls will fall into line 
with Immanuel’s army soon. Grace Fisk Mc- 
Grath, daughter of Rev. Noble Fisk, has removed 
to Lawrence, where her husband works, for the 
winter. 


Our brethren are very gladly responding to 
the call of Rey. E. Snow for service in supply 
of his pulpit at First Church, Concord. Rev. 
8. E. Quimby supplied Dec. 11, Rev. Wm. Thomp- 
son Dec. 4, and Rev. H. D. Deetz Nov.27. One of 
the most skillful of the New Hampshire physi- 
cians, Dr. Morrill, of Concord, is now giving at- 
tention to Mr. Snow’s disease, and expresses 
strong confidence that he will be able to master 
the problem and show the path to restored 
health. Meantime our brothers, as they have 
opportunity, will gladly aid in the pulpit work. 

Sunapee. — Sixty attended the ministry of the 
presiding elder on his return after the storm, 
and the unanimous approval of the quarterly 
conference greeted the pastor’s suggestion that 
Rev. Josiah Hooper be invited to assist in special 
services during the Week of Prayer. Good spir- 
itual interest is current here, and the financial 
situation — all bills paid and money in treasury 
— awakens wonder as to why this row of Sullivan 
County churches should of all the district be 
thus favored. To which we only reply that the 
pastors on this row unite with the people to plan 
the work and to work the plan; and this result- 
ing ease makes glad all hearts, lay and clerical. 

Arlington St., Nashua. — Our disappointment 
over the diversion of Church Extension funds 
was very great, but Methodists always remember 
that Red Seas and Jordans only furnish occasion 
for special intervention of God as needed, and 
they expect our Father’s family to give ear at 
once to this cal) for aid in “ hiving a choice 
swarm of busy bees ” for the honor of the king- 
dom. Three more souls have just been added to 
this society, and the expectant pastor and his 
fellow-workers in their hearts are singing, “ Still 
there’s more to follow.” 


First Church, Derry, held special services, Dec. 
9-16, with speakers as follows: Mrs. J. C. Ingalls, 
Rey. J. W. Adams, Rev. H. E. Allen, Rev. G. W. 
Norris, Rev. 8. E. Quimby. SIRRON. 


Concord District 


North Monroe. — The ladies of this church are 
very diligently laboring to clear off the indebted- 
ness on their chapel and piano. A recent fair 
netted them quite a sum which was used for this 
purpose. The people of this place and Monroe 
gave the pastor, Rev. I. C. Brown, a surprise on 
his birthday. About fifty of them came to the 
parsonage and spent a very pleasant time. 
When they went away they left a purse of $21. 

Lyman.— The pastor held special services for 
two weeks. He had the assistance of Rev. Messrs. 
Clough and Holmes. The weather was stormy 
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and the traveling bad. No special fruit was 
gathered. It may be that if the meetings had 
continued a week or two longer, resnits would 
have been seen. Sometimes we may continue too 
long, but more often not long enough. 


Landaff. — Meetings are now in progress here. 
Revs. E. C. Clough, A. E. Drury, and J. D. LeGro 
have done most of the preaching. We have not 
heard the results. Rev. J.B. Aldrich is nearing 
the close of his fifth year. He has done very 
faithful service and has the confidence and 
esteem of the community. 


Lisbon. — The pastor is growing in favor here. 
Congregations are.excellent. At the Sunday even- 
ing services, since he began with special topics 
announced, the numbers present are three times 
as many asformerly. Rev. J. D. LeGro is very 
happy among the people here. 

Swiftwater and Benton. — Rev. E. C. Clough 
held two weeks of special services at Swiftwater, 
assisted by Rey. A. E. Drury. Nineteen expressed 
@ purpose to lead a Christian life. The congre- 
gations at both places are very good. The 
finances are in splendid shape. The pastor does 
not spare himself, but goes away to the outposts 
for cottage meetings. Already they are clamor- 
ing to keep him another year. 

North Haverhill. — Since his return from his 
vacation trip, Rev. J. R. Dinsmore has been busy 
with his work. Everything is moving well. The 
pastor is popular with his people. To keep the 
men of the world from furnishing all the enter- 
tainment for the people, and giving that largely 
in minstrel shows and cheap theatricals, he is 
providing a high grade of entertainment that is 
being well patronized and leaves a pleasurable 
sensation with elevated thoughts when it is 
passed. The finances come slowly, but will all be 
in on time. At the recent visit, the pastor and nis 
wife invited all the quarterly conference, with 
the wives and husbands who were not members, 
to take tea at the parsonage and be present there 
for the session. Though the mercury, in the ear- 
ly evening, had reached ten degrees below zero, 
nineteen came. All enjoyed an excellent supper 
prepared by the good woman of the parsonage, 
and were ready then for a pleasant evening in the 
way of business and social converse. This meth- 
od might increase attendance at more than one 
quarterly conference. 


Haverhill. — At the recent communion service 
Rey. E, E. Reynolds received 4 from probation 
and baptized 1. A large number came to the com- 
munion table. One of the pleasant features was 
the presence of three out of four of the very old- 
est members of the charge — oue 86, one 80 that 
day,and one 78. The fourth one, aged 80, was 
notable to be present. Miss Emily Harvey was 
present and spoke on missions and secured sev- 
eral new members for the Woman’s Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society. B. 


Dover District 


Exeter.— Rev. C. J. Fowler, formerly pastor of 
this church, has just closed a profitable series of 
tevival meetings. 


Raymond. — The shoe-shop, the principal in- 
dustry of the village, has closed. Many of our 
people have to seek employment out of town. 
The good people still hold their courage, and 
have faith in the Lord and in their pastor, Rev. 
J.T. Hooper, who is laboring hard for revival 
and is renderiog valuable assistance to his 
brethren in the ministry. 


East Candia. — Business interests are improv- 
ing. Congregatious are good. May “ the feet of 
Him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth 
peace,” bring salvation and peace to this entire 
people! 

Auburn.—A new communion table has been 
purchased for the altar. On a recent evenisug 
some seventy-five parishioners entered the par- 
sonage, enjoyed a delightful hour, and left sub- 
stantial gifts to warm and cheer Pastor Frank 
Hooper and family. 

Chester.— Nine members were added to the 
Epworth League during the last quarter, mak- 
ing a total of forty-nine. A lyceum is sustained 
during the fall and winter, interesting old and 
young. Mrs. Underhill reports an increase of 
interest in the Sabbath-school. Prizes have 
been given by Mr. Hosely, late of Boston, which 
have proved very helpful. 

North Wakefield.— A fine organ has been pur- 
chased for the chapel, and is paid for. A new 
lamp has also been secured. This is a live and 
enthusiastic society. 


East Wolfboro. — The church edifice is “ beau- 
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tiful for situation ”’ in the summer, buta little 
exposed to winds in the winter. It is thought 
advisable to come down from the mountain and 
worship in the school-houses until spring. Cold 
feet and chills do not help devotion. 

Dover. — Col. Bain, of Kentucky, gave an elo- 
quent address in St. John’s Church, Dec. 6. 
Rev. James Thurston received a severe bite on 
his hand from acat. He has suffered quite a 
little from the wound, but is now much better. 


Epworth League.— The Thurston circuit was 
entertained by the Berwick League, Dec. 14. A 
good number were in attendance. Refreshments 
were served. A fine address was delivered by 
Rey. C. A. Littlefield, of Chelsea, Mass. 


Merrimacport.—The Woman’s Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society of Dover District was royally 
entertained by the ladies of this church, Dec. 2. 
Interesting papers were read by Miss Susie 
Babcock, Mrs. Abbie Chadwick, Mrs. F. O. Ty- 
ler, and Mrs. Dr. Hills. A memorial of Mrs. Dr. 
Chase, written by Mrs. C. J. Fowler, was read by 
Mrs. Dorman. Mrs. J. E. Robins presented a 
memorial of Miss May Esther Parry. 


Milton Milis.—A fine harvest concert was held 
in mid-autumn. The church was filled. Nearly 
one hundred were present at a chicken-pie sup- 
per which was given at the parsonage, Dec. 7. 
Meetings are interesting. Souls are turning to 
the Lord. 

Portsmouth.—The Junior League had its 
semi-annuil mite-box opening, Dec. 5. The $18 
thus gathered for missions was a delightful sur- 
prise to Mrs. Warren. Fifty-three Juniors were 
present at a recent meeting. Rev. Wm. Warren, 
Mrs. Warren and Miss Riley filled well impor- 
tant places in the Epworth League Convention. 


Smithtown. — The congregation on Nov. 20 was 
the largest the presiding elder has seen in this 
church. 


Methuen. — Dec. 5, the Epworth League had its 
election of officers. G. W. Copp was chosen 
president and Mrs. Wilkins, the pastor’s wife, 
one of the vice-presidents. A fine supper was 
served, to which the members of the quarterly 
conference and the presiding elder were invited. 

Newfields. — Revival meetings brave been held 
in the out-districts by the pastor, assisted by 
Rev. Wm. Warren, Rev. F. A. Tyler and Rev. 
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J.N. Bradford. The religious interest has been 
steadily deepening, and blessed results are 
looked for. The pastor, Rev. A. E. Draper, is 
secretary of the Conference League. 

Rochester.—This church was an important 
factor in the Conference Epworth League Con- 
vention held in Suncook, Dec. 8 and 9. The 
pastor, Rev. Wm. Ramsden, the president, 
spared no pains in preparing and presenting an 
admirable program. A young man by the name 
of John, a worthy disciple of John Wesley, led 
the sunrise prayer-meeting. 

Your correspondent rejoices to note signs of a 
class-meeting revival. There is no genuine 
Methodism with the class-meeting left out. The 
class is to our church what the heart is to the 
body. Heart-failure means death. “ Keep thy 
heart with all diligence, for out of it are the 
issues of life.”” The decadence of the class- 
meeting, more than anything else, is the cause of 
spiritual decline. We cannot wander far from 
“the old paths” without stumbling. Sound 
loud the recall! Let Israel return! 

EMERSON. 


EAST MAINE CONFERENCE 


Bangor District 


Dixmont.— Rev. T. A. Hodgdon and wife have 
enjoyed a good rest with friends and former 
parishioners in Massachusetts. During their ab- 
sence the uvion church at East Dixmont was de- 
stroyed by fire. There is a good prospect ofa 
new structure on the same spot, as the people are 
greatly and increasingly interested. At the third 
quarterly conference Mr. A. G. Thorndike, brother 
of Presiding Elder Thorndike, of Lynn, Mass., 
presented the pastor with acheck for $100 from 
his sister, Mrs. K. 8S. Emery, of Rockland, in 
testimony of her interest in the church of her 
childhood. A hearty vote of thanks was*extended 
to the donor. Such remembrances help amaz- 
ingly, and this charge will doubtless be greatly 
encouraged by this kind act. 

Dexter and Ripley. — Miss Thompson, evangel- 
ist, has been helping the pastor, Rev. Dr. Fernald, 
in revival meetings with some good results. The 
pastor’s face beams as he displays a subscription 
list of nearly $8,000for a newchurch. Charles 
Sawyer, P. L. Lowell and E. M. Tibbetts are the 
building committee, and a $10,000 church will be 
commenced in the early spring. All the interests 
are carefully looked after. 


Forest City, Lambert Lake and Vanceboro. — The 
church debt, which has been embarrassing the 
Vanceboro side for years, is entirely wiped out, 
and the presiding elder was called to see the 
mortgage, held by the Church Extension Society, 
burn. An excellent entertainment, consisting ef 
singing, reading and recitations, was enjoyed; 
but, although the full amount had been forwarded 
to Philadelphia, the papers had not arrived, and 
so did not burn; yet all were greatly rejoiced 
that the debt is no more. Perhaps no other 
charge on Bangor District has suffered so severe- 
ly from hard times as this, but we question if any 
other is so well up with its finances. Faith and 
works go together here. Let all the charges learn 
of this. Rev. C. H. Raupach, the pastor, is much 
beloved, and all is going well. Rev. A. D. Thibo- 





FOSTER & C0. 


(William 8S. Foster) 
have taken the store 
No. 32 West St., Bos- 
ton, where they will 
show a choice assort- 
ment of 


Watches, Diamonds, Gold 
Jewelry and Sterling 
Silverware 


ZION’S HERALD 


deau, of Morrill, is to spend a month here in re- 
vival work with the pastor. 

Danforth. — We enjoyed a very happy day with 
the pastor, Rev. 1. H. W. Wharff,and his people. 
There was a most excellent congregation and a 
good interest. The pastor has had a few weeks 
of severe sickness, but is fully recovering and is 
looking for a good work during these winter 
months. 

Kingman and Prentiss.— To the home of the 
pastor, Rev. H. E. Stetson, there has come a fine 
baby girl, bringing great joy. The work at all 
points is prospering, for the pastor’s heart is in 
the work. ' 


Hartland and St. Albans. — We are hoping, ere 
long, to learn of a gracious *‘ outpouring ” on 
this charge, which would make it strong. The 
people are here and the conditions are favorable. 
Rey. I. H. Lidstone, the pastor, is looking and 
working ia that direction. 


Pittsfield. — The pastor, Rev. A. E. Luce, is en- 
gaged in revival work, assisted by Rev. A. O. 
Goodwin, a local preacher, with good results. 
The pastor is popular and the work is going well. 


Old Town. — We enjoyed a Sabbath with this 
people. Good congregations greeted us and a 
good and growing interest was manifest. We 
look for excellent fruit in the near future. Rev. 
C. L. Banghart is looking after these interests. 


Orono and Stillwater. — Rev. C. C. Whidden has 
been a busy man, getting his work organ- 
ized and his people to work. Excellent aud grow- 
ing congregations and interest encourage him. 
The debt of $900 is all provided for, and pastor 
and people are happy. Mr. Greenwood, evangel- 
ist, has been helping him at Stillwater in revival 
work. 


Mattawamkeag. — The interior of the church 
has been much improved. The bills were all paid 
by the young ladies of the congregation. A good 
general interest prevails. Excellent congrega- 
tions greet the pastor. There is here a good 
chance for a great work of salvation. We hope 
it will soon come. Rev. W. T. Johnson, the pas- 
tor, works hard and is doing his best for the 
people. 

Howland and Montague.—It is rumored that 
there is to be a radical change on this charge 
soon. At any rate,the new parsonage is ready 
for an occupant. Rev. C. W. Stevens, the pas- 
tor, is self-sacrificing and energetic enough to 
have the best things. The conditions have been 
most discouraging, but the tide is rising, and 
Howland and Montague are coming to the front. 
Funds are accumulating for the purchase of the 
union church at Montague. Send a dollar or 
more to the pastor. It will greatly help and 
bless a deserving and struggling society. 


Washburn and Mapleton. — Rey. E. O. Smith, 
a brother beloved, on account of failing health is 
obliged to rest until Conference. The many 
friends of our good brother, Rev. M. H. Sip- 
relie, will be glad to know that his disease 
yields readily to treatment, and the prospects 
are that he will soon return to his family re- 
stored in health. Rev. C. W. Wallace, of 
Houlton, has been appointed to these two 
charges, and will enter upon the work at once. 
A good people and an excellent opportunity 
await him. E. H. B. 


MAINE CONFERENCE 

Augusta District 

Hallowell.—The auxiliary of the W. F. M.8. 
recently held a very interesting meeting on a 
Sunday evening. A large and enthusiastic audi- 
ence was present. The story of Mary Reed was 
read by Mrs. W. H. Perry and Miss Etta Lowell, 
and Mrs. D. E. Miller gave an address. Mrs. 


J. W. Church presided. Fine music was rendered | 
by a male quartet and by the ladies of the choir. | 


A good collection was taken. 
debt of $460 has been provided for, and more than 
half of it paid. The response of the people has 
been prompt and cheerful. 
Baker was ninety-two on Dec.2. He joined the 
Methodist Church under the pastorate of the 
late Rev. Caleb Fuller, in 1844. He is treasurer of 


| the Savings Bank, and attends to his business as 


| regularly as ever. 


He is a regular attendant at 
preaching service; but he says to his pastor, 
with a twinkle in his eye, “I am not a very 
critical listener.” He is very hard of hearing. 


He, with J. W. Church and W. H. 
Perry, all prominent officials in our church, was 


The parsonage | 


The venerable Judge | 


| over the membrane and is 
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a member of the committee under whose direc 
tion another very fine Industrial Schoo! building 
has just been finished. @Rev. D. E. Miller’s 
Thanksgiving sermon, upon “ National Char- 
acter Based on Individual Worth,” was greatly 
enjoyed by a large audience ata union service. 
The Epworth League was recently entertained 


— — 


by the Gardiner League. 





Wilton. — At a recent visit here we found both 
pastor and people full of hope and courage. Here 
is a fine working force, especially of young 
people. Fine congregations, excellent social 
meetings, finances well in hand, and a flourish- 
ing Sunday-school make this a very desirable 
field. Mrs. G. R. Palmer recently gave an ad- 
dress here in the interest of the W. H. M.S. Two 
barrels of clothing, valued at $90, have been sent 
South. 

At North Jay they are doing well, financially 
and otherwise. 

Oakland and Sidney.— Rev. C. Purinton has 
been doing faithful work here. Quite an amount 
of floating debt has been canceled. Better 
business methods are urged. Revival services 
are planned for the near future. 

In Oakland there are three churches close 
together, on the same street and the same side of 
the street. I think there is not another instance 
in Maine where churches are so huddled. Ours 
is a little removed,and makes the fourth Prot- 
estant church. The place has a splendid water- 
power and several flourishing industries. A 
system of water-works is nearly completed. 

Personal.— Mrs. G. R. Palmer, of Livermore 
Falls, and Mrs. Helen Coffin Beedy, of Farming- 
ton, will respond to calls for addresses in the 
interest of the W. H. M.8.; Mrs. D. E. Miller, of 
Hallowell, in the interest of the W. F. M.5.; and 
Mrs. Helen A. Ladd, of Augusta, in the interest 
of the W.C. T. U. 

We wish to endorse what Dr. Thayer has said 
in reference to the indomitable perseverance and 
industry of Rev. J. H. Roberts. From personal 
inspection I can say that the new church at 
Pleasantdale is to be a marvel of convenience. 
Let the brethren of Augusta District forward 
their Church Aid collections as promptly and lib- 
erally as possible. 


Miscellaneous. — This presiding elder attended 
the anniversaries of the Church Extension and 
Freedmen’s Aid and Southern Education So- 
cieties in Boston last month. Weare sure if all 
our pastors could have been there and heard the 
reports and appeals, and would consider the sim- 
ple facts of need and opportunity, there would 
be earnest work done on these lines. 


We also attended the Itinerants’ Institute at 
Gorham last week. Dr. G. W. Wilson, of Provi- 
dence, R. I., gave a series of pungent and telling 
addresses. They elicited some unfavorable criti- 
cism, but we think every minister present at the 
last evening service responded to the Doctor’s 
call to come tothe altar for a fresh anointing. 
We ought to welcome the truth when it is spoken 
in love. 


Zion’s Advocate of Dec. 7 contains an article 
by Rev. J. M. Wyman, pastor of the Baptist 
Church of Augusta. No one who knows him 
would call him cranky or severe; and yet 
this is what he says: “I will here venture the 
conviction that the church is lowering her 
standard greatly to her own detriment. Those 
outside the church look on with amazement. 
They discover often very little difference be- 
tween church members and themselves, and de- 
cide against the church. The church, as many 
look at it, has little to offer. It itsimply an- 
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other club or order, and if every night is already 
taken, why join another unless this one can out- 
do all others by its attractions.’’ These are 
truths that we cannot gainsay, and we do well to 
ponder them prayerfully. A. 8. L. 


VERMONT CONFERENCE 
Montpelier District 


W.F.M.S.— The annual meeting of Montpe- 
lier District W. F. M.S. was held at Brattleboro, 
Vt., Nov. 9. The interesting program was ar- 
ranged by Mrs. McDuffee, district secretary. Pa- 
pers were read on ‘ Consecration to Mission 
Work,” Miss L.C. Hatch; “ Personal Work the 
Key to Success,” Mrs. R. Morgan; ‘“ Young 
Ladies Here, Young Ladies There,’’ Mrs. C. O. 
Judkins; “Was it a Failure’?’’ Miss Luthera 
Whitney; “ Our Work Abroad,” Mrs. A. A. Esta- 
brook; ‘ Missionary Work in the Philippine 
Islands,” Mrs. Bailey. Mrs. F. EK. Beeman gave 
a@ report from the St. Albans meeting. Messages 
were read from Conferenee and district officers, 
and fraternal delegates from the local Baptist 
and Congregational churches spoke. The Junior 
League gave a pleasing variety to the exercises 
by holding their regular monthly missionary 
meeting in publie. “ India” was the subject, 
and several of the children read or told what they 
had learned about the country and its customs, 
and four smal) girls told “ How Some Little Dol- 
lies came to Go as Missionaries.” 

Miss Harvey helped through the day and gave 
the address in the evening. Miss Cushman’s 
“‘ Prescriptions for Missionary Impediments” 
was much enjoyed. 

Officers elected were : ‘Mrs. Arthur Merrifield, 
president; Mrs. A. A. Estabrook, secretary. 

Mrs. F. E. BEEMAN, Sec. pro tem. 


N. E. SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 
New Bedford District 


Cataumet. — During the storm of Sunday, Nov. 
27, the steeple of the church was blown off, car- 
rying the bell with it and knocking a hole 
through the roof. The bell is not broken, and 
will be replaced later. The toil and energy of the 
pastor, Rev. W. D. Woodward, meets its reward 
in the completion of the parsonage. The family 
expect to be fully installed in their new home 
within a fewdays. Great credit is due the pas- 
tor for his efforts to secure thie commodious new 
house for this society. The local church is 
neither wealthy nor large; hence the money has 
had to be raised almost entirely outside of the 
community. This has been successfully accom- 


plished by the hard, unselfish labor of Mr. Wood- 
ward. 


South Carver.— The pastor and family were 
visited by about seventy-five members and 
friends of the church, who brought with them a 
liberal donation of money and provisions. Rev. 
E. G. Babcock is pastor. 


South Yarmouth.— Sunday, Dec. 4, was mission- 
ary and Old People’s day. The music was bya 
full choir, assisted by Prof. Samuel J. McWatters 
of Bostou University. 

Nantucket.— Three were received on probation, 
Dec. 4. An old-fashioned altar-service preceded 
the communion. Prayer and class-meetings are 
well attended and considerable interest is mani- 
fested. The furnaces, which were never of much 
value as heaters, have been entirely reset and 
thoroughly overhauled at considerable expense. 
They are now in excellent working order, prov- 
ing highly satisfactory, and all bills are paid. 
Rev. ©. A. Lockwood is pastor. 


East Bridgewater.— At the November com- 
munion 2 were received into full membership. 
Nov. 18 was observed as Good Tidings day by the 
Sunday-school. The audience-room was taste- 
fully decorated. The exercise,‘ The Rainbow’s 
Promised Light,” was finely rendered to a large 
congregation. The affair was under the manage- 
ment of the efficient superintendent, Mr. Charles 
Cole. Nov.17, Miss Mary N. Adams, of the Fall 
River Deaconess Home, addressed the Epworth 
League, under the auspices of the Mercy and 
Help Department. The spiritual tone of the 
work is deepening, and pastor and people are ex- 
pecting a gracious outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
Rev. N. B. Cook, pastor. 

Taunton, First Church. — The official board has 
asked the League to unite with the church in 
union services Sunday evenings, the object being 
to arouse interest in the church and community. 
The first service was largely attended and seemed 
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like an old-fashioned love-feast in number of 
testimonies and spirit. Mr. Marcus A. Dary, 
Sunday-school superintendent, is alive to the 
welfare of this important branch of church work. 
The Sunday-school board was entertained at his 
home recently. A home department has been 
organized. Rev. W. A. Luce is pastor. 


Taunton Epworth League Union. — On Friday 
evening, Nov. 18, the Taunton Epworth League 
Union entertained the Fall River League Union 
at the First Church. The visitors arrived by 
special train at 8 o’clock and were escorted to the 
church by the reception committee. Mr. W. D. 
Richardson, president of the Union, presided. 
Mr. E. S. Young, president of Grace Church 
League, and Mr. Lewis L. Mitchell, president of 
Central Church League, conducted the devotional 
exercises. President Vaughn, of the Fall River 
Union, responded to the address of welcome. Mr. 
Louis B. Walker, the noted tenor, rendered two 
beautiful solos. Dr. J. F. Berry, editor of the 
Epworth Herald, delivered the address. Needless 
to say that it was enjoyable and profitable. After 
the address a social hour was spentin the church 
parlors. The church was beautifally decorated. 
The Taunton High School Orchestra furnished 
music. Refreshments were served. Neat souve- 
nirs were distributed. About 350 were present. 
The Fall River visitors returned by special train 
shortly after 10 o’clock. 


West Dennis. — Sunday, Dec. 4, was another 
blessed day in this church. At the morning serv- 
ice the pastor baptized 6 and received 8 into full 
connection. This is a partial result of special 
services held during the past few weeks. The 


pastor’s normal class has resumed its weekly. 


studies with increased interest and numbers, and 
some unique plans are being introduced for lit- 
erary work during the next three months, under 
the auspices of the pastor and church. Pastor 
and people are happy together, which makes the 
work both pleasant and prosperous. Pastor 
Docking hus been engaged to write six 
articles for the University Library Bulletin of 
Chicago, and afterwards they are to be published 
in book form by the Circulating Library Associa- 
tion of that city. ‘ 


Fall River, St. Paul’s.—The union Thanks- 
giving service of all the evangelical churches of 
the city was held here. Rev. H. A. Ridgway, 
pastor of Quarry St. Church, preached the 
sermon. It was astrong presentation of timely 
issues. The city papers printed it in full. 





L. 8. 
NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE 
Boston Preachers’ Meeting. — Drs. Taylor, 


Thorndike, and Crane, in the order named, spoke 
upon “ Our Winter’s Work and Preparation for 
the Same.’”’ They were addresses of marked ear- 
nestness and spiritual power. The Meeting ad- 
journed till Jan. 2, 1899. 

South District 


Boston, First Church. — This month 4 have been 
received on probation, 4 into full connection, 6 
by letter, and 2 have been baptized. Some of the 
most efficient workers are sorely missed on ac- 
count of sickness. The annual fair netted a sat- 
isfactory sum. The Sunday-school and Epworth 
League are prospering. The Thanksgiving ser- 
mon of Dr. Pickles at the union service was 
greatly enjoyed. On the Sunday of the terrific 
snow-storm First Church was one of the banner 
churches, with 75 at the morning service, 76 at 
Sunday-school, and 97 outin the evening, Rev. 
W.T. Perrin, Ph. D., pastor. 


Egleston Square.— At the communion service, 
Dec. 18, Rev. Daniel Richards officiating, 3 per- 
sons were received by letter, 1 from probation, 
and 2 on probation. Rev. I. S. Yerkes, the 
recently-appointed pastor, is having a success- 
ful beginning of his work with this church. 


Walnut Hill, Dedham. — The work at this 
church is progressing steadily. Several have 
professed conversion, and a quickened activity 
in the members of the church gives promise of 
still further results. Two young men were re- 
ceived into full membership and one on proba- 
tion at the last communion, and others are to be 
received at the next. Rev. J. H. Pillsbury, pastor. 


North District 


First Church, Somerville.— Rev. C. A. Crane, 
D. D., of Saratoga St., East Boston, preached in 
exchange at this church, Sunday morning, a 
sermon of marked ability and power from the 
words: ‘For he is Lord of lords and King of 
kings.” U. 
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W. H. M.S. — The meeting of the Eastern Die 
vision of Boston District, held at Egieston Square 
Church, Dec. 1, was not as largely attended as it 
would have been but for the great storm. The 
ladies who were able to be present felt well ze- 
paid. The devotional services, led by the pastor, 
Rev. I. S. Yerkes, were very helpful, and his 
words of hearty welcome were much appreciated. 
The addresses — on Alaska, by Mrs. 8. W. Floyd, 
and on the general work and our future outlook, 
by Mrs. C. W. Gallagher — were very interesting, 
able and instructive. Mrs. Leonard’s report of 
the General Executive meeting at Minneapolis 
made us feel, as one lady said, “‘ as if we had been 
there.” Several pledges were made and we have 
every reason to believe that the work on this dis- 
trict will be well carried on the coming year. 
Mrs. J. H. Pillsbury, the new district president, 
presided with grace and ability. 


Mrs. Epwarp L. Hype, Dist. Sec. 





Methodist S. S. Workers’ Union.— The Deeember 
meeting of the Methodist Sunday-school Work- 
ers’ Union was held at the Winthrop St. Church, 
Monday evening, Dec. 12. In spite of the storm, 
a goodly number were present. Addresses were 
made by Rev. M.C. Hazard, D. D., on ‘‘ The 
Home Department,” and by W. W. Main, Esq., 
on“ Young Men.” Several new members were 
added to the roll. ° 


West District 


Springfield Preachers’ Meeting.—On Dec. il 
Rev. H. L. Wriston, of Holyoke, read an excellent 
paper on “The Function of Illustration in 
Preaching.’”’ The paper was much enjoyed, and 
especially because it in itself furnished a notable 
instance of the principles laid down. 


Trinity. —The great storm of Nov. 27 did not 
prevent the holding of services. An audience of 
15 was present in the morning and 33 in the 
evening. On Dec. 4, 5 persons were received on 
probation and 2 into full membership by letter. 
This makes 50 accessions since Conference. The 
church and Sunday-school made a Thanksgiving 
offering of $44 in cash for the needy,and an 
abundance of turkeys and groceries was also 
given. 


Grace.— This church, also, while some of the 
large churches of other denominations closed 
their doors on the Sunday of the great storm, 
held its services that day. The pastor, Rev. 
E. P. Herrick, recently preached two nights in 
revival services at Chicopee Falls, ‘rendering 
most acceptable service. The church mourns the 
recent death of Mrs. Pease. 


St. Luke’s.—The financial year witb this 
church corresponds to the calendar year. It closes 
with all bills paid. The year has been better 
financially than any other for some time. The 
congregations listening to Dr. C. F. Rice are 
larger than ever before in the history of the 
church. On Dec. 4, 11 were received into full 
membership by letter,and 4 from probation. 
The Sunday-school (W. F. Andrews, superin- 
tendent) averages not less than two hundred in 
attendance. The average collection in the school 
has been about $3. Some three months ago the 
plan of regular subscriptions was introduced. 
The amount subscribed was $7.60 per week, and 
just about this amount has been paid in weekly 
since the inception of this method. Of the 
amount contributed, six-tenths goes to the cur- 
rent expenses of the school, one-tenth to the 
library, two-tenths to missions, and one-tenth 
to other benevolences. 


Williamsburg. — This church seems to be mov- 
ing along prosperously and harmoniously. A 
good degree of spiritual life is manifest in the 
social meetings, and the attendance upon tne 
weekly class-meeting numbers very nearly one- 
third of the entire church membership. The pas- 
tor, Rev. H. H. Weyant, preached Sunday, Dec. 4, 
from the text, “‘ Strait is the gate and narrow is 
the way that leadeth unto life and few there be 
that find it,” taking as his subject, “‘ The Old Way, 
and the New Way of the Good Old Way.” He 
strongly impressed his hearers with the decided 
contrast between popular Christianity and the 
real spiritual teachings of Christ. H. 








The Fitchburg Railroad, Hoossc Tunnei 
Route, will sell round trip tickets at greatly 
reduced rates on account of students and 
others returning to their homes at Christmas 
vacation. Tickets will be good going from 
14th to 24th of December, inclusive, and good 
A return journey until 12th of January 
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The four issues of the Youth’s Companion 
during January will contain some notewor- 


thy features. The New Year's number, to be 
published Jan. 5, will contain Hon. John D. 
Long’s account of the development of the 
torpedo, entitled ‘‘ Little Demons of War; ” 
the first chapter of C. A. Stephens’ serial 
story, “An African Lion Ranch;” and 
Charles Adams’ story of “‘ An Inlana Armor- 
Clad.” To the issue of Jan. 12 Poultney Bige- 
low will contribute the narrative of a per- 
sonal adventure with the Tsar’s secret serv- 
ice, entitled ‘* Police Spies in Russia.”’ In the 
issue of Jan. 19 will appear ‘ Grant as a Fa- 
ther”? — a bit of personal reminiscence by 
the great soldier’s son, Gen. Frederick Dent 
Grant. For the issue of Jan. 26 the distin- 
guished naturalist, John Burroughs, has 
written a paper on “‘ The Cunning ot Birds.” 


Boston Methodist Social Union 


The Social Union met at the American House 
on Monday evening. It was the annual meeting, 
and was specially observed as Young Men’s 
night. Grace was said by Rev. F. J. McConnell, 
of Newton Upper Falls. After the collation 
prayer was offered by Rev. Andrew Gillies, of 
Montpelier, Vt. 

Acting-president Flanders introduced Rev. 
Charles H. Stackpole, of Stanton Ave., Dorches- 
ter, who took for his subject, “‘ Truths as I have 
Known Them.” It would be more than usually 
difficult to give a sketch of the speaker’s re- 
marks. The address bubbled over with humor 
at every point, and while bristling with sugges- 
tive thoughts, was given in such a delicious, 
epigrammatic way that it held uniaterruptedly 
the attention of the audience. Seldom has the 
Union listened to a talk so rich in humor of the 
brightest and cleanest character. Any attempt 
to delineate the speaker’s thought and style 
would come little short of failure. He ran over 
the beliefs of different denominations, and 
showed where they come short of the truth. He 
plead for more doctrinal teaching among the 
people — more catechism. A large preacher can 
depend on himself, a small preacher must make 
it up in his subject. Conservatism is a type of 
mind the pulpit has to deal with. Mr. Stack pole 
closed with a glowing apostrophe of the future of 
the young preacher whose opportunity of win- 
ning @ golden crown is so great. 

The next speaker was Rev. W. I. Haven, of 
Brookline, secretary-elect of the American Bible 
Society, who spoke on “Imperialism.” The 
paper had been substantially given previously 
at the Preachers’ Meeting. While imperialism 
as @ word might be new, the idea was not so. He 
noted that England had become more democratic 
as she had become more imperial. Men are de- 
ceived by words. Imperialism does not mean 
Cw#sarism, but simply responsibility. We havea 
part to play in the world’s affairs — a part not 
unforeseen by our forefathers. With our abun- 
dant harvests we are enabled to undertake 
schemes of colonization. During the war the 
energy of the nation enabled it to immediately 
raise the naval power of the nation to three hun- 
dred ships. The measure of energy is the meas- 
ure of the intelligence of a nation. We have 
plemty of Americans who can handle problems 
the most difficult. He cited McKinley, Day, 
Long and Dewey as examples. We forget that 
the geographical centre of the nation lies beyond 
the Golden Gate. He called attention to the 
enormous sections of territory which had been 
added from time to time in the history of this 
country. By the purchase of Alaska we reached 
as far into Northeastern Asia as we now propose 
to reach into Southern Asia. The possibilities of 
manhood latent in these territories is something 
we ought to consider. As Kitchener comes back 
from his imperial march to Khartoum to ask 
a half million of money, and gets it, for « univer- 
sity, so let Dewey make a similar request for the 
Philippines, and the nation will grant it. Finally, 
the claims of Christianity demand that we shall 
make the most of our opportunity. We should 
be ready for a Christian and an American impe- 
rialism. 

Rev. 8. L. Baldwin, D. D.,a guest of the even- 
ing, spoke a few words in endorsement of Mr. 
Haven’s position, and added a thought of the re- 
sponsibility resting on us as a Christian nation. 

Mr. E. H. Dunn spoke feelingly and eloquently 
of Capt: H.C. Hemmenway, recently deceased, and 
offered a set of resolutions in his memory, which 
were adopted by a rising vote. 

A large number of members were admitted to 
the Union. The following officers were elected 
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forthe ensuing year: President, W. M. Flanders; 
vice-presidents, Geo. E. Atwood and Rev. C. E. 
Davis; secretary and treasurer, V. B. Swett; 
directors, Willard McLeod, Rev. Geo. H. Spencer, 
M. N. Goodridge, Frederick H. Matthews, Briggs 
8. Palmer. 


For Seasickness 
Use Horsford’s Acid Phosphate. 


Dr. J. Fourngss-Srice of 8S 8. Teutonic, says: 
“I have prescribed it in my practice among the 
passengers traveling to ano from Eurupe,in this 
steamer, and the result bas satisfied me that,if taken 
in time, it will, in a great many cases, prevent sea- 
sickness.” 





Week of Prayer Topics 


The following topics have been suggested 
by the Evangelical Alliance for the United 
States for the Week of Prayer, January 1-8, 
1899: Sunday, Jan. 1, “Christian Unity;” 
Monday, Jan. 2, “ Prayerfal Confession; ” 
Tuesday, Jan. 3, “The Church Universal; ”’ 
Wednesday, Jan. 4, ‘Nations and Their 
Ralers;’’ Thursday, Jan. 5, ‘Foreign Mis- 
sions;”’ Friday, Jan. 6, ‘‘Home Missions; ’”’ 
Saturday, Jan. 7, ‘‘ Families and Schools; ”’ 
Sunday, Jan. 8, “The Power of United 
Effort.” 


Dr. D. K. Pearsons, of Chicago, who has 
given so much money to colleges, disclaims 
any special credit for doingso. “I do not 
pose as a benevolent man,” hesays. ‘I have 
labored nearly eighty years to make money 
— have made it, and honestly, too. The 
statement may seem very strange tO you 
when I say that I do not pose as a benevolent 
man. I have no benevolence in me — not a 
particle. I amthe most economical, close- 
fisted man you ever put your eyes on. You 
can see it in my face — it is there. I do not 
think Lever foolishly spent $20 in my life.” 
This philanthropist embodies well the well- 
known principles which governed John Wes- 
ley, namely, — 

“ Gain all you can, 


‘* Save all you can, 
** Give all you can.” 


The Boston Globe says: ‘A white Bap- 
tist church in Jersey City recently refused to 
permit ite baptismal pool to be used to im- 
merse some colored converts. This seems to 
be the latest phase of the Negro question in 
the North. And, sure enough, the objection 
in this case was made by the white women of 
the church, who seem to fancy that the im- 
mersion of a black skin might so contami- 
nate the pool as to make it unfit for white 
people.’”’ We note this fact as another con- 
firmation of the declaration often made in 
these columns, that negrophc b a js not a dis- 
ease that can be localized. Import all the 
Negroes from any Southern Siate to any 
New Eogland or Middle State, and they 
would receive treatment very similar to that 
which they now endure. 


CHURCH REGISTER 





’ 

W. F. M.8.— The auxiliaries of the Boston, Cam- 
bridge, Fitchburg and Framingham districts desir- 
ing to secure Miss Danforth’s services, will apply 
either personally or by letter to Mrs. Julia F. Small, 
36 Bromfield 8t., Room 29. All others will arrange 
with their respeccive district secretaries, who have 
special dates appropriated. 


CLEMENTINA BUTLER, / Itin. 
JULIA F. eMALL, § Com. 





OPEN FOR EVANGELISTIO WORK. — Having 
resigned my work in Providence for the evangelist- 
ic field, and feeling led to renew that work, I wish 
to notify my many friends that I will be open for 
engagements after the first of January. 


G. W. WILson. 
81 Providence 8t., Providence, B. I. 


For Over Fifty Years 


Mrs. WIinsLow’s SooTuine SyruP has been used 
children teething. It soothes the child, softens 
e gums, allays all n, cures wind colic, and is the 

=F remedy for hes. Twenty-five cents a 
ttle. 
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MISSIONARY LITERATURE. — The papers pre- 
pared by order of the General Missionary Commit- 
tee by Bishop Foss, Dr. Stewart, and Anderson 
Fowler, Esq., are now ready,and will be sent out 
free, as ordered, except postage at the rate of six 
ce.ts per hundred. Postage must accompany or- 
ders. Address Missionary Literature Department, 
160 Fifth Ave., New York. 





MARRIAGES 


MURRAY — WHITE — In Mars Hill, Me., Dec. 9, by 
Rev. Geo. J. Palmer, Charies A, Murray and Jennie 
V. White, both of mars Hill. 


STONE — FURBUSH — In Stark, Me., Dec. ll, by 
Rev. Joseph Moulton, George Stone and Nellie J. 
Furbuch, both of Farmington. 


NASON — EALES — In Vanceboro, Me, Dec 6, by 
Rev. U. H. Raupach, Nathaniel L. Nason, of Vance- 
boro, and Jessie A. Eales, of York vo., N. B. 


BLAKE — CAMPBELL — In Vaaceboro, Me., Dec. 7, 
by the same, Alfred O. Blake, of Auduver, Me., and 
Minnie Mae Campbell of Vance oro. 


BURNIE — HUNT —In Saco, Me., Dec. 14, by Rev. 
F. Grovenor, James W. Buroie, o: Biddeford, and 
Lizzie W. Hunt, of Saco. 


CLARK — CARVER —In Roxbury, Mass., Nov. 23, 
by Rev. Charies Tilton, Prof. vari H. Olark, of the 
Mass. Institut+ of Tecanology, Boston, aad Ida a. 
Carver, of Roxbury. 


COBB — ADAMS — In Gorham, Me , Dec, 15, by Rev. 
G. F. Vobb, assisted by Rev Geo. W. Keynolds, 
Charles E. vobb, son of the cffictating clergyman, 
and M. Myrtle Adams, both of Gorham. 





Money Letters from Nov. 14 to 30. 


Mre Chas Andrews, N W Ayer & Uo, Mre Jennie 
Alien, Mrs E Adams. 8 A Beaton, J Q A Bolster, 
D M Bye, M E Brickett, Jas W Breck, J 8 Bell, F I 
Bell, O A Bowen, W © Bemis, Geo © Batten & Co, 
Mrs Alfred Brown, J H Browao, © O Bragdon. W B 
Clark & Co, Mrs E F Collins, Rev J F vurosby, J EB 
Chase, M D, A T Cass. D L Devoll, Dauehy & Oo. 
J H Eastman. Lather Freeman, Mrs A E Frary. J O 
Glidden, Mrs OC B Gerry, Grumiaux Sub Agency. H L 
Hastings, M 8 Hill, O I Hood & Uo, F C Haddock, 
E O Hart, J H Hillman, W H Hughes. Mrs BR Jones. 
Robert Lawton, Edwin Locke, Lord & Thomas. HG 
McGiauflin, Mre F H Marble, L H Metcalf, W 8 
Mclintire, W B Merrill, C O McOabe, Dr H O Mar- 
cy, Lyman D Morse, Stephen Merritt. Mrs H N 
Newell, N E News Co. G@ O Prince & Son, GR 
Paimer. © E Qiimby. F V Russell, Wm N Bob- 
erts,C D B Robinson, H 8 Ryder, C O Richardson. 
A O Skinner, G E Smith, C B Spencer, C A South- 
ard, A E Sproul, F M Stiles. J A Tyier, J. Tregas- 
kis. R © Vail. Wm Wake, G G Winslow, B O 
Wentworth, Mre N L Walkup, H Wilson. 

UNION MATERNAL ASSOOIATION. — This As- 
sociation is tohold a continuous prayer service at 
Park St. vestry on Wednesday, Dec. 28, from 10 a. m. 
to3p.m. Different leaders for each hour. General 
subject: ** Mothers and Mothers’ Meetings.”’ It is 
hoped that ali mothers and those interested in the 
work will be present during some hours of the day. 


For Your Daughter 


If you want the best suggestion of the sea- 
son for a Caristmas gift tor your daughter, 
turn to another column of this paper and 


read the announcement headed ‘ For Christ- 
mas,’ over the signature of tne Pains Fural- 
ture Company. They offer one of the most 
delighttui piano chairs, 10 the jatest pattera, 
with all the recent improvements, at the spe- 
cial noliday pric. of $350. it makes a superb 
Christmas gift. 


Among the numerous entertainments of 
educational value given each year at Lasell 
Seminary, Auburndale, Mass., none are more 
noticeable than the musical ones. In these 
the music is classical in character, and the 
rendition, whether, as sometimes, by outside 
talent, or in general by the well-trained pa- 
pils of the school, is gratifyingly excellent. 
On the evening of Dec.7 there was given 
bere a fine organ recital by Mr. Henry M. 
Dunham, instructor in organ at the school, 
and who has for some time been organist of 
the Shawmut Congregational Oburch, Bos- 
ton, a church noted among those of the city 
for ite good music. Mr. Danham was as- 
sisted by his brother, Mr. Wm. H. Dunham, 
a fine tenor of local note. The audience in- 
eluded, besides the school, a number of ma- 
sic-loving friends of Lasell from Boston, 
Newton and vicinity. Prof. Joseph A. Hills, 
teacher of piano at the Seminary, played the 
pianoforte accompaniment. 
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OBITUARIES 





The saints of God, their wanderings done, * 
No more their weary course they run; 

No more they faint, no more they tall; 

No foes oppress, no fears appall. 

O happy saints, forever blest, 

in that dear home, how sweet your rest! * 


— William D. Maclagan. 


9 
a 





Pease. — Mrs. Elvira P. (Bartlett) Pease 
was born in Monson, Mass., April 4, 1830, 
and died in Springfield, Mass., Nov. 19, 1898. 

Converted in cnildhood, she united with 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in Chicopee, 
but on removal to Springfield in young wom- 
anhood, became a member of Pynchon Street 
(now Trinity) Chureb. 

She was united in marriage with Archibald 
J. Pease, Jan. 23,1856. Upon the organiza- 
tion of what is now Grace Church, Mr. and 
Mrs. Pease united with the same, holding 
prominent place among its twenty-nine 
original members. They were closely iden- 
tified with all the early struggles and activ- 
ities of the church, as they nave been also 
with its later history. [heir hospitable 
home often furnished shelter and entertain- 
ment tor the preacher, and resounded with 
the songs and shouts of God’s peopie gath- 
ered for prayer or class-meeting. 

Mrs. Pease loved the church, and gave to it 
large service. She was actively associated 
with nearly every department of its work. 
For many years she was superintendent of 
the infant department of the Sunday-school 
and a member of the choir — positions which 
she nad already long filled at Pynchon St. 
For twenty-seven years in euccession she 
was president of the Ladies’ Aid Society. 

Full of activity in the service of the 
churcb, she yet found time for philanthropic 
and reform work outside. She was one of 
the original members of the local Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union, and its pres- 
ident fora number of years. For a consid- 
erable time she was one of the board of man- 
agers of the Young Women’s Cnristian As- 
sociation. 

A host of Methodists in the Connecticut 
Valley will long associate our sister with 
Laurel Park Camp-meeting. Together with 
her husband she was of the company, includ- 
ing Presiding Hilder Thayer, Rev. G. W. 
Mansfield, and others, who, many years ago, 
visited the spot where now the camp- ground 
is, made their way into the grove, eanga 
bymn, j>ined in prayer, ana formally selected 
the plave for camp-meeting purposes. Every 
year in its history she has been a familiar 
figure at the meeting, spending annuall 
from four to nine weexs upon the ground. 
Many will remember her for her long service 
as a sweet singer in the choir at the stand; 
others will associate her with the invalid 
chair in which of late years she sat and list- 
ened eagerly to the preaching of the Word. 

For four years and more Mrs. Pease has 
been effiicted with a distressing malady 


ECZEMA 


FOR YEARS CURED 


TWO REMARKABLE CASES. 








‘ Ihave been an intense sufferer from Eczema 
or five years. I tried medicines, four doc. 


tors, one a specialist in skin diseases, with no 
Improvement, and setting me almost frantic 
with dreadful itching. After using three bot- 
tles of CUTICURA RE-OLVENT, and one box of | 


etel 


CUTICURA SALVE, J was con I y cured, 
GEO. A. LOWE, 907 Market St., Phil., Pa. 


I had Eczema for seven years, and my scalp 
was inabad state. Three inches of my back 
was covered with a dry scab. The itching was 
so bad I thought it would drive me mad. I 
tried all remedies, but could not get cured. I 
used five bottles of CuTicuRA RESOLVENT, five 
cakes of CUTICURA SoOAP,and five boxes of | 
CUTICURA SALVE, and J was completely cured. 

C. LONG, 325 Wilton Ave., Toronto, Can. 

Srrepy Cure Treatmevt ror Tortrrea. Disrra- 

ae Homors, witn Lossor Hatr —Warm bathe with 
UTICURA Soap, gentle anointings with CulicuBa, an¢ 

Mild doses of CuTicura Resoivest. ' — 
Sold throughout the worl i 


Porter Deve aypCrem, 
Corr , Props., Boston. How to Cu 4 


e Eczema, mailed free. 










PISO'S CURE FOR 
RES WH AIL 


nm OG ERE ALL E S 
Best Cough Syrup. Tastes Good. Use 
8 in time. Sold Uy druggists. 


CONSUMPTION 
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which transformed the busy, active woman 
into an almost helpless invalid. Toe grace 
of God which had given strength for service 
now gave strength also for saffering. She 
found God true to His promise. He did not 
leave or forsake her. Her interest in life and 
its affairs was not lost. Tne Chautauqua 
Circle, meeting monthly at ker home, was to 
her a deligbt,and had no more interested 
attendant than she. The class-meeting, 
bringing brethren and sisters of the church 
to her hearthstone, brought gladness to her 
soul. Her interest in the church and its 
welfare was as true and strong asever. Ready 
and positive were her testimonies to the sus 

taining grace of God. In the last days of 
her illness she was much in prayer, and was 
frequentiy heard to whisper, ** Blessed Sav- 
ſour.“ When seemiogly insensible to ail 
else, she would rouse at the question: ** The 
Lord is with you, is He not, and you are 
trusting in Him ?’’ to answer,* Yes.”’ Her 
last words were a declaration of tbe sustain- 
ing preseace of God and her unshaken faith 
in Him. 

Mrs. Pease leaves a husband, Mr. A. J. 
Pease, long prominently identified with 
Methodist interests in Springfield and vicin- 
ity, and now, as be has been for some years, 
president of Laure! Park Camp-meeting As- 
sociation, à son, Mr. Frank Pease, a daugh- 
ter, Mrs. George H. Cnamberlin, aud a wide 
circle of reiatives and friends. The home 
where {or s0 many years she was the loving 
and devoted wife and mother,and where 
love than whicao noae was ever more true, 
and devotion than which none was ever more 
tender and faithful, were lavisned upon her 
in turn, is left desolate; but the stricken 
hearts are comforted by the grace of God. 

the funeral services were conducted by the 
writer, assisted by Revs. W.J. Heath and 
J. O. Knowles, former pastors of the family. 


E. P. HERRICK. 


Putnam, — Rev. Safford L. Putnam was 
born ia Cambridge, Vt., March 21, 1870, and 
died in Bondviile, Vt., Oct. 14, 1898, aged 28 
years. 

When only two years of age he was made 
an orphan by the death of bis mother, and 
most of his minority was hencefortn spent | 
with his grandparents, who gave him affec- | 
tionate care ana training. While be was at- 
tending school at Jericno, Vt., in his eight- 
eenth year, he was clearly and consciously | 
converted. He was under conviction for 
some time before he yielded, being held back | 
by the fear that he might be called to preach | 
if he began a Christian life; but he tinally 
made a compiete surrender, and never after- 
wards forone moment doubted his accept- 
ance by Goa. 

Several years passed away before the ques- | 
tion of a cailto the ministry came up for set- | 
tiement. One night, eighteen months a ter | 
his marriage, both he and his wife simuita- 

| 


neously heard the voice of God calling to the 
torate. The struggle lasted three weeks. | 
is grandfather had deeded him a farm 
worth several thousand doilars on condition | 
that he remain there and care for him in his | 
declining years. ‘I'nis would have to be! 
given up, .nd an attractive career as a lead- | 
ing busiuess mau Of that sectiou reiinquished, 
it ne became obedient to the heavenly 
vision. But the deeds were given back, their 
faces were turned elsewnere and the step was 
hever regretted. 

Mr. Putnam and his wife then went to 
Montpelier Seminary, where they remained 
two years while he ficted for coliege. While 
uere ne shoveied paths and did everything his | 
nauds found wherewith to earn an honest | 
penoy to pay his expenses. As an illustra- 
Lion, he spiit eighty cords of wood one term. 
in additiva to tals, he supplied the pulpit at | 
West Beriin most of the time, walking four- 
teen miles each Sabbath for the preachiog 
service, and often the same distance for a | 
prayer-meeting during the week. He also 
ueld a series of meetings in which many were | 
converted, and his pastorate there formed an | 


| era in the history of the society. Yet in spite 
| of 


all these manifold outside labors, he 
took first honors during his entire course, 
only one other young man being thus fortu- 
nate, and was class orator as well. As a side- 
light into the intense religious life of the | 
man it may be noted that he never went toa 
recitation or examination without first fall- 
ing upon his Knees in prayer. After nis grad- 
uation at Montpelier he went to Wesleyan 
University, where the conditions ana success 
were about the same as at the preparatory 
school. He spent the Christmas vacation of 


| bls treshman year in holding meetings at 


Weathersfield, Conn., and a large number of 
people were converted. 
On account of il] health he did not com- | 
plete his college course, and was stationed at 
Bondville, Vt., in the latter part of the sum 
mer of 1897. Here he threw himself into this 
work as he bad into everything else. He re- 
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peatedly called upon everybody in the whole 
parish (and his parish included the entire 
town of Winhall) and consequently soon 
built up a fine congregation. Last May he 
began a series of revival meetings, being 
assisted by Capt. Lee and wife. Asa result 
of these meetings nearly or quite sixty peo- 
ple were converted, and the religious com- 

lexion of the place was entirely chaaged. 

his work he fuilowed up by plentiful out- 
district meetings and diligent pastoral nurt- 
ure. He was pianning for another series of 
meetings when he was suddenly taken ill. 
Nature, exhausted by protracted and exhor- 
bitant demands upon the vital force, was un- 
able to rally, and ne passed on after only two 
days’ illness. ‘ 

A great crowd attended the funeral, and 
the grief was both general and deep. The 
presiding elder had charge of the services, 
and local clergymen of our own and other 
denominations assisted. Mr. Putnam leaves 
a wife and little girl, who, together witha 
large circle of friends, mourn their loss and 
look for a reunion in a land where there are 
no partings. 

W. R. DAVENPORT. 





Holmes, — Albert W. Hoimes died Oct. 21, 
1893. He was born in Sharou, Mass., Dec. 29, 
1815. 

He removed to Stoughton, Mass., when 
sixteen years Old, and became a carpenter 
and builder. He married for his first wife 
Charlotte Drake, of Stoughton, who died 
Sept. 16, 1895. He married Mrs. Rebecca 
Thurston, Oct. 8, 1896, who survives him. 
He was baptized and received into cburch 
membership by Rev. C. N. Hivckiey, Jan. 3, 
1875. He was one of the building committee 
during the erction of the present church 
editice, which was dedicated Dec. 15, 1865, 
and had been on the board of irustees since 
that time, and on the board of stewards 
since 1875. He gave the society a parsonage, 
Aug. 12, 1878, and in 1895 exchanged proper- 
ty, putting the value of the old into toe new 
parsonage. His uprightness of character, 
his loyaity and generous support of the 
church, his constant and unoste.tatious re- 
lief for the poor, his unusual ioving and 


CATARRH OF THE STOMACH — 


A Pleasant, Simple but S:fe, and Effect- 
ual Cure for It 





Catarrh of the stomach has long been consid- 
ered the next thing toincurable. The usual symp- 
toms are a full or bloating sensation after eating, 


| accompanied sometimes with sour or watery ris- 


ings, a formation of gases, causing pressure on 
the heart and lungs,. and difficult breathing; 
headaches, fickle appetite, nervousness and a 
general played out, languid feeling. 

There is often a foul taste in the mouth, coated 
tongue, and if the interior of the stomach could 
be seen it would show a slimy, inflamed condi- 
tion. 

The cure for this common and obstinate trouble 
is found in a treatment which causes the food to 
be readily, thoroughly digested before it has 
time to ferment and irritate the delicate mucous 
surfaces of thestomach. Tosecure a prompt and 
healthy digestion is the one necessary thing to do 
and when normal digestion is secured the ca- 
tarrhal condition will have disappeared. 

According to Dr. Harlandson the safest and 
best treatment is to use after each meal a tablet 
composed of Diastase, Aseptic Pepsin, a little 
Nux, Golden Seal and fruit acids. These tablets 
can now be found at all drug stores under the 
name of Stuart’s Dyspepsia Tablets,and not be- 
ing a patent medicine, can be used with perfect 
safety and assurance that healtby appetite and 
thorough digestion will follow their regular use 
after meals. 

Mr. N. J. Booher of 2710 Dearborn St., Chicago, 
Ill., writes : ‘‘ Catarrh is alocal condition, result- 
ing from a neglected cold in the head, whereby 
the lining membrane of the nose becomes in- 
flamed and the poisonous discharge therefrom, 
passing backward into the throat, reaches the 


stomach, thus producing catarrh ofthe stomach. 
Medical authorities prescribed for me for three 
years for catarrh of stomach without cure; but 
today lam the happiest of men after using only 
one box of Stuart’s Dyspepsia Tablets. I cannot 
find appropriate words to express my good feel- 
ing. I havefound flesh, appetite and sound rest 
from their use. 

Stuart’s Dyspepsia Tablets isthe safest prep- 
aration as well as the simplest and most conven- 
ient remedy for any form of indigestion, catarrh 
of stomach, biliousness, sour stomach, heartburn 
and bloating after meals. 

Send for little book, mailed free, on stomach 
troubles, by addressing F. A. Stuart Co., Marshall, 
Mich. The tablets cau be found at all drug stores. 
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thougbtful care of his home, made him an 
honor to the Christian profession and a 
tower of strength to this church. 

SAMUEL M. BEALE. 





Pindar. — Mrs. Hannah M. Pindar, one 
of the oldest and most honored members 
of S:. Paul’s Church, Lowell, died at Cottaze 
City, Mass., Sept. 28, 1598 

Mother Pindar was converted more than 
sixty five years ago, at Great Falls, N. H.. 
anc united with the Methodist Episcopa! 
Church, of which she was a loyal member to 
the day of her death. Two sons and a 
devoted daughter, Mise Laura Pindar, sur- 
vive, and tenderly cherish the memory of a 
godly mother. 

She was stricken while at her summer home 
at Cottage City, and in her last utterarc:s 
breatbed the comforting old hymn learned 
in her early life, ‘‘ J2sus, my all, to heaven is 
gone,” etc. Thank God for the experiences of 
these aged saints! 

L. W. STAPLES 





EDUCATIONAL 


THE 
Fisk Teachers’ Agencies 


(Incorporated.) 
EVERETT OU. FISK & CO., 


Proprietors. 


4 Ashburton Place, Boston, Mass. 
166 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
1242 12th St., Washington, D. C. 
26 King 8t., West, Toronto, Can. 
378 Wabash Avenue, Chicago, H. 
414 Century Building, Minneapolis, Minn. 
730 Cooper Building, Denver, Colo. 
825 Market St., San Francisco, Cal. 
526 Stimson Block, Los Angeles, Cal. 


. 

Send to any of the above agencies for Agency 
Manual, free. Oorrespondence with employers is 
invited. Registration forms sent to teachers on ap- 
plication. 

Large numbers of school officers from all sections 
of the country, including more than ninety per cext. 
of the Public School superiatendents of New Eng 
land, have applied to us for teachers. 


We have filled positions at salaries aggregating 


$7 ,613,896.00 


The Principal ol Lasell Seminary 


AUBURNDALE, .MASS8.,, 


earnest] y requests those desiring place in this 
school for September, 1899, to send soon for 
catalogue and forms of application. As 


resident pupils in large number keep their | 
places, and vacancies are few after the first 
half year, a catalogue considered early, and | 
required social references and present teach- | 


ers’ certificates — forms supplied — returned 


promptly, will relieve both parties from | 
much “ wear and tear” in the summer of | 


1899 


it most satisfactory to see the school at its 
work; the teachers in their classes; the 
Studio, the Gymnasium, Swimming Tank, 
Scientific Cooking Rooms, and Laboratory 
as they are used in school session; 


than in vacation, when much is in process of 
renovation, most teachers absent, etc. 

In this way also the applicant becomes pre- 
pared to secure promptly any vacancy occur- 


ring at Christmas or Easter of the current | 


year, ifshe is registered on the waiting list, 
preference being given to those best fur- 
nished in requirements. 

Address for illustrated catalogue, 


Cc. C. BRACDON, Principal 


Thoughbtiul parents and guardians will find | - 


also the | 
dining-room, sleeping and reception rooms, | 
as the girls in residence have them, rather | 
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METHODIST BOOK CONCERN 


EATON & IIAINS, Agents 


Sunday School Supplies for 1899 


Should be ordered NOW. Every Methodist school 
should use 


BEREAN LESSON HELPS 


Four Standard Quarterlies 
THE SENIOR LESSON QUARTERLY. (Price, 20 cts. a year.) 
48 pages ; beautiful maps and illustrations; the best Bible dictionary. 
THE ILLUSTRATED QUARTERLY. (Price, 12jcts. a year.) 


40 pages; maps and pictures; lllastrative anecdotes. (Intermediate.) 


THE INTERMEDIATE LESSON QUARTERLY. (Price, 6 cts. a year.) 


32 pages; excellent matter; difficulties explained; the very best for the price. 


THE BEGINNER’S QUARTERLY. (Price, 6 cts. a year. 
For the youngest abuve primary grade; attractive; fully illustrated. 
For the Little Folks 


THE PICTURE LESSON PAPER. (Price, single copy, 25 cts. a year; in clubs of six or 
more to one address, 20 cts. each.) 


For weekly distribution; printed in bright colors; pictures; golden text; bright stories and rhymes. 


The Primary Class and Kindergarten Illustrated Lesson Leaflet. It contains 


1. The Leeson Story for each Sunday. 


BEST FOR TEACHER 
BEST FOR SCHOLAR 


y 
2. A Beautifui Color Card. illustrating the Lesson for the day. Price, 40 cts. per year 
3. Two Picture Symbols to be fixed in the Story Serap Book each Sunday. 
4. Two Lesson Hymns with Music each Quarter. 10 cts. per quarter. 


For the Teacher 
SUNDAY SCHOOL JOURNAL, (Price, single copy, 60jcts. ayear; in clabs of six or more 
to one address, 50 cts. each.) . 
Appears monthly; written for teachers from cover to cover; 800 pp. a year; quality of matter the best 
Serial Weekly Papers for the Sunday School 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ADVOCATE. (Price, single copy, 30 cts.a year; in clubs of six 
or more to one address, 25 cts. each.) 
4 pages; issued weekly; illustrated fully; helpful stories and pointed anecdotes. 


THE CLASSMATE. (Price, single copy, 60 cts. a year; in clubs of six or more to‘one ad- 
dress, 50 cts. each.) Pl. 
8 pages; weekly; illustrated fully; fine serial stories; inspiring and uplifting influence. 
Annual Publications 
{[LLUSTRATIVE NOTES. (Price, $1 25 ) 


A guide to the study of the International Sunday School Lessons for 1899. Three hundred and ninety- 
nine octavo pages. More than one hundred pictorial illustrations. Numerous maps, charts, and 


blackboard pictures. Many iliustrative anecdotes. Masterly teaching hints, fine story illustrations, 
D and simple, clear, and comprehensive notes with every lesson. (To teachers post-paid, $1.) ai 


GOLDEN TEXT BOOK, 1899. (Price, $2 per hundred, net; postage, 30 cts. additional.) 
A thirty-two-page booklet in embossed colored card covers, which gives, besides the titles, texts, 
and readings, a variety of informatioa. Biblical exercises, etc., of great interest and value. 


BEREAN LESSON BOOKS. (Price, 15 cts.each.) SENIOR, INTERMEDIATE, BEGINNER’S, 
Reduction in Price — IMPORTANT 

THE LEAF CLUSTER. (Price, beginning with 1899, Three dollars a year, seventy-five 
cents a quarter. Price, previous to 1899, four dollars a year.) 

THE Lear CLusTER is a large picture roll, issued quarterly. Its coloring is richer than that of any 
roll, and its study of Bible lands, scenery, costumes, etc., is accurate. An unequaled work of art. 
THE BEREAN LESSON PICTURES. (Price, from the beginning of 1899, ten cts. a year, 

two and a half cents a quarter. Previous price, twelve cents a year.) 


£ The pictures of the BREAN Lesson PicTURRES are facsimiles of those on the Leaf Cluster reduced to be 
printed on cards 2% x 4inches. Goldeu texts. Questions and answers on back. 


Further description of these Supplies gladly furnished. Sample c»pies of our Lesson Helps 
and regular publications sent free on application. 


NEW ENGLAND DEPOSITORY 


CHAS. R. [AGEE, lanager, 
38 Bromtield St., Boston 











EDUCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL 


Wesleyan Academy . 


Wilbraha vu, Mass. 


East Maine Seminary 
Bucksport, Me. 

| Delightfal situation. 

Send for Catalogue to 


| Rev. J. FRANK HALEY, A.M., 
Rev. WM. R. NEWHALL, president. 


ae | Winter term opens Nov. 28 


Eight courses. Low terms, 


Winter term opens Wednesday, Jan. 4, 1899. 
For catalogue or information address, 


New Hampshire Conference Seminary Maine Wesleyan Seminary 


and Female College 
. and Female College 


Tilton, N. H. 
Winter term begins Jan.3 1899. College prepar- Kent’s Hill, Me. 
Fall term opens August 30. 


atory, Courses in Music, Art, and Commercial stud- 
tes. Twelve teachers. Resident nurse. Steam 
heat. Electric lights. 


Send for Catalogue. 
Send for a Catalogue to the President, Rev. A. F. CHASE, Ph. D., 
| GEO. L. PLIMPTON. President, 








ad L 


HURCH 
ARPETS 


ee) 
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Joun H. Pray, Sons & Co., 


CARPETS awnO UPHOLSTERY, 
658 WASHINGTON st BOSTON. 


BOYLSTON ST. 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK 


Wednesday, December 14 


— The Brooklyn, Texas, Castine and Resolute | 
ordered to Havana, where trouble is expected | 
between the Cubans and Spaniards. 

— During a funeral procession in Havana a 
fight occurred between Cubans and Spaniards in 
which eleven men were wounded. 

— Gen. Brooke made Military Governor of 
Cuba. 

— Bodies of the soldiers killed in Cuba to be 
brought to Washington and buried in the Na- 
tional Cemetery. 


— Several persons killed and many injured by 
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the collapse of a huge gas tank in New York 
city. 


— Resignation of President Dwight of Yale ac- 
cepted. 


— The House by a close vote refuses to take up 
the immigration bill. 


— Three tugboats are searching for the hull of 
the steamer Portland and her missing victims. 


— Sir William. Vernon Harcourt resigns the 
Liberal leadership in the British House of Com- 
mons. 


— All the members of the Peace Commissions 
call on President Faure. 


— Philippine insurgents reported to be in full 
control of the northern part of Luzon, and to 
have subjected friars and other prisoners to 
atrocious treatment. 


Thursday, December 15 


—The Pension bill, as reported, calls for 
$4,000,000 more than last year. 


— Gen. Lee with his staff reaches Havana on .. 


the transport Panama. 


— The Texas sails from Hampton Rodds for 
Havana; the Badger ordered to San Francisco on 
her way to Hawaii. 


— Eight more of the crew of the wrecked 
steamer Londonian brought to Baltimore by the 
steamer Maria Rickmers. 


— President McKinley. addresses the deoctaita 
Legislature at Atlanta and is emthesiagtivally 
received. 


— The members of the Astor Battery now serv- 
ing in Manila have organized an association ‘for 
the development of the Philippines. 


— Philippine inaurgents demand the whole of 
the $20,000,000 which Spain is to receive from the. 
United States for the islands, as a ransom for the . 
Spaniards held by them as prisoners. ; 


— Insurgents in Iloilo organize the Visayan 
republic. 


— Chinese Empress Dowager grants an audi- 
ence to the wives of foreign ministers and am- 
bassadors. 


—M. Muller elected president and M. Hauser 
vice-president of the Swiss Confederation. 


Friday, December 16 


— Urgent Deficiency bill for the Armyj and 
Navy passed by the Senate. 


— Death of Hon. Calvin 8. Brice, former sene« 
ator from Iowa, aged 53. 


— Formation of the American Tin Plate Com- 
pany under the laws of New Jersey is accom- 
plished; capital stock, $50,000,000; general head- 
quarters to be in Chicago. 


—The search for the Portland has been un- 
successful, and the State gives up the attempt to 
locate her. 


— Potteries of this country effect a combina- 
tion with $27,000,000 capital. 


— President McKinley visits the Tuskegee 
(Ala.) Institute and addresses the students. 


—The 20th regular infantry regiment now at 
Fort Leavenworth, Kan., ordered to San Fran- 
cisco en route to Manila. 


— Admiral Dewey cables that the Raleigh has 
left Manila for New York. 


—French Chamber of Deputies votes almost 
unanimously to loan 200,000,000 francs for the con- 
struction of railroads in Indo-China. 


— Chinese rebels in Chuen province kill 60 per- 
sons and render homeless 20,000 native Christians 
and several Europeans. 


5 What is Vitos? 


§\| Pillsbury’s Vitos, the ideal 
wheat food for breakfast, 
@ is the choicest product of 
selected North- 
Hard 


Grocers sell it. 


PILLSBURY-W ASHBURN FLOUR MILL Co. ltd. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 


December 2), 1868 





Spring 











Saturday, December 17 


— House bill to extend customs and internal 
revenue laws over Hawaii passed without divis- 
ion. 

— Bill introduced in Congress to admit Confed- 
erate soldiers to Government Soldiers’ Home. 

— Cuban tariff order signed by President Mc- 
Kinley. 

— Agreement reached regarding the disposi- 
tion of the government archives in Cuba. 

— War Department orders transports Mobile 
and Mohawk prepared to carry 3,600 men to 
Manila via Suez Canal. 


— Fire in Milwaukee, Wis., causes loss of $100,- 
000. 


— American Peace Commissioners leave Paris 
for this ‘country. 
* — Unconfirmed report in Madrid that Gen. 
Gomez is dead. 

— Death of Baron Ferdinand James de Roths- 
child of England. 

— Lower house of the — diet -«pro- 
rogued by the Emperor. 


— Court.of Cassation authorizes Dreyfus’ « coun- 
sel to examine evidence in the case. 


_ Monday, December 19 


. — The battleshipe' Oregon and lows arrive at | 


Valparaiso on their way to Honolulu. 
— The Texas arrives at Havana from Hampton 
Roads; the Castine left Boston ‘yesterday for 
“Havana; the Cincinnati is aground in Santiago 
“arbor. 
— One man killed and five wounded during a 
fight in Cerro, a suburb of Havana. 


— All the churches in Porto Rico now said to 
belong to the United states, : 


—A tablet to the memory of Lieut. F. W. Jen- 
kins, who lost his life when the Maine was blown 
up, has been unveiled at the Naval Academy, 
Annapolis. 


— Spanish Peace Commissioners return to Ma- 
drid. 

—A French expedition sent up the Yang-tse- 
Kiang River. 


— The collapse of a building in Paris causes 
four, and probably more, deaths. 


{ 


— Monument to dead Russian soldiers unveiled 
at Galatana, Turkey. - 

— King Oscar of Sweden is confined to his bed 
by illness. 

— The Prince of Wales has summoned a private 
meeting at Marlborouga House at which plans 
to prevent the spread of tuberculosis in Great 
Britain will be discussed. 


Tuesday, December 20 


— Bill to promote American shipping by mail 
payments and subsidies introduced into both 
houses of Congress. 

— Resolution introduced in the Senate fora 
conditional commercial retaliation against Ger- 
many. 


* 


— Texas franchise tax on foreign corporations 
declared to be unconstitutional. 

—A large fire in Terre Haute, Ind., causes a 
loss amounting to $2,000,000. 

— Jury in the case of U.8. Senator Kenney of 
Delaware disagrees, andis discharged; this was 
his second trial. 


— The French government will not submit se- 


WESTERN 


MORTGAGES 


and WESTERN LAND 
Bought for Cash. 
CHAS. E. GIBSON, 45 Milk * wate. 


CHURCH ARCHITECT 


THOMAS W. SILLOWAY 
10 Park Square, Boston. 


Mr. Silloway has bullt or remodeled over 4 
churches and makes remodeling a spectalty. 





83,000 
WHO WANTS: IT? 


— at idle construction, you heve an 
wU) 
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J 
cret documents in the ——— case to the Court 
of Cassation. 

— An expedition leaves Tasmania for the Ant- 
arctic region. 

— The transport Scandia arrives at San Fran- 
cisco with the 34 Battalion of the 1st New York 
Regiment, and ninety convalescent soldiers from 
the Philippines. 





Alcohol is tound to be the great soul and 
body destroyer of the Negroes of Africa. 
A conference is to be held under the call of 
King Leopold of Belgium, in which Eng- 
land, France end Germany will take part, 
with a view to restricting the sale of I!quor 
in Africa. Until lately the Negro in that 
land has been entirely dependent upon out- 
side countries for Uquor; but he has now 
learned the art of converting bananas into 
alcohol. The New York Tribune says: “‘ The 
Sierra Leone police are kept busy hunting 
these stills, but the Negro and banana pro- 
ducing region is boundless, and the illicit 
practice is quite likely to survive all present 
efforts for its suppression. The coming con- 
vention will discuss the subjsct in all its as- 
pects, and try to find some means of correct - 
ing ite worst features and ameliorating its 
worst ¢ffects.”’ 





Housekeepers dread the task of polishing 
stoves, but Enameline lightens the task. It 
is ready for use, makes no dust or odor. Is 
easily applied with a cloth and with very 
little labor produces a j3t black and very 
brilliant gloss. It has the largest sale of any 
stove polish on earth. Sold everywhere. 





If you have eatarrbh, don’t dally with local reme- 
dies, but puriy and enrich your blood with Hood's 
Sarsaparilia. 





